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Gonsoned vet: Chris Meyer returns to a starting role in
the midfield for the Farmington scceer team.

Stevenson rates

BY BIAD EMONS

Wo:{d Cup '04V4 s here.

And guess who's Observer.
land's Brasil?

To nobody’s surprise, the Livo.
nis Stevenson boys soccez team Ia
the odds-on favorite to win It all
this season. They're not only the
team to beat in the area, but also
mnu all Class A schools In the

'l‘ha Spartans, with Gvo state
champlonships to their credit
since the Michigan High Bchool
Athletic Association bogan aanc-
tioning tournaments in 1882,
came within one minuts in sud.
den death overtimo of shering the

ODP’s aim to boost national state of the game -

By CJ. Risax

srary

‘A cumsory examination by the
uhlnlulud st the effect soccer
hao hed this yepr, with tho lnva-
aipn of the World Cup and all,
might lead ons to believa it was
nice but it's over now,

‘Don't bo misled. Aa important
a¢ constructing a sound profes-
sipnal socoer league (that plays
out ut‘dm-)il.ltandnlyh.
ul(li the sport I3 bardly dependent
oalt

It's wmnd not jun by the hup

numbers
plvnh.butbywommnf
structures as the Olympic

-] SOCCER

(?vv)v at Central Michigan Univer-
sity]

To aay tho Spartans are loaded
this season would be gross under-
atatement.

Threo first-team All-Observer
plcks return including senior for-
ward Nlck Deren, who led the
area with 25 goah. tenior goale
keopor Mo Lanapeary (0.70 goala
against average) and junior de-
fender Scott Sersen.

Second-team  All-Area mid-
flolder Steve Williford retuma
along with aix other startors.

“There's only one thing we
couldn't do last yw. eaid Bar-
rett, who coached the Spartans to
the '91 state crown, “and that's go
back to the state finels and not
have to go overtime. That final
1:17 stlcks in everyone's mind.”

title suggesta), but feeding e
World Cup program and helping
find places to play

added emphasis. More and more
schools are adding soccer to their
agenda. University of Michigan,
Oaklend Unlversity and North-

wood Univorsity will fleld wom.
en's teams this ysar, and Madon-
na University has added & men's

team.

The ODP catops help college
coaches find the elite players
atato to state,

ent.

&nd Hamlin). A poal of 30 players
and four keepers will be chosen In
each of four groups. Eightesn
players will then be selocted in

Falcons rely on strong midfield

BY DAN O'MEARA midfield last yesr, and Wiest toscore some goals.”
STAYY WREa - | m spont moat nf his time on offense. The remaining varsity

No soccer team can be success- “But they make pretty good do-  are forwards Victor Vula)
fu) without a strong mldfield, and  caj sald. “It m!utya.r, too, but  fende n,too.' Juncaj sald. and Brian McCluskey (|
the Farmington High boys are. wo didn't got much belp from the “J think the defense is goingto  halibeck Simon Juncaj (juni
quite secure in that regard. daftmu or the forwards, But this be a [ot better than last year. defenders Chad Goshorn

A palr of four-year starters and
team cnpnlns, Bean Nn‘nlc lnd

m ta:a.lhalldbomuch

Ryan are
phy-u who mchor tho heart of
the Farmington team.

“Thelr maln strength ia leader-
ship,” sald coach Luke Juneaj,
who begins his fourth year direct-
ln[ the Falcons. The team was 6-7

year, “They can come back

md daland very well, and they're

very dangerous on the nuack.
They're good all-round players.”

Noble scored elght goals end
Ramirez five, and both players
had five assists last scason.

Junior Chris Moyer returns to
atart again in the midfield, and
the fourth halfback will bo varsity
votersn Phil Glovannini. Meyer
was a defender at the start of last
season but moved to the midfield
in the second

“] think (the midfield) is tho
strongest part of the team,” Jun-

as top preseason team in area

Barrett doean’t mince words
when talking about his talented

cast,

“This is the beat finesse team
I've ever coached,” he sald. “If we
can overcome tho high school
power game and long-ball throw.
ins, there's no reason we can't get
back to the state linnl and not
have to go avertime.”

Youth [ also on Barrett's slde.

“This is & young team that has
a lot of games behind them,” he
said. “But they have senlor atti-
tudes. Thele attitudoe is zs good an
last year, Even on a bad day,
teams won't like to play us.”

Barrett, however, ia wary of v
=ru.l teams on .Uu Spamn.l X

Westarn Lakes Activitics Associ-
ation Pl h Salem

has plenty of expe-
Hence on defense, too, oven If It
wasn't all with the Falcons.
Benlor Steve Scanio is a retum-
Ing starter at fullback and is &
great athlete who works hard in
every game, scoording to his

“Ho s going to make the differ-
ence in tho bockfleld,” Juncaf

said.
‘The Falcons have added junior
sweeper Stuart Skilton, who
moved here from England whers
he plnynd the game a Jot.

“We needed some defenders,
and | think he's going to help 2
great deal,” Juncaj sald. “He's
golng to hnvo some good pl-yrn
around him.

Junior Matt Trunk is the other
fullbsck and Nato Wiest the
stopper. Trunk also playad somo

rett sald. *You can never underes-
timate that team."

Stovenson's ambitious non.
league aschedule opens Tuesday at
homo against Troy in posaibly &
battle of the state's top two
ranked teams in Class A.

And If that's not enough, Ste-
venson travels Saturday, Oct. 1 to
meet Birmingham-Detroit Coun-
try, a Class B mega power which
cet & national rocord last year
with ita seventh consecutive state
title {despito settling for a tie in
the '93 final with heavy underdog
Richirnd Gull Lake),

Stevenson and Country Day
have tied the past two moctings
(‘92 and '93).

There were rumors the rivalry
would be dropped because of a

hical difference in terms

powers
and leonln Churchill,

*“I know Churchill will nlwayu
be ready to give us a game,” Bar-

each age group to try out for the
ODP regional team.

The reglonal poell in cach girls
division {under-19, under-17, un-
der-16 and under-14) will he no-
lected using the samo basic for-
mula: 30 playern plus four keep-
ers, with 18 chosen to compets for
the ODP nstional teama.

There are four regions in the
country for girla, The boys follow
a similar format, except thers are
»ix regions and aix age divisi

of scheduling public schools
against private school
powerhouses like DCD,

mpmenur.lvu on the girls
glonal teams, with 27 of a pouiblu
132 slots in all four pools.
Pretty good, considering the
program’s limited resources. Al-
though the ODP bes grown con-
siderably in the past few years —
Bukari has a coach overseeing
both the girls (Nick Q'Shea, of
Livonia Churchill and Oakland
Univeraity) end the boys (Aaron
Smlth af Lmaing) programs, each

and their state tryout camp is in

l.hu lack of funds could prohlblt

the spring (due to conflicts with further

the high school season). “Wa'd tike to do more, like trav-
e region Michi eli and play more often,”

In, the Midwest or Reglon II, In-  said Bukari, who also Is an assist-

cludes 13 statea (with Ohio divid-  ant coach st Detroit Country Day.

od Into north and south). And
?w does Michigan's ODP team

“We do a very, very good job,"
said Bob Bukarl, who heads the

claim: Michigan has the most

“But we have no major aponsor-
ship, so it all falls back on the
nhouldnn of the kid and his par-
enta”

Any in-state camp or competi-
tion (this weekend's tryout costs
$35 per player) is funded com-
pletely by the player, Travel to re-
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From what I've soen so far I think
it’s golng to be much stronger and
better balanced.”

The Falcons have a veteran
keeper in senior Boott McKay,
who started last season. He has
Improved and should be a big
benefit to the team, Junca} said.

Senior anuk !hdz. who had

saven goals and three essists, is
bu:k at one of the forward posi-
tiong.

The other forward could be ei-
ther sophomore Paul Mitchell,
who was on the JV; senlor Kevin
Wiljanen, who didn't play last
year; or senlor Steve Saro, who re-
tuml to the varsity and scored

ne goal.

“I think the forward line (s
going to have to get & lot of belp
from the midfield to score goals,”
Junclj sald. “I'm sure we're going

:r:t that from Noble, Ramirez
and Meyer, s0 we should be able

would have boen
disappointed if we hadn’t
played,” Barrett said. “It's like
Michigan egainst Notre Dame.”

As for the rest of the area,
Churchill (12-4-4) and Redford
Catholic Central (11-5-3) will be
missing key playera, but have
high hopes.

Churchill lost All-Area picks
Justin Monson (Michigan suu)
and Goran Rauker (Unlversity of
Detroit Mercy), whila CC must
fend for itself in the Catholic
League's formidable Central Divi-
slon without forward Rich Walos
(Butler), midfielder Adam Bor-
chert (Harvard) and midfield:

“Everybody

sopho
more), David Graw (junior) aid
Matt Hankins (unlor) and goa}ié
Rob Burton (funior). .
Parmington was third In 1%

Lakes Divislon last yesr, and-:

is Btevensot~
and Plym the o
runners-up in the last two Class
A

— return vet

teams, too. <
“1 think wun going to be vesy.
competitlve, and the games uo
'nlnswboclou, Juncaj said. «
“I think we're golng to be’ 3
good team — abave average fof.~
suro — and shouid bo ahln to stag’>
with any team. If things go well,
m nhauld do quite well tbls-

le Falcons begin the seasog..
Friday when they play Blr‘miur~
ham Scaholm in the Detroire.
Country Day toumament. The:
winner meets the DCD-Edsel
Pord winner in the socond roun

Livonia Franklin (8-7-2), whi
carned a tie with Stevenson agd!
Tost 3-2 to Country Day last sed:
son, was hard hit by gradudi/
tion, losing tough midfielder
Jason Buelow (Carmegie-Mellon,”
Pa) and speedy forward Vldnr‘
Rodopoulos (Central Michigan). L

Rodopoulos had 51 career goulg

Franklin's top retumes is four’
year letter winner Ban Kulick, "
senlor defender.

As for Lutheran Westland (8-8-+
2), the Warriors boast a 20-mmm~J
roster and could challenge in the 7
Metro Conference. o

Pt

<

Matt Kopmeyer (Valparaiso).

CC, however, returns first-team
All-Area senior defender Brian
Collier, while Churchill will rely
on senior defender Keovin Calla-
way and senior forward Charlie
Roberts.

gilonal effalrs is partially funded

by the ODP; national team com- |

Eul.(nm are paid for entirely by
e 0

“Without a doubt, if we could
get together more often we'd be
much better,” said Bukari,

Still, the stata ODP has done
well. Eumplel Includo not Juu
Alexi Lalas, a gh

M, hil 1

d Hurv‘h"
Valley (3-13-2) will rely on new. >
comers to move up the Iadder in ¢
the Michigan Independent Mh—_
Ietic Conference.

See copsule summaries on pagL-' M
.38, .

Shannon Peole, and Jessica Jon:
of Northville in under-19; Jessic

mingham (Seabnlm),
Fedrigo of Livunia {(Stevenson),.’

Marie Spaccarotella of lenmno
(Churchill), and Mari Hofl and:
Jennifer Bazzarelli of Plymouth'y
(Snlem) in under-17; Ann;

dent and member of the World
Cup team, but also Country Dny s
Natalie Neaton and Kathym

brero (from  Bloomfield Hllln),
both members of an under-20 na-
tionol team.

Other Yocal gitls who are cur-
un'.ly in their age division’s re-
gional pool are Aimee Cousino of
Livonia (Clmrdnll). Troy's Jessi-
ca Limauro, Carrie Povilaltis and

ki of Country Day, Jne;” 4
Iyn Clark of Rochester, Meghen—
Kolbe of Biminghem Marar, -
Kristah Manteuffel of Redford -
(Thureton), Emily Schmitt of ;
Troy (Athens) and Lizz Szkrybalo
of Livonia (Churchill) in unde:
16; and Alison Rackley of Bi
mingham (Seaholm), Mia Sark
sian of Plymouth (Canton)
Melanie Siler of Livonia (Sunq M

son) in under-14. R

ey

\\ 1 \1\\\\ w
“‘h.‘]

( “M\ O “””

SN

p

o Iln /im.u S
* GuingRattle

Sat,, AUGUST 2705 LOUIS ARENA

10AM-8 M
Tickets $5 at the Joe Lowis Arera Box Offce o S Zsmmen;

= B

Gl 1)) S840

Wecin aailabl for Bl Wiags Fex Fot sndes.
Spocid Wt rovms rases o ﬁr Gy

Fe




