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By STEIVE KOwALSK]
STary Wams

Scott Niemiee and Gary Pi-
erce have had belter numbens
but not a better experience.

The pair of furmer Observer-
land beseball standouts just re-
turned from playing io the 10
tearn Wooden Bat Lesgue in
Cape Cod, Msss, where they
played against some of the top
collegiate talent in the nation.

Despite modest results, Niem-
iec, who will be & senior at the
University of Michigan, and Pi-
erce, who starts school neat
weoek at the University of South
Carolina-Aiken, say they'll be
better off in the long run.

Scott Kapla, another former
Observerland star who plays at
Eastern  Michigan University,
als0 played in the league. Kapla,
who gradusted from Redford
Calhuhc Central and lives in

h, was in Joh
Pl. playing in the All-American
Amateur Baseball Associstion
national tournament with a
team that drafted him and was
unavailable.

Niemiev, a 1991 Plymouth Sa-
fem graduate, played catcher for
a team called the Cotuit Ket.
teleers. The Ketteleers failed to
make the playoffs and Niemiec
had eight hits in 79 st-bata {foz
a .101 svernge), 11 RBI and sev-
€n runs scored

He struck out 16 times and
was walked 10 times.

Niemiee, wha was platovned
with another catcher, caught for
Jason Bell, who had a 162

[ ] BASEBALL

record for Oklahoma State last
year, and Louisiana Stato stand.
out Brett Laxton.

Some of his teammates in-
cluded U-M players Brian Sim-
mons, Scott Weaver and Jobn
Arvai.

Niemiec was coming off a big
year st U.M, where he led the
Wolverines in hitting with & .331
avernge and had a 970 fielding
perventage.

~1 was hitting at people a lot,
cither grounders or line drivea
and not finding holes,” he aaid.
1 guess 1 used all my luck up at
school. ] wasn't about to change
everything that got me there. |
was real enthused how [ caught
and threw, how I handled mysell
behind the plate”

Niemiec said he stayed with
the Murphys, a family with two
children, including  rabid base-
ball fan, 3-year-old Allison.

This was Niemiec's second
year with the Murphys. He
spent half of tast season in Cape
Cod.

“Allison was 2 last summer
and was into baseball then and
she was even more into it this
yeat, :om‘ to the ballpark every
game,” said Nictniec, who made
money as 8 landscaper esch
morning. “Cape Cod is bcnulﬂul
and the baschall is a plus.”

Pierce, a 1991 Westland Johno
Glenn graduate who spent the

Summer league helps players

1ast two years st Henry Ford
Community College, batted lesa
than .200 in a month with the
Chatham A's,

Piorce played second base,
shortatop and third base.
the summer play-
ing in » less-prestigious wooden
bat league in New York befors
;ce‘:g‘uthocnllwhudto&p-

“The Cape was the best base-
ball esperience of my life,” Pi-
erce said. “Belng a junior college
player, 1 badn't soen that callber
of pltching, but I wasn't over-
powered. [t's & pitcher’s league
out there. There's a few flame
throwers, but most throw in the
upper 80s and can put the ball
where they want it.”

Leaving New York was like
getting promoted from the minor
leagues to the majors. Plerce did
not have a job while in New
Yotk and lived In less than fa-
vorable coaditions in s “run-
down” apartment.

Dave Martin, an aasistant
coach st Bowling Green and for-
merly at Henry Ford, cosches in
the Cape and was reaponsible
for petting Pierce there. During
hia month at the Clp'. Piorce
ith a family in a house
and worked momings at base-
ml c-nk:‘pn before heading to the

par!

“1 wanted to get out of there
(New York),” Pierce said. “They
told me they'd get me a job and
they didn't. I bad to get money
from my mom and dad and thst
set them "

The Mid-Ametica Mustangs ro-
tumed from a successful road trip
and thelr highest finiah evor in a

lonal 80

Mustangs take 4th at

SOFTBALL

fball

The 16-and-under girls alow-
pitch toam finished fourth out of
45 teams in the ASA tournament
Aug. 11-14 in Jacksonville, Pla.
‘That followed s tie for ninth place
In the USSSA world tournament
Aug. 4.7 ln Lesington, 8.C.

The Mustangs started the ASA
evont with & 10-6 loas to the
Blazers from Nﬂ‘ﬂh thllc R:ick.

won national NSA and USSSA
tournamenta.

“Wa made it to the Final Four;
that was our goal, and we did it
the hard way,” Knickerbocker
sald.

““That was a blg feather in our
cap. Wo badn't played ASA all

nationals

County Misfits from le-uvmv
Gu., In thelr only game Aug. 4, 55
in 12 Innlogs.

Tho Mustangs whipped tht
Tennessew atats champlon, Mld::
Tennessce Radlology from
McMinnville (Tenn.), 13-4 and
svenged a loas [n an carller tour.
nament to the Loulsville (Ky.)
Hll N-Mlsses with an 12-1 v{ciot

Th-n came back-to- bnci
dnlr'u later that dny, Aug. 6. The
loat @ 4.0 lesd and thé

soason. We wore coming In as an
know blished & good

Atk. But they
ning five consecutive games — all
the next day.
“The (irst gume started at 9
2.m., and we left the fleld at 11:30
that night,” Mid-America spokes-
man Ray Knickerbocker sald.
“We've played five {in one d.ly)

before but never won al five.” ®
d the

and
P 1 h
there."

for
In the USSSA toumament at
Lexington, the Mustangs won
thelr first three games but loat

game 5.4 to the Neel Chupn
from Danville, Ala., and were
eliminated 9-6 by Whalen F'mu(
from Brownaburg, Ind.

The Muuunw hnd & number of

their next two and were olimi;
ed the second day.
Mid-Americs n%od the Fayctte

during
the two tournaments, according u
Knicketbocker.

The
Litchfield (Ky.) All-Stars 15-4,
the Oklahoma Miafits 10-2, the
North Meridian (Minn) Opllm~
ists 4-3 in nine innings, the Or-
lando (Fla.) Magic 12-8 and the
Weekend Warriors of York, Pa.,
18

1f there was one crucial hit dur-
ing the five-gume run, it was a
baszea-loaded aingle by Belleville’s
Julie Jones that gave Mid-Ameri-
ca its win over the Optimists.
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Stop smoking

Sunday, the M
the third-placo Jasper (Al)
Tomboys 5-3 before losing to the
sventual runner-up Douglas (Ga.)
Bobcats 6-1.

Mid-America finished ahead of
another Douglanville team, the
Georgia Girls, who had previously
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COUNCIL:

CITY OF PARMINGTON l'lll.l.S
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDIN
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR PUBLIC BEMUNG MEETING
AUGUST 15, 1994
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Hilts for the pest two years. The Montessort
Nm Jo lesm and develop 3ociel skitts
normal

Tincerperten a08".
1 quictly found that the Mortessor] method

o

dynamic lseming
mmmnmmm
W Center of fkm

born talants dn children in 8 very safe, nurturing, An and supportive way.

MONTESSOR) CENTER OF FARMINGTON HILLS
25001 W. 13 MRE AOAD, FATIEHGTON HILLS 1154314188

progeam has
bqul:wwm
Drings oxt the nstural
hnponm-lngmb

Give Ability
a Chance.

For 75 years Easter
Seals has been helping
people with disabilities
live with dignity, equal-
ity and independence.
Because wonderful
things happen
when you give
ability a chance.
Support Easter Scals.
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of law. The persn who

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE C-13-94, an Ordisance to Amend
Traffic and Motor Vebicles,
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KATHRYN A. DORNAN, City Clerk
City of Parmiagtoa Hills
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& Rollerblade.

7
IN OUR LATEST

When the Rollerblade demo van pulls up to our store, you'll want to get In
fine for some free wheeling. You'll see all the latest skates and protective gear and get
& chance to take a spin for yoursell, The demo crew will also answer your questions

MODELS.

about boots, wheels, bearings, you nameit.so.comroillmundinwrdemonm
Andmenmalmldefoflgmtpdceonammolwheds.

Come on and take a free rida at:
PLAY IT AGAIN
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