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‘Losing Jessica’
is a compelling story

“Losing Jessica.” by Robby DeBoet (289 pp., Doubleday,
$22.00)

# you know, in a recent, much-publicized

legal battle, Robby and Jan DeBoer of Ann

Arbor lost the 212-year-old child thoy had
roised since birth to tho child's natural parents,
Cara and Dan Schmidt, of Towa. Known then as
Baby Jessica (and since re-named Anna), the lit-
tle gird bas lived with tho Schmidts for a little
over & year now.

This sometimes surprising, up-closo and per-
sona} account of that battle doesn’t clarily every-
thing about this heart-wrenching event, of
course. But, keeping in mind that overy story
has (at least) two sides, “Losing Jesaica® will cor-
tainly help anyone reading it to sec the aspiring
adoptive parents - and what they tried todo -
mare clearly. And, in a highly readable way, it
will anawer many guestions about the legal sys-
tem, capecinlly s it relates to this case.

Reading this book is a little like aitting down
with a loquacious friend (DeBoer madeas
at her own wodding) who is trying very hard to
make sense af something that docs not lend it-
self to logic: a full-fledged nightmare.

She stumbles from time to time, She contra-
dicts herself now and then and, in doing so, con-
fuses. Also, her frequent tendency to nolo how
1ong and how often she wept during the night~
mare threatens somehow to trivialize her emo-
tion, and even to turn this highly dramatic story
into melodrama at times.

Ultimately, though, “Losing Jessica” is a gen.
uinely moving, quiotly nompollin:!'wry of this
“yenture into o dark place . . . fi | of pain.”

“How was it possiblo that so many prafcsaion-
al people could havo been wrong?" DeBoer asks
st one point.

Good q]uestion.

It should be stressed at the outset that this
book is not simply a single-noted, unrelieved cry
of pain. Everyday life with “Jessi,” who secma to
have been a remarkably uncomplicated child,
was app: ly an ongoing. ph Alled ad-
venture for the DoBoers. We watch as she grows,
going hnwhumdupnryu.cnﬁnnmﬁrur

{ng with adoring parents, corous]
around with Dutchy, the golden retriover, and
other closo friends.

But, for the Deboers (almest from the start), &
darknees lingered at the edges of the fun, With
time, it seemed to creep into more and mora cor-
ners, to touch almost every aspect of
their lives, uptil Jesica herself scemed, in &
senac, the only Jight left.

Por instance, though DeBoer does not really
dwell on it bere, the Ann Arbor couple came, ear-
lym.mboinnuwdupunhﬂnmdddmm-

Jessica minor surgery. Medical bil
umdln.OnuuwuwhwllorMamthﬂrlo-
p!pmodlnl.lhﬂrwbnhdm,mdlm
them stranded just outsids Moline, IIL.
Wmnchmknﬂh-mﬂdupainhundm
for $3,000, or he would give us $400," DoBoer
mm'w.hldj\?tmndnthqtmwymmt. ..

We took the $400.
Friends and family 1ster chipped in, enabling
anmdh:mplumb\iylmdm.

-tionless’ ‘who didnt have much to say, or
i b i, condda think of how to sxy it. Tk lat
“tere, 1 are strikingly articulate. One
somadsy this rathar shadowy

of these svants, also, - -
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Michigan’s largest children’s
art show will be on display at
the Plymouth Cultural Center |

¥ Art from outer space
along with cartoon favorites
like Kit the Cat and the Lion
King spring to life in the
fourth annual Children’s
Art Show Aug. 28 at the
Plymouth Cultural Center.
This is the largest exhibit of
children's art in Michigan
featuring more than 350 art
works by students ranging
in age from 3 to 18.

By LINDA ANN CHOMIN
SrAry Waimen

Yvonne Lorenz
of Plymouth be-
lioves strongly in
raising her chil-
dren Katie, 10,
and Joey, 8, to be
well rounded, For
the lnst two summers the Lorenz

1i1d ve Yed woeklong art
campa run by D & M Art Studio and
the city of Plymouth Parks ond
Recreation Department.

They along with 185 other bud-
ding artists from the summor camps
will exhibit more than 350 artworks
in a wide spectrum of mediums from
painting, drawing ond clay to
scratchboard, sand and animation
ccla in “Art from Outer Space” 3-6
p.m. Sunday, Auvg. 28, in tho
Piymouth Cultural Center, 525
Farmor. The public is invited. A ve.
coption sponsored by the city of
Plymouth Parks and Recreation
along with the viewing of art, and a
secret mural ia freo.

“It's a torrific sclf confidence
builder to havo their work in an art
show and have people como and sco
it. That's just an oxcellent end to the
week.” sald Lorenz, who worked as &
teschor'n aide during her children’s
camp session to help dofray the costs.

“The kids have a grent time. Both
of my kids lova to draw, love to
paint, but Jooy plays sports as well.
They need sports for the physical ex-
orcise. Thoy learn to cooporats and
work together as a toam with oth-
ors. In the art camps, they get an

Young artists: Kristen Dillenbeck (top right) helps Angela Napolitano with her artﬁ)ork.

rials on his creation (above).
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State art

By Many KLxmic
BTAYY WIITER

Jt's & renlly big show 6t the Paint
Creek Center for the Arts.

The Rochester center’s cighth an-
nusal Celebrate Michigan Artists ex-
hibition foatures many large-size
llr_!ocu and local talent from Redford

avmlhlﬂ.

Tho show runs 10 s.m. to & p.m.
Tuesdsy through Saturday to &p&.
23 in the Main Gallery at 407 Pine.

The show is big in other ways too.
More artists are entering the ovent

ity reputation grows. .
“I wan reslly impressod,” said

Kristen helped her mother, Sharon Dillenbeck, teach the class. Techniqueivas stressed at
this summer’s art class. Matt Reuter,

10, of Canton Township wsed plenty of textured mate- |

Helping hand: :
Jamie Tucci,”
an instructor.
at this ycar's:
artcamp,
offers some
advice to
young artist .
Sarah .
Bartholemew:

show has big news

MariaLuisa Belmonte, PCCA exhibi-
tion director, *I thought tho quality
was exceptionally high.”

More than 200 artists submitted
ontrios to this year'a compatition.
Juror MaryAnn Wilkinson, clat

 mastor of fine arts degree from the

Brary PHOTOS BY D

Award recipients

This yoar's firgt prize {%$1,000)
winnor is “Porfoct 1dea” by Nelson
Smith of Perndale, who corned a

curator of 20th century art at tho

Dotrolt Instituto of Arts, solectad

works by 37 nrtists from 26 commu-
nities in Michigan. .

“This show is a superb croes soction

of Michigan art, including many artists

. who have devoted im|

to 23 #ome at

working here, a8
beginning of thair professional Lives,”
Wilkinson said in & statement.

See ART SHOW, 2D

0Oli on canvas: Redford
Township artist James
Pujdowski displayed
“Excursion,” a scene of s
awans in which colors are
angled to create a sense of
flowing movement. "k
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 Westland artist, Saundra Weed kicks off tho

ﬁllmgwn;:;nsmt.uwiuunmm:mln
and ol painti :

C
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annualcsichuld Kubinski Art Competition to be

work judgod Bost. of Shaw, Other awards in-
cludo $150 for First Prize, $100 for Becond, and
e o e Piends
o Frien;
of Polish Art and tho Orchard Lake Schools.
Artwork will be exhibited Oct. 230 st the
Galeria on the schools’ campus northwest of
Dottt e e ;e
For more information and an entry form, call
Johanna Blaleckd & - N K
" at (318) 681-4198, or Marian Owcsarski st
(6106830345, . " oL - o

ter, call. .
&'é'nu wt (319) 462-
LR
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