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Top pros enter B

‘The wait is over.
The time bhas
comme. The
Bassmasters
bave armi
0 hundred

wy Houston (two-time B.A.S.S.
Angler of the Year), Lamry Nixon
{lesding money winner and four-
time MegaBucks champion) and
D.:i{d Fitts (1993 M:;l“t;n C!ulalc

ne
of the top-tanked
professicnsl bass
angless from

battle it out cn
Lake St. Clair nest week in the
!ooxsr—da,y. pro-am Bassmaster Top
100.

“They're bringing in the top
100 pros from all over the coun-
uy.” _u.id Livcaizn Duane Ray, 2

pro-am

“This is like 2 pro-am (golf tour-
nament) at the TPC and being
able to golf with (Lee) Trevino or
(Jeck) Nicklaus. This is as big as
it geta for bass anglers.™

Such notable pros ms Roland
Martin {17-time Basamaster tour-
nament winner), Rick Cluon
{four-time world champion), Jim-

world

B.AS.S. Angler of the Year) will
all be competing in tho tourna-
ment, which runs Wednesday,
Aug. 24, through Saturday, Aug.
2.

Joining the pros will be local
smatevrs Greg Babiarz of Farm-
ington Hilla, Livenians Duane
Ray, Jobn “Randy™ Sparkman
and Rick Swain, Darrin Beattio of
Aubumn Hills, Kyle Greeno of
Bloomfield Hills, Rick Van Tiem
of West Bloomfield and Art War-
go of Rocheater.

The 100 amateurs were selected
through a random draw from na-
tional and intcrmational entriea.
Amateurs will compete enly
agninst other amateurs and will
fish with a different pro each day.

*““This in the thrill of a lifetime.”
said Babiarz, a two-time qualifier
for the Michigan Basa Federation
atate fish-off. “They're coming to
fish my lake, and I'm looking for-

ward to learning something.
They'll leam in two days what it
took me two years to leamn. I'm
elated.”

Swaln had simllar leclings.

“This is the biggest thing that
has heppened to mo in a long
long time,” he sald. “I've never
had much luck gambling or with
the lottery so when I got picked
for this I just couldn't belleve it.
What 1 leamn from these guys will
be invaluable to me.”

Monday and Tuesday will be
practice days. The toumament
runs Wednesday through Satur-
day. Dally 3 p.m. weigh-ins are
open to the public and will take
place at the plcnic site at the
North Marina at Metro Besch
Metropark in Mount Clemens.

Sparkman, winner of the TNT
Top Dog Tourmament on Belle-
ville Lako earlier this year, sald
he “welcomes the challenge of
being paired with someone of that
caliber” and feels the pros will
fike what they find on Lake St.

Clair.
think they'll be back,”

g
Sparkman zald. “The emall-

assmaster

mout:: ality on St. Clalr Is phe-
nomenal. Even s novice can go
out thero and catch amallmouth.
I'm really excited.”

The proa will be available for
autographa and s short plcturs-
taking session sfter thoy welgh in
thele fish cach day.

“If peoplo want to see soms big
bass they'll seo some real nlee
ones at the welgh-ins,” added Ba-
biars. “Thoss southern boys just
love to come up hero and fish for
smallmouths and Lake St..Clalr
{s probably the third beat body of
water for smallmouth bess fishing
in the world. Lake Erie is proba-
bly number one and Lake Ontario
is number two. The Great Lakes
are totally unfished for bass, and
{ think the proa are going to like
A

Anglers are urged to report their
success. Questions and comments
are also encouraged. Send infor-
mation to Outdoors, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, MI. 48009. Fox in-
formation to 644-1314 or call Bill
Parker Monday evenings at (810)
90)-2575.

Tourney puts state waters on display

B@ PARKER
STAY Warraa
Art Ferguson is excited about

the Michigan Bassmaster Top
100 coming to Lake St. Clair pext
week,

Bven though he won't be com-
pedng in the four-day pro-am
event, the Rochester Hills native

Livonia resident is excil
abdut the prospect of 100 of the
togt profeasionals from scrosa the
natfon coming to Gsh bis home

Metro Beach Metropark
Mount Clemens.

There will be 100 boats in the
t with a pro and an
ampteur in each bost. Eight of
thowe amateurs bail from the Ob-
sarver & Eccentric coverage area.

“This s a buge tournament,
and 1 think it’s poing to open a lot

what Michigan has to

E

B ‘This is a huge tour-
nament, and | think
it's going to open a lot
of eyoes as to what
Michigan has to offer.
The largemouth fish-
Ing Is gocd out there,
but the smallmouth
fishing Is Just pho-
nomenal. | think every-
one will have an op-
portunity to do very
well.’
Art Ferguson
fishing professionai

suide service on the 490-square-
mile lake during the summer.

~ "There are a lot of shallow,
weedy, sandy areas with plenty of
forage. I'd have to say Lake St
Clair probably has the second or
third best smallmouth fishery in
the nation. About.60 percent of
the lake is cument influenced,
which is what smallmouth like.”

The bass arc there

Ferguson took me cut on Lake
St. Clair recently to give me &
gimpse of what the pros will be
up against.

We didn't expect to do real well
since we went out the day after a
cold front moved through and the
morning began without a cloud in
the sky. Despite these unfavor-

able fishing conditions, we man-
eged to catch 10 bass (as well 22
two pike and one shad) in a half
day of fishing. The biggest was a
§-pound, 5-ounce amallmouth,
and our biggest five weighed bet-
ter than 16 pounda.

Wo concentrated our efforts on
“secandary spots” (he wouldn't
show me his favorite holea) and
fished mostly over weedlines in
five to cight (eet of water. We
caught most of the bass on pearl
Gitzits and chartreuse Raottle-
Trepa.

The Michigan Bassmaster Top
100 is the first of 15 qualifying
events on the $4 million profes-
sional Bassmuaster Toumnament
‘Trail that leads to the prestigious
world champlonship B.A.S.S.
Masters Claasic.

More than $270,000 will be up
for grabs next week, including
$24,000 cash and a $21,000 fully
rigged Ranger Bass Boat for the
top professional and a $19,000
fully rigged Ranger Bass Boat for
the amateur champ.

‘The 100 amateurs were selected
through s random draw from na-
tional and international entries.

Ferguson decided not to enter
the amateur draw and instead
worked to help Roland Martin —
one of the nation’s most popular

A friend and mentor

Ferguson became friends with
Martin while gulding out of Mar-
tin's Marina on Flarida’s Lake
Okeechobes over the last few
winters.

“I consider Roland a great
friend and a mentor,” Ferguson
said. “Roland haan't fished tour-
naments for two years, so I was
kind of helping him get caught up
on what's happening, especially
with amallmouth. I showsd him
around for & week during pre.
practice and we did a show on
Lake St. Clalr, which will air after
the first of the year.

“When you get to meet a celob-
rity like Rolsnd Martin, at first
you're kind of in awe,” Perguson
said. “Now [ lock at him a3 &
friend, but sometimes I look at
him and think 'Wow! That's my
childhood idle aitting there.’ *

Although Ferguson won't bo
fishing when the tournamont be-
gins next Wednesday, he'll hardly
be sitting still.

“I'll be pretty busy. (Livonia
reaident) Ed Dietrich and 1 will
be running the camera boat for

o Bassmaster TV crew,” be
zaid. “Jan’s Sport Shop in Good-
rich, my local sponsor, will have
the exclusive bost display at the
weigh-in site and I'll be helping
out there, t00."”
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bass anglers and s 17-time
B. T winner
— prepare for the Michigan tour-
nament. Martin is also tho bost of
The Roland Mantin Fishing
Show, which airs locally on the
TNN eable station.
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