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She ranks with best in sport Rac

When Linds
Griffin-Bepnett
was a youngater,
she enjoyed fish-
ing with her
brother Lee.
‘They'd fish top
water fures like
Rapalas in Na-
pier Pond or
Newburgh Lake.

Some 20 yrars
later the western
Wayne County
resident is atill
fishing thuse top water lures, and
& whole nrray uf others, and now
she’s making a living doing what
she has loved to do all her life.

*[ started fishing when I was 12
ur 14. I'd gu out to some of the
Isttle inland lakes in the arca with
my brother Lee,” cxplained the
R.yrar-old Griffin-Bennett. “The
first time I went with him a big
bess came up and ate tay lure and
broke my line. | was pretty im-
pressed with the whele thing™

" So imp. that she contin-
ued ber pursuit of those big bass
throughout her chitdhood and
into her adult life. Along the way,

she's become one of Michigan's
top female bass pros.

Gains national ence

Barlier this month Griflln.Ben-
nett placed 12th in the National
Bass'n Gals US. Invitational
Tournament on Keatucky Lake
in Benton, Ky. That finish, com-
bined with her pest success on
the national tournament trail, en-
abled her to wrap up 16th place in
the National Basa'n Gals XVII
Classic Star World Champlon-
ship atandings. By placing in the
top 30 in the national standings,

Griffin-Bennett  has camed &
berth in the Classic Star Champi-
onships, Sept. 30-Oct. 1 in the
waters of the lllinois and Misais-
3ippi rivers near St. Charles, Mo.

Ranger bass boat and a cash
stipend are in line for the winper
of the Classic Star Champion.
ship.

“I was 21t in the standings en-
tering the Kentucky Lake tourna.
ment,” explained Griffin-Bennett.
“I was fortunate and did well
enough to stay in the top 30. I'm
very happy to be going (to the
Star Classic). [ almost made it

last yeas, and I've worked real
hard thh 'S4 season to make it
I'm real pleased with my overall
finlsh. 1 guess persistence pays
ofL*

A quick start

Griflin-Bennett started flahing
the Michlgan Basa’n Gals tourna-
ment circuit in 1988 and it didn't
take her long to make a name for
hersell In 1989 she finlshed soc-
ond in the Michigan Division and
In 1990 eamed the honoe of Mich-
igan Bass'n Gals Angler of the
Year. Sho placed second again in
1991 and 1993 and finlshed fourth
in 1992. She is currently thind In
the Michigan Divislon with two
tournamenta remaaining.

The local pro has taken her tal-
ents to the National Bass'n Gals
circuit for the past three years
and nearly qualified (or the Star
Classic last yeu. She was 29th
entering the

disappolnting, but when you suc.
cood it makes It all worth while,”
admitted Griffin.Bennett.

Fishing is a family affalr at the
Benuett househald.

“My husband Kalen fishes
tournamenta too, but he'a not as
competitive as 1 am,” admitted
Grifin-Bennett. “He works and
goea to achool so that keeps him
pretty busy, but we fish & lot of
open tournaments together,”

Griffin.Bennett's niece, Jessi-
‘c?. {s nlso becoming quite an an-

er,
“Basa'n Gals sponsors & kids
tournament every ysar on Pontlac
Lake and my 1l-year-old nloce,
Jeesica Johnson (Plymouth). toak
first place this year,” sho aaid
“I'm trying to get her going In it."

Eye on the Classlc
Griffin-Bennett will begin pro-
paring for the Sm Classle follw

but “had & bad dly" and dropped
out of the top 30.

‘That dluppolnlmnnl anly
fueled her desire to work even
harder thia year,

“Sometimes it can bo really

Studas degree.
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Wayne State Universitv's
College of Litetony Learning offers you:

noncredit, professional, and personal development courses.

T2+ 3 oew Muster of Interdisciplinany Studies degsee, complementing the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary

NAME

~2+ hundreds of credit courses taught at seaen
eatension centers and dozens of other ofi-
wampus locations.

«2r complete regastration seevices at its seven
extension centers — registration beging August
15, 1994 at all extension locations. Classes
begin September 6.

-2- an alternative admission opportunity
theough the Division of Community Education.

+Z- a bachelut's degree program tailored to
working adults.

<> access 1o credit extension courses without
being admitted to WSU.

-2- convenient esening, weekend, and short-
course class schedules.
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SUMMER SA VINGS

7 Locations to Serve You .

CENTOM MLLSE BY
TRAPP AND FOX
Alominum Soffit

ol

ing the local tourna-
menu Iater this month.

“I'll really start to concentrate
on tho Classlc next month. I'll go
down there and pre-fish and learn
the water and try to find some
fish,” she said

Griffin-Bennett applied for an
amateur berth in the BASSMAS.
TER Top 100 pro-am tournament
taking place through Saturday on
Lake St. Clair. She wasn't select-
ed [n the random draw for the am-
ateurs, but still expects to make
the trek to Mount Clemens to get
alook at the action.

“] was disappointed 1 didn't get
chosen, but I'll be participating
by helping my sponsors, Ranger
Boats and Jan's Sport Shop in
Goodrich,” ahe sald.

Griffin-Bennett expecta the
pros to do very well on St. Clalr.

I predict the four-day winning
weight will be between 50- an
60-pounds,” she added, “It's very
common to catch 3- and 4-pound
smallmouth in Lake St. Clair.
‘There are a lot of great fish and
:: nothing to catch 15 pounds out

ere.

Anglers are urged to report their
success. Questions and comments
are olso encouraged. Send infor-

OUTDOORS CALENDAR

Roynl Oak Ardnu Invites toca)
bow hunters to attond ita annual
Jambores on Saturday and Sun-
day. Tho event will be held on the
ROA grounds in Lake Orion. The
two-day event Includes a plg roast
on Saturday, a 3D ahoot both
days, a coon shoot Saturday
night, prizes, trophies, overnight
camping and more, (810) 693-

1

CLASSES/
SHOWS

9 HUNTER SAPUTY CLASS

The Westorn Wayne County Con-
servation Association ip Plym-
outh Twp. will halda D.N.R
sanctionod hunter safety course
beginning Soptember 12. The
class [s opan to anyone 12 years of
ago and older and [a mandatory
for any first time hunter born on
or after Jan. 3, 1960. The class
will include Instructicn on hunt-
er/landowner relations, hunter
ethics, safe firearm handling,
archery hunting, black powder
hunting, survival, first ald and
more. Thero 12 8 $4 foo and a cer-
tificato and patch will be awarded
to all who successfully complete
the course, (313) 453-8843.

@ DECOY COXTEST/ WILDLHT

ARY
Area decay carvers and wildlife
art enthuslasts aro invited to at-
tend the 11th annual Hunting
Decoy and Wildliufe Art Show, 10
am.-5 p.m. Sunday in Port
Huron. Competition will bo held
in Open, Amateur and Junior di-
visions and the competition is
open to the public, (313) 274-1808
or (810) 329-4181.

81 HUNTER EDUCATION CLASS
The Wayne County Sportaman’s
Club in Romulus will offer bunter
education (safety) clasaes oo the
following dates: Sept 24-26, Oct.
8-, Oct. 22-23 and Nov. 5-8. Coat
Is $8 end the courses aro open to
anyone 12 years of age ot older,
(313) 632-0285.

nning Sopt. 12, The class will
mt Monday svenings, {313) 632
0285, A class on shotgun asfoty
and nurhmmhlp begina Nov,
2L

FISHING ,
TOURNAMENTS

§ BASSMASTER TOP 100
Thl top 100 professional bass an.
glers from acroas tho nation and
100 randomly selected amatours
Including elght from the O&E
arca will competa in the
BASSMASTER Top 100 Tourna-,
ment, through Saturday on Lake
St. Clalr. Weigh-ins, which are
open to tho public, will take plsce -
at 3p.m. each day at the North .
Marina at Motro Beach Motro-
park In Mt. Clemena,
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FISHING CLUBS

W FOUR SZASRS

The Four Seasons Fishing Club
meets 7:30 p.m. the flrat Wednes-
day of each month at the Maple-
wood Center in Garden Clty, 477-
3816, Joo Zawislak will be the  ~
featured speaker attha Sept. 7
meeting. Zawielak will discuss
flshing along the eastern coast of
Michigan from Saginaw Bay to
Ropgers City.

% PECHIQAN FLY FISHING

The Mlchigan Fly Fiashing Club

meets at 7 p.m. the firat and third
Wednesdays of cach month at

Livenia Clarenceville Junlor Hl;h

School, 420-2233.

A METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
Metro-West Stealheaders, a non-
profit club dedicated to educating
the public on improving, preserv.
ing and promoting anadromous
sport fishing, meets at 7:30 p.m.
on the first Tuesday of each
month at Garden City High
School, 420-2965.
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DEADLINES/

SEASONS

B BX

Sept. 15 [s the application dead- .

le for Michigan’s Deccmbcrelk
unt.

mation to Outdoors, 805 E. Mople, ® RIFLE SAFETY
Birmingham, MI. 48009. Fax in- The Wayne County Sportsman’s B SMALLGANE
formation to (810) 644-1314 orcall  Clubin Romulus will hold a class | Smallgame season opens atata-
Bill Parker at (810) 901-2573. on rille safety and marksmanship | wide on Sept. 15.
.
SAT., AUG. 27 SAVE TO

1 DAY ONLY
-~ 6 HOURS ONLY
. 8AT., AUG. 27

Vlscount's Spa Showroom Roof Collapsed Due to
(5" High Winds & Heavy Raln...Major Ropalirs Begin Aug. 30

'LET OUR INSURANCE SETTLEMENT

;
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. Advance Showing
Thurs. .

“SALE PREVIEW” .




