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POINTS OF VIEW

would like to respond to Andrew
I Nlckelhofl's guest editorial in the
Aug. 12 Issuo of the Parmlngton Ob-
server.

Mr. NickelhofT has atated his oppo-
altion to the planned unit development
for a Super Kmart at Northwestern
snd 14 Mile. However, he fails to men-
tion thoe fact that development would
replace a long-neglocted residential
subdivision of wells, septic systems,

throughout the yenz.

As n resident of the Glen Acres aub-
divislon, I have addrossed the Farm-
ington Hills Zoning Committes once
already about the faiture of my own

septic system to function properly dur-
Ing spring thaws and heavy, continu.
ous raina.

My septic systom falls, because the
ground does not drain duting heavy
snow melt or continuous rainy periods.
Ecl'k MIQI{[ would prove that bad

and unpaved roads dating back toa
semi-rural period in Farmi; Hills
history.

Qur residontial subdivislon, which
Mr. Nickelhoff fails to mention, has
been isolated by the recent, rapld com-
merciel develop along North -

{ntica exist in the
la] lots in this subdivisl
Howaver, as I have inquired of the
Qakland County Water Department,
and to my knowledge, there are no perk
records which date back to the main

em.

That samo development, which ex.
tends into West Bloomfield, has made
our small subdivision one of the last
parcels of residential land in a bur-
geoning commercial conter.

As such, the area has become lcas
and less desirable for residential living
a8 we becomo immersad in a cauldron
of commercial office buildings, restau-
rants, and shopping centers. To add to
these probloms are & host of environ-
montal concerns such as poor drainage
and high water tables that cause end-
less difficulties for the reaidents

asy Doea It.

E 1t was painted across tho front
of the white Ford pickup moving

steadily north along Orchard Lake

Road in West Bloomfield onc day last

week.

People familiar with Alcoholics
Anonymous recognize it asa catch
phrase that denotes the owner of that
truck an a rocovering alcoholic.

My thoughts immediately switched
to Bill Bonds.

Bonds, the opinionated TV anchor
man and arca resident, had taken the
sama Ore Lake Road route, al-
though far less steadily, in his Jaguara
few nights earlier. Ho was Iater arrest-
od for his uneven, drunken driving on
Commerce Road — near whero his
daughter had died in an alcohol-related
crash 13 years before.

1 wondered if Bonds had over had

the courage to paint “Easy Doca It” on
his car would he be in the situation

he's {n today.

a ¢ for alcoholi
progressivo dlscase, ia just the begin-

frult. i

W

Bonds deserves“ch

o associate western Michigan with

period of the Glen Acres
subdivision (1964).

One may apeculate that the perk
testing of the soll was not a strict re-
quirement during that period of time,
and thin msy oxplain how the contrac-
tor built this subdivislon. H it

i Tho aroa has hecome
leas and loss desirable for
residential living as we be-
come Immersed [n a caul-
dron of commerclal office
bulldings, restaurants, and
shopping conters.

Super Kmart’s effects wouldn’t be all negat

by, it ices over and becomes a alushy
frozen mesa that extonds across the
frontage of Clairview Drive and inward
on Clairview Court by at least 100 foct.

DPW records should show that the
Clalrview subdivision haa had annus!
winter ice removal at the apex of Clair-
view Road facing the golf course, In re-
trospoct, I do not understand why a

‘The source of this continuous drain-
ago is a 24-hour-a-day, 385-days-a-year
i fon from t

sump pumps. I have measured the rate
of flow from our subdivision, and dur-
Ing the summer, it is spproximately
two gallons/minute.

If Mr. NicklehofT uzes his matb, that
worka out 1o roughly 3,000 gallons of
water o day. This continvous dminage
of water causes the easements of many
lots in Clalrview Court to becomo

does not remedy toilota that refuse to
flush during ralny/snowy periods of
thia year.

‘The other problem with Clalrview
Court is the atorm wator drain system.
During the year, water drains down the
Clairview Court culverts to find its way
evontually to a croek on the perimeter
of the Glen Oaks Golf Course.

ning. For most

p-like during the spring and
summer.

subdiviaion would have been built to
accommodate basements on land that
requires such high drainage rates.

Many of the aforementioned prob-
{cms have been reported time and
ogain, by many residenta, to the city.
But no remedies short of a total up-
grade to the infrastructure (scwer, wa-
ter, and storm-water drainage) exist.
This would require the residonts to
shoulder tho entire cost of upgrading
the area.

The homeowners of Clairview and
ngh\ﬁew would have to bear a pllljdu!.

ve

care about the residents of thisares o
and their quality of life.

Purthermore, even if the PUD is
shelved, commercial development
along Northwestern will probably con-
tinue unabated in one form or another.
This is the area where businesses want
to locate, and ono way or another, they
will fully develop what is left of the
ares. Conversely, Kmart which already
has a store next to the planned sito —
would probably build its d P
close to the same area, but not neces-
sarily in Farmington Hills (i.0. West
Bloomfield).

If that happens, Farmington Hills
would lose the added tax revenues, as
well aa inhorit any problems that
might be generated from not bavinga
say in the project.

Instead of this, Farmington Hills
could seizo the opportunity ta su-
perviss the development of this area,

imizo the benefit to its infrastruc-

a

isp bly holf the state
valuation of their homes. To many of

. . the residents that make up this mid-

, tho biggest p ocour | gig.cl ity of | pri 1 am told, is the reason planned unit
during the winter months when the houscs (relative to Farmi Hills), 3 oal ts were d
drainpipe under Clairview Drive the cost of des to the infr “ gov

freezes. Once this happens, as it docs
every winter, the water accumulates in
the culvert at the end of Clairview until
the overfill spills onto the road, where-

coholica, aftercare and regular partici-
pation in Alcoholics Anonymous is

ey,

“Samcone who really works with AA
realizes the support it takes to rebuild
what the disease has destroyed,” says
Renee Gerger, a clinical social worker
with an extensive backyround in help-
ing chemical dependent people and
their familles.

Cerger, whose offico serves as the
help line for the Michigan State Bar
Lawyers and Judges, says prominent,
high-powered people with alcohol and
drug problema may have an added bur-
den in the following areas:

& Ego: “They lack humility. You can go
o treatment 60,000 times,” she says,
“but until you soe that you are power-
less aver this disease™ there is no real
change in behavior.

® Enabling: As wo've secn in the case
of Bands, police leniency through the
years plua knowing that his job was se-
cure, may have kept him from hitting
bottom.

Mud-slinging diverts focus
from state’s pressing needs

ance to tak

“Obvioualy there are cconomics in-
volved,” Gerger says. “The people
{those setting the ground rules) didn’t
really understand alcoholism. If the
discase is not arrested it's going to get
worse.”

ture and tax base, and minimize the
impact, if any, to the community. This,

loped by city

ture would be prohibitive and make n
cconomic sensc,

Of course, Mr. Nicklehoff and his
small band of supporters realiy don't

® Easy Does It: They go right from
treatment back into the froy.

“Once you're out of treatment, you
really must have the time to integrate
the skills that you leamn into your life,”
Gerger oays.

But Bonds is not one to give up on.
“I have seen people that aro 6o sick
that you would say, no chance,” Gerger
says. “And they have been able to go

into recovery and maintain it.”

I have never enjoyed watching Bonds
on the air. He is supposed to be a pres-
enter of news, yet he consistently
crosses the line to inject opinion.

During past discussions of Bonds'
style in the newsroom, editor Sandra
Armbruster has always defended him.

Nearly 30 ycars ago he was her in-
structor of radio and TV news writing

John M. Gantchar, a Ford Motor
Company cngineer, is a 14-year resi-
dent of Farmington Hills.

e one day at a time

at the University of Detruit.

*He made just such an impact on my
carcer,” Armbruster says. "He was the
one who taught me how to conduct a
good interview and to phraso a good
question. I owe him a lot for that.”

“*We ail go through problems,” Arm-
bruster says. “He's not someone to be i
}hmwn away because ho's an alcohol- B
i .

Of this latest bout of alcoholic be-
havior, she says: “I'm disappointed,
but I'm not going to write him off my
list.”

1n fact, Bonds may have his best
chance cver, He is reported to be at a
clinic that specializes in treating high-
powered people.

‘We sincerely wish you One Day At A
Time, Bill.

It

fishing and fi

nates the air.

h

pmd\rcuon. Lately it has tumned into
the sits of & mud-slinging festival that contami-

Even Republi from the

mud comes from the 1990 amendments
fedoral Clean Afr Act.

Here, quickly, ia the background: A decade
ago, the foda found thres countios — Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb — guilty of having disty

alr. Major solution: annual automobile

sions tests (AETs) for $10 before we can buy

our vehicle tabs.

armpit of the state are to blame, it seers, The

to the

omis-

Alr Act.

18 The mud comes from the 1990
amendmeonts to the federal Clean

YLD BE-WRATSHDPRING

Undor the 1930 act, the feds fnuncll’u:m ;esl-

- em inn
(Grand Rapids), Ottawa and Muskegon. I sus-
peet thelr wast-aide pride is damaged more than

thelr pocketbooka. Now they are in the

category as the money-sucking slums of Wayne,

Oakland and Macomb counties.

"Gov. John Engler, up for ro-clection, has

Jolned thoe fray, threatening “‘aggress Ive

against the fods. Echoing the official Grand

Rapids line, Engler said:

.. “Michigan is not to blame. Weat Michigan ia
balng punished for air pollution that arca com-
panies and residents did not cause. West Mich-

. Iian is responsible for only 4 percent of the
peoblem. The lion’s share of the problem travels
to Michigan from other areas, like Milwaukee,

Gary and Chicago.”

Bngler's campalgn manager, Dan Pero, thick-
: Vetnring T Ic gu-

ent

same Jagt and the late Paul Henry.

aven west-siders like Fred Upton, Guy Vender-

. Looking at a map and aerial photographs, the
b o

g,

must

action"
Yeas for their * i

Grand Rapida gang and Engler have it wrong.
l(.an!. Ottawa and Muskegon counties can't be

(dirty air).

slo and pristine Lealanau?

" encd the
bernatorial Howard Wolpa was to blame. As &
congresaman, Wolpe co-sponsored the Clean
Alr Act amandments. Pero called Wolpe “a lib-
ashington Democrat who is out of touch
with Michlgan” and a “liberal enviroumental
. extremint”

eral Wi

- ' Gary Corbin, Democratic state chalr, shaved
-:ﬁlmﬂbw.klntboﬂOP‘nm"Evcf.yR;pub-
' o PPt

rates,
Et c.hu.

caste

Yor of
of

Lake Orics, Carl Purssll, R-Plymouth,
e . »

.:lioan
“wote identical to Wolpe's,” satd Corbln, point-
3 -Iqhhnumﬂllrlﬂﬂul Broomfield, R-

plications of state and

and 2047, mailbox 1881.

. N v .

Why don’t Bridgman, St. Joseph and Benton
Harbor have dirty air? They'ro directly in the
path of the pravailing southwest winds emanat-
ing from the steel mills of Gary, Ind. Why aren’t
' Van Buren, Allegan, Oceana and Mason coun-
ties on the dirt [lst? What about Manlatee, Ben-

Face [t: Grand Rapids, Muskegon and envi-
tons are i the big tims, Englar will accomplish
little except full employment for lawyers by
fighting thelr dirty-air status, Moreover, the
mud bath takes attention away from genuinoly
presalng iasues: potholed roads, rising tuition
‘weed-grown parks, workplace safety, court

Tim Richard reports regularly on the local im-
events. You can

lecve o message for him by colling (313) 983-

status”
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August 19.28,

Join us at Oakland Mall for
some two-steppin',
toe-tappin', hoot scootin'
country fun!

v Frl., Ang 19
7m,

¢ Juss., Aug. 23
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WHAYT SHOPPING SHOULD BE

<WHAT: SHQRPIKC SHOULD'E

Thees Fuusy Litile Pespte
({1111 characiors)

Conntry

Denlm & Lsco

13 .
.:, Hudion's, JCPanney, Sean and over 130 greal stores and
4 sarvioes, ¢ Mon.Bol, 10 o.m.% p.m, + Sun, noon - & p.m.

EWHAY AUGUST SHOULD 'BE . WHAL
g

AT AUGUST
SHOULD BE.

Entry blanks avaitable at all mall stores
See information Booth for detalls,

ale Arttst GRS

(eeuntey Sine dance damensteations)
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