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'POINTS OF VIEW

Some areas are just perfect for development

he rosidents of Farmington Hills
have recontly boon confronted
. with a loud end confusing de-
bate concerning three proposed devel-
opmen!.l in our city: the Jonna com-
1ol /roldentiatl devel at 12
Mile Road and Mlddlabnlrt.‘a Home

water created by the overflow from
sump pumps, septic tanks end the In-
adequate storm sewer syatem.

The proposad development would
provide sanltary sewers, city water,
paved roads and storm sewors at no
cost to tho city. P‘l{::lhm;mnre_. th exist-

Depot on the north side o
ern Highway east of 14 Mile Road and
8 Super Kmart shopping center on the
south side of Northwestern Highway
cast of 14 Milo Road.

Theso are very serious {asues that af-
foct the quality of life in our communi-
ty; debato and evaluation of each de-

ing low-quality

would be re-<ongineered to create o
high-quality wetlands, wooded and
open area in a park setting.

This projoct would clean up an al-
ready polluted area and provide other
city utilities and services. City officlals
have estimated that [f every lot in our

Isti bdivision were developed,

Ily, on its
own merits, are healthy,
: Mﬂly o.?rqne:!u of these pm!ocu

the cost of providing city water, sewer,
storm water mansgement and roads
would i} ly be $16,000 per

‘Thia type of nogative reaction is harm-
ful to our city and can lead to disas.
trous results.

* The opposition of West Bloomfield
to the extonsion of Northweatern High-
way in any form and the resulting traf-
fic congestion at the intersection with
Orchard Lake Road is a great example
of the serious damago that can be done
if development issues are not evaluated
calmly on thelr individual morits.

1 am a resident of the subdivislon
where the Kmart project is proposed

: Since many of the lota are not devel-

lot.
The money would como from special
ta agalnat our subdivie

The actual findings are that the af-
ternoon peak hour leve] of sarvice as

GUESY COLUMNIST

d by delsys at the three key in-
tersections would change as follows:
Orchard Lake and 14 Mile road from

Only if more revenuo Is still poeded %
assessod .

can tional mills be
against reaidential p Theref:
it Is essential w: “avor strong commer-

dl! ,umlmsnf.g o nva‘id going back to

59.2 seconds delay to 38.8 ds, 8
20.4 second improvement; Northwest-
ern and 14 Mile Road from 52.3 sec-

for
,bt?:o.m? 6 mills.

1ol Fl

onds dslay to 28.6 ds, a 23.8 soc-
ond improvement; Orchard Lake and
Northwestern Highway from 17.5 sec-
onda delay to 22.6 seconds, a 5.1 soc-

ondli in delay. .
Clearly thers are slmlﬂu'nt im-

in Farming-
ton Hills will kelp to roduce all of our
property tax biils,
When considering the various pro-
posed developments in our city it is

‘Tho Aug. 11 Observer guest column
by Andrew Nickelhoff si.ggesta that tho
teafflc study might bo false bocause it

oped, and there ia no hope of that ever
oceurring, tho actual cost to the exist-
ing residents of our subdivision would
be greater.

1

th
would not improve the value of our
subdivision because it would still be
an fsolated lulanbc; of !nw—qunll'tx hous-
tod 1 1

One Important roason why the Kmart
sito is [deal for redovelopment is the
lack of city water, sanitary sewers,
proper storm sewore and paved roads
in the arca now.
Means improvements

. Much of the site contains standing

ing
mont.

Traffic a concern

Perhaps the most serious concern to
be coneidered with respect to tho pro-
posed Kmart project is tho impact on

traffic.

was d at the 1 'n ex-
penso.

‘The developer paying for the traffic
study is standard practice in our city
and throughout the country. It certain. .
ly would not have been appropriate to
have the city pay this cost,

In fact, city staff members set tho
parameters for the study and have
stated they agree that the methodology
used was correct.

Tho guidelines used in the study es-
tablish a “worst-case scenario without
the Haggerty Connector. This traffic
study was performed by a reputable,
independent traffic enginecr, Michacl
Labadie of MaNamee, Porter and Seo-
Iey. I requested a copy of the study.

P

p attwo

the third would be an insignificant de-
crease, .
Developer pays

cleatly in our interest to consider each
one ly and di d that thoso
who address the issues state specific
facts and avoid generalizations that ob-
scure the real advantages and disad-

Again, the cost of all road imp:
ments nooded to accomplich these
gains would be paid entirely by the de-
veloper — not Farmington Hills tax-

payers.
With recent changes in property tax
laws in Michigan, it is very lmp‘o'rmnt

of the proposal.
‘The proposed Kmast center will be
located in an area surrounded by office
and retail projects and fits in well with

theso areas, Qur homes do not.

While many areas of our city are not
i ial develop-,

to city taxpayers that a
commercial property tax base bo main-
tained.

At a recent Planning Commiasion
hearing the city tax assessor stated
that the percentagoe of commercial
property in tho city has been decreas-
ing because most new development has
been residential.

Ho also explained that under the
new tax law, all property is first as-
sessed at 6 mills. The next 18 mills is
then assessed agsinat commercial
property.

for

ment, this location is ideal. Most im-
portantly, it would solve the serious
utility and infrastructure problem our
subdivision now faces.

Pleaso do ot lump us in with the
ot})er projects proposed in Farmington :
ills. H
Richard Zerbo, o Chrysler Corp, em-
ployre, is married and has two children. !
He has lived in Farmington Hills 16
years.

LETTERS

Ho Interference

object to any kind of religious training.
. Articlo 16 reads, “Stato Partics shall
am writing in regards to Senate reapect tho right of the child to freedom
I" tution 70 — a resolution tora- | of jation and to freed
tify the United Nations C. tl ful bly” and elimi;

of peace-

of thia treaty) and lot them know that
we will not allow the Federal govern-

tons, to interfere with our rights and

on the Righta of the Child as a treaty.
While tho Unitod Nations Conven-
tion on the Righta of the Child pro-
motes the human righUeE‘: child, it
1y anderml o inh

rights and reaponsibilities of forbid-
ding a child's assoclation with objec-
tionable companions.

In addition, an international treaty
is 1aw and takes preced

also y

righta and responsibilities of the par-

ent, and compromises the sovereignty

of the United States of America.
Articlo 13 limits parental rights and

responsibilities in preventing a child’s

jsition or other il i th
Article

rinl deemed P
14 gxants the child the legal right to

ey

State con-con: It could help
but it’s unlikely to convene

Ibilities as parents.
You can call Sen. Lovin at 1-202-
224-6221 and Sen. Riegle ot 1-202-224-

4822,
Lynn L. Jahncke, Farml Hills

|
i
ment, and much less the United Na- l
{
|

conclusion in laying the blame for con- .
trolling bonts and lake usage on the lo-
cal townships.

Townships do not “lack gumption”
in passing ordinances to impose speed
limita or shared-time rules. They lack
money.

Here's the scenario, First the DNR

over any contrary state or federal law
— and i binding in all 50 states, Arti-
clo 4 invalidates any federal or state
law contrary to the provislons of the
Convention.

thelr S

1t is time for ali paronts to notify
(both Michi

aro currently endorsing the ratification |

No cooperation
s a full-time resident of Torch
A Lake, I take exception to the ar- |
ticle written by Tim Richardon |
July 14.
Mr. Richard has drawn an incorrect

p property for a boat launch
without contact or any form of consul-
tation with the impacted township.
Once acquisition is complete, the
DNR procoeds with development., After

. implementation of the boat launch, the

township is now free to enact whatever
usage ordinances ar requi

‘The catch is that someono bas to en-
force these ordinances, So where is the

DNR, or the state for that matter, in
providing the township with money for
enforcement?

They are long gone, Mr. Richard. So
much for a parent’s oblization. .
If usage control is the answer, what
about swimming, skiing, fishing, scuba

diving, sailing, and windsurfing?

Will each of these activities geta
two-hour time slot on their favorite
lake? Not feasible, Mr, Richard. The
only feasible solution is for the DNR to
work with townshipa in planning and
control of access.

Unfortunately, the DNR does not
view cooperation with townships 2
nart of their joh.

Virginia R. Mouch, Kewadin, Mich.

t's automatic. The Legislature didn't put it
thero. No ono signed petitions for it.

™ Proposal A on the Nov, 8 ballot will ask
whethor we want a state constitutional conven-
tion ( ). The Michigan Constitution it-
self says that every 16 years, woshall voteon a

c Voters app d the current d
!n 1962 and in 1978 rejoctod & new con-con.

+ Polls show only a handful of voters want a
¢on-con this year. A few groups are saying vote
0. But tho genera! ailence [s worrisome.

" Two years ago, religious evangelicals were
talking about voting yes to wreek vengeance on
public schools: Get 1id of the ban on state funds
for church-related schools and go to the voucher
system; abolish all state curriculum laws axcept
on sexual abstinence; get rid of sules on home
“gchools™; dump the State Board of Education;
tnaybe re-examine this stuff about froe speoch
{or students.

1

Tit RICHARD .7

HEMany good changes could be
made, but it's doubtful If voters
want to risk losing the property
tax cuts of last March's Proposal
A and the caps on assessmentin-

E licala have been effective in many Re- TO85808.
: Evangalicals have boen effoctive b o c
malnly on bohalf of anti-aborti didat

usually working invisibly with telephone banks
and loaflets In churches. They do less well ina
general elaction or where thero's a large tumout.
That tactic is imp In 1961, Dx
though they domlinated state offices, went to
#leep in the con-con electlon, and Republicans
{00k 2-1 control of that body.
¢ ‘Thoso Republicans were moderntes with a
genulne reform agenda. They were led by
Goorge Romnsy, Richard Van Dusen, Glonn Al-
Jon Jr., Waldon Yeager, Robert Danhofand a
list of other progressives. Democratic stars were
few but bright: Jack Fazon, Bill Ford, Prof. Har-
o1d Norris, Richard Austin end Tom Dawns.
i Ope must wondsr, however, if the same quali-
ty of leadsrship would emerge in 1895 if votars
fware to approve a con-con on Nov. 8, 1984, Will
tho mainstream elementa of both parties be
asloep in 19862

Vel o efaabos ool oo d oot oo
» Ths 1083 Constitaiion, me aminiod, i » poi~

fact bat Is still pretty good. It replaced dozens of
obecure adruinistrative boards with 20 depast-

ments, made legislative apportionment better
than it had boen, got rid of the rural justice of
the peaca courts, sot up a Court of Appeals, sl-
lowed a flat-rate income tax, improved finances
enormoualy, gave counties limited howe rule,
provided for regional authorities, got rid of the
April electlon, gave evory university its own
board, and set up a State Board of Education ~
that eventually showed some spunk.

Many ¢! could be made, but it's
doubtful if voters want to risk losing the proper-
ty tax cuts of last March's Proposal A and the
cape on assessment incroases.

Perhaps the Proposal A of Nov. 8 will disa
qulet death.

Tim Richard reports regislarly on the local im-
plicaiions vf state and regionai events. His
Touch-Tone voice mail number is (313) 853+

2047, Bxt. 1881,

Your opinions
*  count

ave

Tell us and your neighbors what you think about tha oplalons
expressed

by writing & latter to the oditor at: The Observer,

21898 Farmington Rosd, Farmington 48338, Or, if you have
Touch Tone®
columaists. Their numbers are Uisted at the end of each column.

phons, you can loave & voics mail message for our

Take an

Additional
.20% Off

Heslop's Everyday Low Prices
on Most Dinnerware,

Flatware, Stemware,
and Giftware.

Enjoy summer’s bottest savings
on the largest selection of
in-stock merchandise in Michigan!

Choose from famous names tike Atlands, Block,
Dansk, Fluz & Fioyd, Gorham, Lenox, Mikasa,
Noritake, Oneida, Reed & Barton, Royal Doutton,
Royal Woecester, Sasakd, Spode, Towle,

Metro Detroit: Ovchand Mall, West BloomGeld « (810) 757-8080
The Heights, Dearboen Heighta * (313) 3748200 {Orchard Lake and 1S Muc)
s Helghts ¢ (810) 2478111 Oul
{On corner of Hall R4, and t )
MerviFive Plam, Livoals * (313) 522-1830
Macombd Mall, Roseville * (810) 293-3461
k Mall, * (810) 3750823 |
Novi Town Center, Novl * (810) 3498090
Oakixnd Mall, Troy * (B10) 589-1433

tstatet
Colonasde, Ana Arbor * (313) 761-1002
{On Eiscnhower Pkwy, west of Briarwood Mall)
Crosetoads Mall, Kalameroo * (616) 3277513
Lansing Mall, Lanslng ¢ (317) 3216261
Meridiag Mall, Okemcs * (517) 3454008
Woodland Nall, Grand Ragids * (616) 957-2143




