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FCC rules put interference in cable rates

Just as Jocal rate
rogulators and
cable operators
thought it was
safo to go back
Into the ...
1009, the Foderal
Communications
Commission
(FCC) doveloped
now rules de.
signed to reduce
cablo rmates an
additional 7 per-
oont (beyond the
10 percont promised In September
1983, you may rocall, when your
rates were sdjusted the fimt
timo),

‘Thia 7 porcent solution wes de-
veloped in an attempt to reach a
ate structure comparable to what
the FCC estimates those rates
would be in & typical competitive
environment. In fact, FCC Chalr-
man Reed Hundt promised con-
sumera, “if you're buying the
seme thing In the fall of 1994 ns
you were in the fall of 1092, you'll
be paying less for it.”

Well, guess what? There aro ex-
ceptions to every promise, and it
looka llke we're one of them. The
FCC'a own numbers show that
the 10 percent reduction enscted
in September 1993 transiated to
about 6 percent in actual consum-
er bills, and an increase for some
of us. It's 100 soon to tell whether
the 7 percent I really 7 percent
across the country, One thing is
for aure, though, it's not a 7 per-
cent drop in Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills and Novi.
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tors regurding the now rates In our

area.

‘This summer all cable systems
came under now rate regulations
adopted by the PCC. The new reg-

@ In summary, the now FCC rules require cable

operators to com
standard rate, using this

anoew “benchmark’ or

complex formula.

ulatlons require cable
to reduce rates by 17 percent from
thelr September 1992 lovel.

But thore's a catch. This s
eubjoct to adjustment upward for
Inflation, channel additions, dele-
tions and Increases In external
costs. 8o it's not golug to do you
any good to pull out your old
MetroVision bills, Our basic
cable rates did indeed go up 3.2
percent becauso of theso factors
and others.

Actually, the FCC developed a
compllcated formula — so com-
plicated that it must be d

® For systems owned by a multi-
ple system operator, the number
of systems as of March 31, 1954,

In summ‘ryum , the new FCC rules
requlre ¢ operators to com-
puta a new “benchmark” or stan-
dard rate, using thia complex for-
mula,

If you don't understand all this,
don't worry. The two factors that
heve the groatest lmpact for our
ares ore the ones dealing with tho
number of channels per tior, and
tho medl:ln } household lncome%

r 2

on a computer becauss it deals
with logarithma and such, But
there aro nine factors that cable
operators must spply:

@ The number of channels per
tler (or series) as of March 31,
1934. (MetroVision has 22 chan.
nels on the basic service, and 28
on expanded basic).

8 The number of non-broadcast
channels per tier as of March 381,
1

994,
# The number of subscribers on
cach tier as of March 31, 1994,
@ The number of customers in
service tiers in 1893,
¥ Medlon housshold income for
the franchise areas.
8 Monthly avernge number of
subscriber additional outlets in
1993,
8 Monthly average number of re-
motes rented In 1993,
& Tota! number of subacribers for
the whole system as of March 31,
1994.

Blood drive set Aug. 27

Let the red stuff flow, . . that's
what they're asking at Farming.
ton's St. Gerald Catholic Church.

An American Red Cross blood
drive will be at the church, 21220

Farmington Road, north of Bight
Mile, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 27. For a reservation,
call Vince Scanio at 474-4541 in
the evenings.

In-line skating demo planned

Rollerblade Inc. will sporsor &
free in-line skating demanatration
at the Farmington Hills Play It
Agaln Sporta store, 28946 Ore-
bard Lake Road, from noon to 4
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 21,

Representatives will be on
hand to answer queations about
Rollerblade products.

In-line sksting {s the fastest
growing recreational actlvity in

the United States, according to &
report issucd by the International
In-Line Skating Association.
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Good Old Days o sowting
* 50¢ Bowling & Hot Cogs
August 12-21st

The Hottest Dance & Fliness Fashlons
A Compiato Line of Pointe, Top, Jozz & Ballet Shoos

. 16% Off Your Total Purchase With Ad
In Novi Town Center ot Grand River & Novi Rds.
(Next 1o Sony} » Hours: Mon.-Frl, 10-7; Sat, 10-5 tewm 10194

1ardcmve Coerg tiose
At 1on - CotFen
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School of Dance
Ballet « Point * Tap

azz
2! Preschool Through Adult
Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced Levels
. Mumlnf; Preschool &
Adult

Classes

NOW ACCEPTING FALL ENROLLMENT

UGUSY 30 & SEPT. 1 5

P.M,

Barbara Hatch [B

Many of
Parmington, Parmington Hils
and Novi have balked at factor
number five — tho one consider-
ing median houschold income —
bocauss the income akews upward
in these cities. Hero's what
you can do. Tell the FCC you're
not happy. The FCC has made
this detsrmination, and we aro
forced to live with It right now.

It gets complicatod after thin
But relief from rate rules is also
avatlable to so-called low price
systems. A cable system in which
its March 31, 1994 rate Is below
thia now benchmark rate qualifies
as a low-priced system — and
MetroViaion qualifies.

The bottom line is that rates
did indeed go up in our area. But
{t’s not as bad as you may think.
Stay tuned, and next woek we'll
laok into cable rates throughout
the entire Metro Dstroit area and
soe how MetroVislon stacks up.
We'll also let you know what you

can do and what 8WOCC is al-
resdy doing.

Caren Collins is the Executive
Director of the Southivestern Ock-
land Cable Commission.
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10 a.m., — Travels with Kay:
‘Turkey and Byria

10:30 a.m. — Women on the
Move: I Natural

11 a.m. — Coffoo and conversa-

on

Noon — Farmington Hills Police
Journal

12:30 p.ot, — Dollars and sense:
M-Care

1 p.m. — Benlors on the Move:
boxing trainer

1:30 p.m. — The word of life:
Peter's perapectives

2 p.m. — Prisoners of wedlock

8 p.m. ~— Notth American Indl-
au journa)

4 p.m, — Parmington dance re-
cital: take five

6 p.m. — Your money matters:
mutual funds

6:30 p.m. — Bagels and talk
with Tracy and Phil

7 p.m. —~ Farmington Focus:
Farmington city servicea

7:30 p.m. — Adventures with
Pirate Pete

8 p.m. — Impact video

8:30 p.m. — Law talk: estate
planning

9:30 p.m. — Groove session.

Tuesosy, Aug. 23

10 a.m. — Drewidg men to
Christ

11 um. — Happlest people alive

11:30 a.m, — Money talks

Noon ~ Adventures with Pirate

Peto i
12:30 p.m. ~— Spontancous sen-
jors

1:30 p.m. — BSenlor spotlight:
services for hearing impaired

2 p.ot. — Balon and etl-
quette with Glorja: expetience

thespal

8 p.m. — Pounders Festival pa-
rade

8 p.m. — Lansing connection

8:30 p.m. = Llving with your
addictions

[:1 gam. —= Jt. Japanese: Lezson

6:30 p.m. — Buslness and resi-
dential news

7 p.m, — Cash talks

7:30 p.m. — Parmington Hills
Police journal

8 p.m. — Salon glamour and eti-
quette with Glorix: experience

thespal

8 p.am. ~— Let's talk with Ben
Marks.

WednesJay, Aug. 24
10 s.m, — Legialative forum
10:30 a.m. - The job show
11 a.m. — Study in scripture

11:80 o.m. — Osakland Press

9 p.mi, — Founders festival pet
show,

10 g.m. — Senior messenger

11 a.m. — Pet pointers -

11:30 a.m. - Bagels and talk:
with Tracy and Phil -

Noon — Cash talks

12:30 p.m. ~— Cltizens mln:i:

3:30 p.m. — Viewpolnt

4 p.m. — Clydesdale horses
4:39 p.m. — Performance
& p.ov. — Night life I
6 p.m. — Coffes and conversa*

Syria
7:30 p.m. — Dollars and sense
with J.R: m-care

8 p.m, — Novi news week

perspective 8:30 p.m. — The road: motorcy-
Noon — The way the truth and _ cling .

the life 9:30 pm. -— Travelin' on:
12:30 p.m. — Abundant life Ar-

abic ministries
1 p.m. — Rislng ti Eriday, Aug. 26
2 p.m. — Conflict at the cross. — Roquest your favorite commu-

2:30 p.m. — The problem of life
8 p.m. — Travel the movie trail
4 p.m. ~— Crisia in the modem

nity access program to be
cablocest on Fridsy betwoen 3
p.m. and 9 p.m. Call MetroViaion
at 653-7303.

Drop in at our

i

Maternity Open House
on August 20.

The completely new Special Delivery Center at Botsford General Hospital

has its own private entrance, waiting room/lobby and direct admission. Our
specialized Labor/Delivery/Recovery (LDR) rooms are designed so you can
ly in one room during childbirth with easy access to the latest

stay comfortab
technology.

tours and

lanning,
Feeding.

out what you
For more

care

28050 Grand River Avenue

can

Throughout the afternoon there will be self-guided
ggeakers will be covering topics such as financial
y options and breast-feeding versus bottle-

There will also be door prizes and free refreshments}
So drop in Saturday, August 20, from 1:00-4:00 and find
from our Special Delivery Center.
‘ormation, call (810) 442-7986.

Special Delivery Center
We baby you and your baby, every step of the way.

Farmington Hills, MI 48336-5922
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