Yes, Farmington Observer readers, you
made our week.
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Survey says . . .
Thanks for the kind comments
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The Observer is part of fiving 1n the Farmington
arva. It 13 part of my life! Kevp up the good work.

hanks, anonymous Farmington-area

reader, we nevded thut.Plense don't

think we're fishing for cumpliments from
our readers. We're nat. But here’s 8 reader who
likes what she seed every Monday and Thurs-
day when the old Farmingten Observer hits
her doorstep. We're pleased that she's pleased.

There were lots more kind words written
about the Observer in the many responses to
the paper's recent readership survey,

“Love your paper!” said another favoruble
response. “Would be lost without it. Can't wait
for Mon. & Thurs.’s papers. Great for the local
scene.”

Obviously, we're overjoyed «
little surprised.

1t was just another one of those readership
surveys t[3 it just our imagination, or do there
seem 1o be a lot of them these days?) placed
inconspicuously on an inside page in a couple
of recent editions of the Furmington Observer.

Maybe you responded to the survey, or re-
mermber seving it. There was a graphic of an

and mavbe a

. oversize fountain pen pointing at a list of

items normally found in the Observer.

Qur marketing people, who have an ab-
solute passion for knowing what turns readers
on and off, wanted some indication of what's
being read in our sewspaper, Respondres
could circle or check their favorite topics.

They didn't have to give their names, but
some sketchy information such as gender,
postal ZIP code and age was asked for. There
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was also space for comments,

Respandees had to go to the trouble of com-
pleting, clipping and mailing or faxing the
thing. Well, Farmington Observer readers,
bless their survey-filling-out hearts, did in-
deed go to the trouble.

How many responses did we get? Oh, we
stopped counting at about 80, and they're still
dribbling in. They were mailed, fuxed and de-
livered by hand. It was the same thing a few
months ago when we asked for volunteers to
serve on our Render Advisory Board. We were
swamped with offers.

Good old Furmington - ask and ye ahall re-
ceive.

As we said, the kind comments have us
beaming. Want to hear a couple more? OK.
How about:

“Qur family loves the Observer,” snid a 38-
year-old wornan. Added a 46-year-old woman,
I read the Observer from front to back. [t's the
best way to keep current on what's happening
in the community. You're doing 8 g‘mnuob"'
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Arkie HupKins

Oh, sure, there were a few not
comments on our cfforts, but not many. And
even those were constructive, not mean-pirit-
ed. We're happy to have those, too.

“The paper is bland, probably by design,”
said a man in his 60s. “You just don't want to
make waves.”

LETTERS

Against recall
o: Farmington Hills Mayor Larry Licht-
man.Dear Larry: On behalf of the Farm-
C 's Governmental Affaira C:

1t’s surrounded by a golf course, apartments,
strip mall, resta home for 1y re-
tarded, plua a few mediocre businesses.

Most of the buildings are old with no re-
Lomi 1

But we're taking every

We're happy to hear them, good or bad. We e
also pleased that so maay readers checked or
circled “editorinls, letters to the editor, guest
eolumns or editorial cartoons™ as items that

they read on a regular baais.

School of tomorrow is here

tudents will be returning to school this

area have d voter app

lngwnﬂ'-‘nnmngtun Hills Chamber nf
and the beard of directors, we wish to affirm
that we support your right and responsibility
to vote on any issue after consideration of the
pertinent information provided,

We oppose recall efforts based on a dis-
agreement with your vote. Recall efforts
should be confined to actions ngainst clected
officinls when there is malfeasance or misfen-
sance of office.

We continuc to believe that the council’s
role is to support the city's master plan or in

btmdusuanndmmﬂlemsdstnfmodmma
laba, media centers and

the world is at their back donr and easier to ac-

- cess than dad's wallet. And the reasen is technal-
- ogy. Not aaly does technology impact on haw
- students leam but on what they learn, when

they leamn and who gets imvolved in the leaming.
The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, for

instance, is offering an access site and the inter-

national communication link for the Global Vil-

Inge Project whereby students throughout the

regian have the opportunity to share leaming

Detivities 'nlh ttudznl.- n odwr worlds. To help

on global

prepare
nuzmsmlhelnmnn,nn 11.year-old Live-
nia boy from Frost Middle School recently
traveled to Rochester to share his knowledge
and experiences.
1In Redford Union, South Redford and Farm-
mztmhxbhcs:hm!s pnmumlmmnhout
pild, for the
mxh!.orobtmnothcrmlormuumnboun}mr
child’s school or classroom, throeugh the Home
work Hotline offered by the Observer & Eccen-
tric. This is a voice mail application that piloted
last year at Warner Middle School in Farming-
ton and is expanding this year. Using the same
technology, parents from all 12 communities in
which our newspapers publish can obtain a va-
riety of information about the opening of school
through our Smart Start school hotline.

In P}, h-Canton C ity Schools,
students connect to the nation and world
through an internetive cable system which of-
fers limitless opportunitics for young people at
Salem and Cantan high schools.

Several schoal districts in our circulation

other Immmg oppanumues for students. What
ie hpppening is much more than o,

Technology allows schools to combine text,

still photography, videos, and other hics to
not only make learning mere
to the student the most current information

puu;hlz Thia casy aooess to VCRs, interactive

1 of tech the al ive, concentrate on good land-use
planning.
William F. Shile, Farmington/
F: i Hills Chamber of C
ting but bris
catngbuttring | people have spoken

y family moved to Farmington Hills in
M 1956. Since that time I have watched

Farmington Hills (then o township)
grow from fields and forest to a tecming met-

puters, the I
electrunic cc and similar technol
ogy truly allows for mdxvxduahud msuucuon
and self-paced | inways a i
few years ago. B of technology, stud:
can leam more in less time.

Ammgd:cndmolbmldmgzbmngmakm
ized are Hillside Elementary and Farmington
mghmanmglm.annmnnhu:hmen

reiner Engineering, udumﬁmlhntplnm
hxgh-mdudwohby and

city.

1 viewed with grest interest the Parming.
ton Hills City Council meeting of Aug. 15 con-
cerning the 12 Mile/Middlebelt project.

Gary Jonna has stated that he is “con-
cerned and responsive.” I heartily support
that statement: Gary Jonna is concerned and

ive to his own bonk account and stock

Theuhoohoflhcfutum(}mmuduxsmng
todaymdudnnldmlndemlcgmudmimn
which will give every teacher
fmmdxechmwthemcdmemlcrmdlu

portfolio.

‘The peaple of Farmington Hills have spo-
ken. Never before have | scen residents so an-
gry aver any project.

The veiled threat of lawsuits from those
whose wallcts are effected by the deninl of a
FU'D should be met with the same fervor nnd

that the resid of thia

to ncoess from
dhﬂmmﬂwdnmnamthcnnﬁmnnd
t the world.
The result of all this should be stud

have shawn towards the development itself.
Anthony Wayne Kahn, Parmington Hills

are better trained and better equipped to work
in and survive a future world that many adults
will be struggling to keep pace with. If our edu-
cators are right, and this time they might be,
our young peopls will be far mare ready for to-
morrow than we are.

M
Fumlmm Hills

She’s for development
t is my opinicn that Mr, Andrew Nickel-
hoff (Obscrver, Aug. 11) moved into the
area eight years ago, thinking the world
would stand stil? for him,

Thirty years ago this waa a suburb when
Topp's Department was built on Orchard Loke
Rond. The community, as a whole, was elated.
Within a few years Kmart bought them out.

Up to the present, tho merchandizing and
mode of fon hasn't ch d. To imp!
or expand after so many years scems natural
and inevitable.

The Glen Acres Platt referred to in your
newspoper is o vory poor pieco of real estate,

‘Tho fact that a big company would invest to '

build roads, improve existing ronds and cn-
trances, install water and sewage system for
the arca should be viewed os a rescue.

It would heighten the fiscal status of the
city at zero cost to the taxpayer. As a neigh-
bor, Linvite Mr. Nickelhoff on a tour ufGlcn
Acres. This di could be
as o vinble tax revenue, rather than a blight.

Without any mervul:ons 1 see this corner
of Far illa
More npnrtmcnl.n More homea for the mental-
ly ded or j Increase

in taxes to all mnldcnu‘

Our area represents approximately 50 fam-
ilies. Our opinions are often ignored by the
most affluent sections of our community. For
tho past 30 years, most people never knew
what space we occupied.

1 repeat, even though we are neighbors
within a mile of one another, Mr. Nickelhoff
has never had occasion to explore thia niche,

Therefore I'd like to invite him or any inter-
ested parties to an eye-opening tour of the
landscape he will so sorely miss.

Motrulk, Farmington Hills

Let's vote on it
he city of Farmington has discovered
that a “New Road Improvement Plan”
will Jower costs. All we need to do is pay
more taxes.

This is the same thl:ory that tnkmg out in-

on cars,
teeth, or wh lowers conts, Pr
maintenance sounds great, but in practice it is
great for the practitioners, They stay in busi-
ness 12 months of the year and don't worry so
much nbout low bids, etc.

‘This is presented as a 1.6 millage that the
low income and clderly need not pay, and
promises an income tax deduction for thosa
that do get socked. The fact sheet available at
city hall suggeats that since our taxes are so
low this fine idea could be levied without go-
ing to the publie for approval, but in the inter-
est of fairness §t should be voted upon.

No tion is made that app: 1 will stitl
leave the ceiling open for future adventures
like this ono.

Hank Borgman, Farmington -

be shared: We wolcome

Opinions are to your
ioeas, 8s do your neighbors. Thnuwhywecﬂor -

this space on & weekly basis for opinions in you:

own wordt, We will help by editing for cuwry To
assure authonticity, wa ask that you sign your
er and provide a contact rv!ophooe number,
me should be mailed to; Editor, The Farming-

on Observer, 21898 Farmington Fiood, Fami N
g g
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