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Diamonds divide

-ending croasover double-hoadsr, the
the Livo-

Girls Pastpitch Softball Leagus Thursday et

‘The Diamonds concluded their summer scason
:mn'lvll record. The Lasers endod 10-

It the opener, Kathie Collins was tha winning
pltcher for the Diamonda, Mickie Spisz sarned the
one run on ane hitin one In.
ningof play.

Lynetts Velasko had a hit and two runs batted
in, Amy Finkel had two hits and an RBI, Spiss
had a hit and scored twice, and Lindsey Wood had
a hit and an RBI for the Dismonds.

The second game was enother story. It was
stopped by the time limit after four innings, with
the Diamonds hitless as wall as scoreless. Splax
suffered ths lous, but alx Dismond errora contrib-
uted heavily.

Fantastic finish

ina Aon started the game-winning rally for

the Farmington Fantastics with a lead-off

triple in the fourth Lnning of the socond
game, scoringon Alans Heikkinen's aingle to give
the Fantastic » 6-5 victory and e split of their
Incrodible Girls Pastpitch Softball League double-
header with the Garden City Stingers Thursday.
won the first B4,

withthe basea Joaded. -
Maureen Carolan was the winning pitcher for

the Pantaal down after a shaky first
inning (during which ths Stingere scored four runs
on two hits) to just two more hits. She

‘walked five and struck out one.

. In the first game, Aon had two hits and scored a
run by stealing bome. Heikkinen was the losing
pitcher, allowing five hits and five walks while
striking out six in five innings.

Majestics swept

ending
doublo-hesdsr Thursdsy at North Farmington.
The Gators won the opener, too, by 2 10-8 mar-

The Majestics had tied the gue st 7-7 by scor-
Ing four runs in the top of the sixth.

In the first garos, Alicia December got the pitch.
Ing win for the Gatars, giving up five hita sev.
on walka in alx innings, striking out seven. Decem-
ber also had thres hits and scored thres runs;
Shannon Mislak had two hits and Jenelle Mezaris
had a hit and scored three times.

: The Majestics finisbad the seascn at 136,
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Cobras collect an

game,
BYC.J. RisAX
BYArY WEITER

For tho first time Thursday evo-
ning, Jim Arncld was caught unpre-

pared.

Portunately for his team — the
Canton Cobras — lt came ofter the
game, and the champlonship In tho
Incredible Girls Fastplich Softball

Lesgue, had boen decided.

Amold fell for the most overused
lperutﬂckuftbcwtdmdxﬂnn
dunbd.'hdmched tl’:,!mhll: jubllant
players who goaded to posing
with them for a team photo after they
had stopped the Northville Niners 3.
0 in the titls game, played at Canton

HS.
“1 dldn't think you'd fall for that,”
one of tho Canton players’ parenta
said to Arnold after the soaking.

Top seed
advances
in opener

BY BRAD ENONB
Srary WiTER

The Livonia Collegiate Basoball
League's regular season snd defond.
ing champion Hines Park Lincoln/
Mercury lived up to their top billing
Priday at Ford Field.

Manager Dave Carroll's team
opened the 1994 playoffs with a 6.3

-] COLLEGIATE

N
victory over Little Cacsars, &s right-
hander Cralg Benedict threw e com-
plete game.

Benedict, who prepped at Plym.
outh Canton High and was Madonna
University’s ace as o freshman this
spring, withatood & shaky start to
earn his fourth-straight LCBL victo-

1y.

Benedict gave up two runs in the
first §nning and one in the third, but
settled down and held Caesars score-
Jess the rest of tho way.

He threw 121 pitches, while
scattering eight hits and three walks,
Benedict fanned fi

ed five,

“I didn't want-to take Craig cut
carly, the only way he was coming out
was {f he had glven up a couple of
more runs,” Carroll said. “Once he
got [nto a thythm, there wers a lot of
proundouts and fly balls.

“He did a nlce job.”

Caesars, which out-hit Hines Park
8-5, couldn’t capitalized with runners

on

They scored twice In the opening
Iening on a double by Dave Roman,
en RBI singio by Chris Champanols
&dd'n RBI singls by Brian Theo-

Hines Park got a run back in the
second on & homer by Heath Fowler,

Cacsars put another run on the
board In the third to go ahead 3-1, but
couldn't score off Benedict In the
fourth with runners on second and
third and no cuts.

Trailing 3-1, Hines Park rallied for
four runs in the fifth.

pu
Fowl pull
a double steal to give Hines Park a
two-run cushion.
McLenaghan's fislder's cholce

The Canton Cobras gained their second champl-

onship in three years in the Incredible Girls Fast-
pitch Softball League, this time by
Northville Niners in Thureday’s championsbip

defoating the

- It was about the only thing that
didn't go according to Arnold's plan.
Cobra pltcher Jackio Nicastrd was
nearly untouchable, tossing a two-
hitter and striking out 10. She walked
the first batter of the game, Melissa
Potroaky, and she reachod second
base — which was s far as any Niner
baserunnor advanced.

And no others got a free pass, ef-
tl‘llarmltmthoonlywllklumdby

cas!

The final play of the game summed
up Northvillo's fortune. Jenny Friabie
aingled with two out, the second hit of
the game for the American Divislon
champlons {they finished 12-8) —
and then she waa caught off base as
ahe roundsd

“We've been playing good ball, wo
have some good athletes,” sald Ar-

Bowling, Pagea2L.. ..
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‘Incredible’ title

nold after the victory, which allowed
s National Diviston ehampion Co-

socond Cobra soore [n the inning.
Amands Welton reachod base when

bras to finish thalr Incredible season
wllhalb-ﬂmrd.“chhyndmgnlu
a faw year, weo
played in a couple of good tourna-
ments.”

‘What Arnold was looking for in the
Cobras was something that would
help his Canton high achool playors
Improve. He found it.

kids came together a3 @
toam,” he sald. “They built some
charactor.”

How the Cobras scored their runs
proved that, The first was & gift, cour.
tesy of the Niners, Jenny Sikors sin-
gled with one out in the second, Can-
ton's first hit of the game.

The ball got past Nerthville
Bartel and Sikora

flelder K
socond, heading for
third. When the relay throw got past
Northville third basersan Mandy
Sabo, Sikora trotted home with the
gamae’s [nitial rus.
More sloppy defense resulted in &

right-

centerflelder Frisble

The Cobras managed fust four hits
off Morettl, with Sikors getting two of
them. But thoy made fust one error
and only ons Niner walked — two big
Nhlllﬂnl they claimed the champlon-
ship.

Which wasa't really thet lnport-
ant, according to Amold. “The sum-
mer program is there to have fun,” ba
said. “I'm not as hard on them Ln the
summer as ] am in the le"

Of course, he wouldn't mind a few
of thoas dunkings to end the bigh
school season, either.

Gameof tag: Little Caesars’ Dave Roman eludes the tag of Hines Park catcher Heath Fowler in
Friday's firat Collegiate League playoff game, which Hines Park still managed to win.

scored Charlie Winstel In the sixth to
give Hines Park a three-run cushion.

Caesars reliever Jason Cartor held
Hines Park scoreless over the final
three Innings. But the damsge had
been done as starter Josh Vagl was
charged with the loss.

To make matters worse, Cacaars
lost Theobald, the starting left fleld-
e, to 8 broken hand for the remainder
of the double-elimination touma-
ment.

Theobald was injured aliding into
socond base In the flfth [oning.

Earlier in the week, center fielder
Jason Sixemore broks ll::;ﬂaw slid-

alibl,

BASEBALL

“It was & good ball game,”
Park played decent defense,

Iy MiLenaghan. He took some hits

away from us.

Romsn, a Livonia Franklin High
product who plays for the Unlversity
of Detroit Mercy, doubled twice in a
losing cause. Thecbald also collscted
two hita.

Westland wins .
‘Westland Foderatlon broke a four-
game loaing streak sgainst Delwal on

' Boe COLLEGIATE, 2C

LIVOMIA COLLEMATR
RASIBALL LEACUE
FRUL STATISTICS
LIADOW HITTERS
wimiuans BO st-Dats)
e
Mceneghan
Robarts 04P) 06 20 4%
Vondraceh (WF) Ay 38 A7
Sarsnoviky (00) 51 22 A3
Qunary 0} 89 ar 418
Hacks (0C) 81 33 A0
Toyor (W o4 38 404
Pescl (Ded) T2 20 A3
Fowier (199} 68 26 A
Bsrs (HF) 61 20 88
68 28 379
B3 20 A7
Dera (W) 70 28 368
0 17 e
Futherford (OCH 82 19 88
0 20 383
7 M0
Qardrec (WF) 8 3 .33
Schetler (Wah) o X 382
Champancis (LC} Lo BT ]
MOME RUN LEADERS
1. Dransieict (Oe), & 2. McLaneghen (HP), 4;
3. e} Romen (LC) end Hicks (OG, 3: B. (te)
Fowler (), Petorsen (Wal), Peaci (DW). 2.
RO LEADERS
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Collegiate league all-stars preparing for a clash

pitcher/catfislder, WﬂWﬁ Brian Hicks (Redford
Cl

The Livonla Collegiats Basebell Leagua will host
at Livonia's

sll-star game at 7 p.m. Wednesday

icipets

Hare are the membars of the first team: Jeft OC), dasgpated hitar, O

Wakefield,

Ben - Additional

‘Westland; Terry Haydeo, Dels
Paluk (Redford CC) and Craig Benodict (P!
Canton), Hines Park; and Erdc Butler, Waltar's,
pltchars include Gary Mros, Delwal;
Mark Rutherford (Livonia Churehill), Qarden City;

ssse Gerwatowski (Fran Casanrs; Josh

the
ﬁv:mfwr-utmplaw&.

Garden City finished 1 second place wi
. 111" record waus ‘ruled
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