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3rd Matinee:
It feels right

c his baby when be got an unexpected pbone
aall. Patrick Leonard, who has produced albums
for Rod Stewart, Madonna and Roger Waters,
:cked if he'd be interested in collaborating with
im.

+ "He just wanted to know what 1 was doing,”
Page said. “1 said, 'I'm changing a diaper.” We got
together the next Monday and wrote about 12
sogs in two weeks, or some ridiculous amount of

ontent with his family life, ex-Mr. Mister

work

* =] thought 1 should be doing this, and I thought
it felt right.”

- The result is “Meanwhile,” the 11-song debut
album from 3rd Matinee on Reprise Records. The
album is much more adult-oriented than Mr. Mis-
ter. However, Page finds it difficult to categorize.

“It doean't easily fit a format; you've got 11 dif-
ferent songs with 11 different sounds,” said Page
who serves as Jead guitarist and vocalist. “There's
an spparent eclectic quality to whkat we do, but
that's because we're interested in more than one
brand of music, one kind of sound.”

‘s projects have spanned the spectrum

olmmiealpnre&ﬂl':bn;lh}hhlndlenm‘&‘nt

‘s di i i t hit

“I'll Remember.” Rod Stewrt’s “Unplugged” al-
but, and Roges Waters” “Amuse to Desth.” To

than

] pmduc:.phykqboa.nhmd'ﬁ!nwnpmd
‘pwpl.annmn:mmu.m:mmwuum
! same,” said Leonard, who is 3rd Matinee's key-

* boardist and background vocalist.

He does feel that be has more freedom with his

own projects.

] guess the difference is | don't have some
dominating force that's going to have the final say
over ing,” he eaid. “1 started out making
records with my own bands. I'vw always written
snusic and made records and recorded my own
stuff since lm-liu.lak;nd. 1t's more comfortable

Collaborati 2g0, Leocard
felt immedistely comfortahble with Page. Their ad-
nin_t_ino is muotusl. Page called him an “inspira-

“It’s nice to have compatibility; we're very close
in what we believe we should be doing,” the
ken Loonard said. “We both bave famities and
Mnlmpm-ntwulwmlduhudﬁ.dm
to have somecne who is complimentary and com-
plduthﬁnioﬂnndulhaumﬁmh’lnp«m
that you like.”

llmhwnquaﬁmurucowmllormﬁ-
na Fuoco, call her at (313) 953-2047, mailbaz num-
. ber 2130 on a Lowuch-tone phone, or write her at The
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 School-
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Picture This
P — Debbie Davies

No, thers aren’t a Jot of wel)-known women
what. Debbia Davies doesn’t

#1 The Detroit-based band
Sponge will release their ma-
jor label debut CD on Tues-
day. Beginning next week,
fans outside of Michigan will
get to see what the buzz is all
about.

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
STy WITRR

Since last winter,
tumors have been
flying around De-
troit sbout
Sponge's record
deal with Colum-
bia/Chaos Records.

One populer story was that the
much sought-after Detroit band da-
cided to sign with Columbia only af-
ter they were promised an opening
spot on the next Soul Asylum tour.

“That's really interesting, I've
heard one or two different things,”
said vocalist Vinnie — no last
name, just Vinnie.

His favorite story is that Colum-
bia Records president and chairman
Don lenner knew ati tha lyricatoa
song £o that was reason enough for
Sponge to join the company’s roster
which also includes Alice in Chains,
Pink Floyd and Fishbone.

Thero is some truth to that one.

“He did know the lyrica.”

‘Tho real story is rather unevent-
ful. Sponge just thought they were
getting a good deal. Part of the
sgreement is the Tueaday release of
the 10-song CD “Rotting Pinata.”
Filled with dirge-like guitar and
Vinnie's Laid-back yet emctional vo-
cals, “Rotting Pinata" was co-pro-
duced by the band and Tim Patalan
of The Loft recording studio in Sa-
line. Tim Palmer of Motber Love
Bone, Pearl Jam and Tears for Fears
fame mized the record.

“This (the releasa of “Rotting Pi-
nata"}, of course, kicks a lot of ather
things into play.”

Touring, interviews and more
touring is part of the plan to contin-
ue the buzz about Sponge. It's not
that they haven't been busy already.
Two weeks sgo they did a gig at the
New Music Seminar in New York,
ironically with Wig, an Ann Arbor-

G .

based alternative rock band which
will release their major-label debut
in early October. Sponge, which has
received a fair amount of press
sbroad, also played the BIX Birth-
day Bash ot the Phoenix Plaza
Ampthitheatre in late June with the
Afghan Whigs, Beck and The Odds.
“The real promotionsl campsign
begins next week when Sponge kicks
off a four-week tour of the south and
southwest with Rust, Inch and Fail-

ure.
“ARer that, God unly knows.”
Uncertainty Is a feeling with
which Spongo is familiar. A majority

Sponge soaks in a potential hit |

of the band learned the in and out of
the munic industry an s part of the
hard alternative rock band Loud-
house who was signed and subse-
quently dropped by Virgin Records.
Putting that rocky relationship be-
hind them, he and the rest of the
group — guitarists Miko Cross and
Joey Mazzola, bassist Tim Cross
and drummer Jimmy Paluzzi — are
ready to trust Columbia,
* “I guess | have a better feeling
juat because of the support we've
gotten. Thoy've done a great jobso I
have a lot of faith.”

Detroit seems to belisve in

On the rosd:
Detroit-
based alter-
native rock
band Sponge
— Jimmy
Paluzzi (from
right), Joey
Mazzola,
Vinnie, Mike
Cross and
Tim Cross —
will tour in
support of its
Columbia/
Chaos
Records de-
but album
“Rotting Pi-
nata.”

Spongo as well. Tho quintet has
played only a handful of unan-
nounced shows the past few months
and garnered a considerable follow-
ing. Vinnlo said ho won't be dissp- *
pointed If the rest of the nation |
doesns't catch on to the band as
quickly.

“Wo have plenty of time to get the
name out. This Is just the begin.
ning.”

For more information about
Sponge, write P.O. Box 05401, De-
troit, MI 48205.

Tour turns into ‘Paid Vacation’ for Marx:
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Making his BY CitmusTINA FUoco follow-up to “Pald Vacatlon,” ho may -**
Manx: Sing- ATy WhTER bring his father, Dick, along with him -
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