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Law and order

House crime bill OK, prison break hit on same day

BY REAPOCA WALDMAN
NTAFY WRTXR

Within an hour of the House
passing what one Michigan con-
gressman called a “fat-free crime
bill.™ 10 violent criminals cscaped
from & Detroit prison in the sec-
ond local breakout in 8 week

“l want to l[nvestigate that
whole picture,” Rep. Joe Knollen-
berg. R-Bloomfleld Hills, said
Monday, the day alter cscapoes
Monte Matthews and Pierre Por-
ter were apprehended in South-
field.

QOne escapee of the carly Sun-
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day moming prison break

found dead Sunday night, nnd
five rennln -;lh?t In the other
escape, in which two prisoners
belng tranaferred commandeersd
a polioe helicopter, one remains at

"I'hzrn may have been a staff-
ing fall dn'n but 1 don't know
that for lun. uld Knollenberg,
whose distzict

W ‘Thers may have been a staffing fall down,
but 1 don't know that for sure.’

Rep. Joe Knollenberg

[ Th of the

b It's 10 have

a tough fight Inr lppmva! in the
U.S. Senata.

Not every ropresentative was

and Livonia Bul there's no con-
nection between (the break) last
night and the crime bill per se.”
Rep. Sander Levin, D-Royal
Oak, said the breakout is a stato
issue, not a foderal one. Thats
because the site of the escapo,
Rysn Correctional Facility, l- .
stato prison, sald the

letely happy with the result.
Knollenberg voud agalnst Sun.

day night's $30 billlon version,
uhlch he sald had a lot less fat
than provious attempts he op-
posed. The House's April 1994
version cost $27 blilion, and a lat-
er compromise version called for
-pcnd.sn. SSIIdbllllun on both pun-

man, whose district includes
:uu:heulom Southfield and

Hm!cver. ho said, “It's clear we
need more prison space, and the
$10 billion {allocated in the
House bill) should provide some
reliel”™

The House passed the $30 bil.
lion blpudun bill, called the
Brewster-Hunter altemnative, af;
ter a marathon of tinkering and

P lon  pro-
gams,

“Thero is still far, far too mu:h
{money) for programs,”
Knollenberg sald. “There Is even
zome dupllc-don, like with job
training p:

Other wnmmcn, who lean
uw-ld such —or

“prevention” efforts, as thoy soe
them — voted {or the bill, detplu
losing some funding In those
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“It's basically a strong bill”
Levin said. “It has some very im-
portant provisions for law en-

money Is in law un!o:vammt, and
one-quarter for prevention pro-

grama.”

Qut of the $30 billion, Levin
sald, the House allocated about
$13.5 billion to law enforcement,
including $9 billion to increass

the number of co officers.
Prisons get about $10 billion, and
just under $7 blllloa goes to pre-

vention programs such as “mid-

night buhdnll" lnd similar or-

ganized activities.

“Thero was some reconfigura.
tion and imvav:menl of the pre-
Levin aal

od, went into a block grant of
about $400,000, out of which
states can allocato as they choose.

The bill contalns a measure
Lavin suthored, allowing new po-
lice officers to be used for regional
task forces that fight crime in
suburban communitics.

“] met with police chlefs this
winter who said they wantoed a

crimo bil}, and thoy wantsd ﬂﬁ .

bllity for the monsy to be

locally, as lhey 00 ﬂt." he uld. .

slons -ﬂw lor task forcos

ike CAD, or Curtall Auto Theft, |

and NET, the Narcotics Enforce-

mont Team In Oskland County,

and are very lmportant for un-ll

and mid-aized suburban com-
munties. Crimo problems =ut
acrosa city lines.”

Rep. Dale Klldee, D-Flint, sai
the blll would incroase Michi-.

by the year 2000, and would In:

mlwllulombysowuﬂlcnu "

creaso police foroes by 20 param 'n

across the country.

“That will bo the most visible
thing for the public,” said Kildeo, *

whoso district includes Rochuw*

and Rochester Hills, “Thero will+ic

be grester pollce presenco, nnd
that will be a detorrent to crime.”

Klldee, who voted for the bill, ’

praised it for allocating f

foderal
dollars toward what he called .

*“The Three P's: Protection, Pun-
{shment and Provention.”

The next step, he said, Is get.
ting the bill through the Senats,
which he felt would pass it de-
spita other reports that it could
have difTiculty there.
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