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Teachers union plans own lawsuit against state

m'l‘nlluuum

Thmmln unusual things
sbout big labor’s lawsult to over-
throw a new stato law punishing
tocheririan,

by the AFL-CIO because (some)
n! the punitive pecullarities of the
te logistation were almed solely

at Llu MEA"
Bocond, also unusual io that
the labor federation hchllcndn(

Assoclation, which represents the
overwhelming majority of public
school employses, ian't past of it

“J don't know why MEA did or
did not want in,” sald Theodore
Sachs, ral counsel for the
AFL-Cl mmun ting tho De-
troft Pederstion of Toachers,

Servico Employves In-
ternational and tho Operating En-
glnoers.

But in a press release, MEA
Presidont Julius Maddox hailed
the AFL-CI0 suit and eaid sltl-

1ar MEA actlon is ponding. “Our
wn Litigation, in several respocts,

oy i vocions” thai
t
prohibit unions’ bargaining over
charter schools, hoalth Inmnncl
carrier, mr!.in; dsy of classes,
and cou:poﬂtlon of school decl-
nlon-mnhln;
nstesd, Buhl uld Tllundly
hbor'l suft argues that the lsw

was 50 “aloppily crafted” that the

entire law Is “talnted” and should
be atruck down. “Thero was no
debate on the House floor, and it
was there only 16 or 16 minuies,
and then it was passed,” ho sald.
Among co-sponsors were Repa.
Barbere Dobb, R-Union Lake,

*One of the MEA's biggest crit-
jelsms was the ovemnight short
window (for the anti-strike pmvi
slons), but It's just not trus”
Dobb M«nmd.“ltwupmdtba
‘wholo reform peckage.”

Dobb oxplained that thore were

y moetings over the packagoe
of bllll that was put er in
the late fall of 1993 “Sinoce those
issues wero 8o controverslal, how.
ever, they were put aside until we
could get the financing settled so
that it could be rovisited,” she

sald.

“There were eight or nine dif-
ferent drafta, 1 had enough time
to visit with my loca) MEA board,
and there was another revision af-
tor my meeting.”

‘What they want
The sult asks Waynoe Clreuit

Public Act 112 unconstitutionsl
and en}oin tbu Mlchlpn Empluy-
ment

Prank Kalley, MERC,
hnzxdmmmunplyhdd

{MERC) from unlan:lng fta no-
strike provisions.
Mforchuwﬂunhnﬂuunl
the bill was changed, the titlo sec-
tion of a bill frequently Is changed
to conform to tho body of legiala-
tion as it takes shepe, “It’s done
procedurally,” she sald.

A product of the House Repub-
l{can caucus rather than the com-
mittes system, PA 112 was born
as House Bill 5128, Both cham-
bers passed it in Apri! on bitter,
nearly party-line votes. Engler
choerfully signed it May 2.

Judgement day

It's’ due to take effoct about
next April 1. Sachs asked for an
accelerated judgment to beat the

lm

at,

e i Borksauld 3"
the Legislature thus encroached *
on the judicisry’s powers.

tryinl

;n:wu to avold wmi.n; u.ndu
Sachs’ brief aays “the law

\éichwl the Michigan Constitu-
on by:

8 8aying courts “shall grant in-'

Junctive relief. .without to

the existence of other remedies,

B Denying judiclal review of
MERC violating tho
soction of the Constitution wh!ch
subjects “all final decisions, find-
ings, rulings and orders of mynd-
mInlnnﬂw officer or sgency”™ (o =
judidal review.
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