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-€ity’s on road again

. “Mhe city of Farmmington will
‘-~ventitive to rmaintain Farming-
~'ton Ra.d through an agree-
~" mweént with the Road Commis-
sion for Cukland County.
The agreement foe 1995 calls
. for the vounty to pay the city
r834,11690 fur upkecp of the
, road from Bight Mile to Grand
~‘River. That works out to
ﬁ.smm,m a nmile, which is a 3.
bercent increase from last year.
~Ibat comes on top of a S-pet-
cent increase from the previous
Yyear.
For several years, Farming-
ton didn't reveive any increase.

tivea for the turnabout.

Councilman Richard Tupper
said & 5-percent increase is in
oeder.

“These roads are taken bet.
ter care of than in any other
community in the immediste
area,” Tupper said “There's
no teason why wo shouldn’t be
given a reasonable amount of
money to do that.”

The city sametimes spends
twice the amount it recrives
from the county for upkeep,
which includes crack sealing
and snow and ice removal.
bl

Timbercrest plan tabled for study

By BiLL COUTANT
HYAFF WhiTER

A controversial project facing
an uphill struggle against public
opinion and the Farmington Hills
City Council is getting another
lock from the city — maybe its
last.

ARter developer Gary Jonna,
representatives of Voters' Voice
and city officials met for the third
time Aug. 11 to negotiate the
Timbercrest deve{upmonl on 92

sald Sharon Stein, chairwoman of
Voters' Voice.

“After scelng the article In the
Obsorver, 1 think that further ne-
gotiations would bo uaeless,™ she
sald in & standing-room-only city
councl! chamber Monday night.

Jonna sald his article simply
stated the background and phi.
tosophy of the proposed planned
unit development, adding that
persanal attacks against himself
and city mu’ndl membq;f- were

acres of the comner ol
Middlebelt and 12 Mile, the par-
ties agreed to ask the city council
to table action and meet in a
study seaalon of seasions.

City Bill Costick said

City Manager Frank Laubolf
credits working with County
Commissivoer Duan Wolf and
road commission representa-

The agr is p
because the city can provide a
higher level of maintenance, of-
ficials said.
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in a memo to the council that de-
spite an apparent impasse on is-
sues, including the size and type
of commercial shapping center
planned, a study seasion with the
council might help the process.
But & guest column in Monday's
Obsetver made it ctear that Jonna
isn't going to concede enough,

" and unfalr.’

“It's regrettable that there bave
boen more personal attacks than
focus on the issues,” he said.

Most of those issties have been
under discusslon for more than a
yoar since Jonna's firat propoaal,
which included a large retail store
— Source Club — and more than
200 housing units, came before
the planning commlssion. After
the city council voted to recanaid-
er approval of a scaled down ver-
sion that included 180 dotached
single-family houses and a shop-

pleg centor with ne glant rotallor,
the nogotiations began.

Jonna proposed cutting the
number of houses to 165 from 180
and increasing the minimum

Lindquist polnted out that the
traflic study used the nationsl av.
erage of 1.6 vehicles per house-
hold. In more affluent communi-
tles such as Farmington Hills,

frontage to 7075 feot from 65 foet.
Ho also d & ial

mall at the corner o
and 12 Mile that included a gro-
cory store, but would limit hours
of operation, and a stand.alone
restaurant.

But Voters' Volce members,
who are also Involved in a recall
effort against Mayor Larry Licht.
man, want to atart over with ex.
isting zoning and go from there.

Trust, or the lack of it on both
sldes, dominated publlc com.
ments that lasted for about two
hours and remains the primary is-

sue.

Susan Lindqulst, an environ-
ment engincer with Ford Motor
Co., presented findings from a

at avorage is higher, sho aald.
In addition, the four-phase alg-
f Middlebelt  naling p d for the int

tion would worsen traffic, which
in 54 percont “passby,” or motat-
ista who do not live in the area.
Even If the traffic estimates were
correct, the road and signal im-
provemonts would pot improve
traffic patterna to anything close
to the standard for urban arcas
nationwide, Lindquist said.

The project would slso viclate
stato Department of Natural Re-
sources and legal roatrictions on
wetlands, rotention basins and
runolf, she sald.

The counci! voted unanimously
to teble considerstion of the
project and meet in a study eez-

traffic study and also concerns  alon with Jonna and Voters’ Voice
about the envi 1 impact fere bringing it back
of tho proposed project. for action.
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