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Ralders roll in opener

arth Parmington romped to & 73-40 victory
over visiting West Bloomfleld In its varsity
girls basketball debut Tuesday.

Senilor Alisba Gordon scored 22 points, sinking
14 of 16 free throws, and junior Carrie May 14.
Kathy Collins and Liz Weber added nine apiece.

May also led the Raiders with 12 steals and sev-
en rebounds. Gordon hauled in slx caroma.

North lod 29-20 at halftime but outscored the
Lakers 23-8 in the third quarter and 44-20 in the
second half.

“Wao were impatient with our offense and de-
fense in the first half,” North coach Lance Davis
sald. “We committed a lot of fouls by being over
aggressive. We were rushing too much, trying to
put them away carly instead of wearing them
ds

own.

“Just making that extra pass helped us tremen-
doualy (cn offense) in the second half, and we were
trapping more instead of reaching to steal the

Michelle Frankford had 13 points and Jenoy
Olszownki 10 for the Lakers.

“J¢ was the first time [n our gym (bocause of
foor damage),” Davis sald. “I'm suro we werc a
littlo tight and came out alow. All In all, we hua-
tlod and executed well. For the first game, I was
pretty pleased with what we did.”

Mercy game site moved
armington Hills Mercy's season opener in
girls basketball tonight has been moved to
Walled Lake Central because of repairs

being made to the Mercy gym floor.

Water damsge off to the side of the Mercy play-
ing court caused a concern over player safety, ac-

cording to coach Lasry Baker, The school ix ex-
pected to have the floor repaired for the next home

game.
“The JV game stasts at 5:30 p.m. followed by the
varsity game at approximately 7.

Farmington sports information can be faxed to
Dan O'Meara ot 591-7279, reported to 853-2141 or
sent to 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonis, 48150.
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Al-Arca standout: Harrison senior Allison Noe is ready for a
big finale in her prep cross country career.
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Marlins in race for 4th league title

Some of the top runners in girls cross country
compete for Farmington schools. Two of the best -
are Morcy’s Eileen O'Connell and Harrison's Al-

iison Noe.

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAYY Wartea

Farmington Hilla Mercy's first ob.
jective entering tho 1994 girls cross
country season is to win its fourth
consocutive Catholic League champl-
onship.

The Marlins should be solld con-
tonders, if not favorites, with two all-
area runnors returning in senlor El-
loen O'Connell and sophomors Betsy

gnac,

0'Connell, who spent part of the
summer tralning in Australia, was
the No. 1 runner last ysar and the
mont valuable runner In croas country

and track.

She Is the defending league indi.
vidual champion. O'Connell placed
third in the regional and ninth in the
Class A team roce (13th overall) when
she ran ber beat timo of 18:08.

“If sbe can stay healthy and

" focusoed, she can casily finish In the

top five {at state),” coach Gary Ser-
vals eald, “She seoms to be a lot more
sorious, and she did more running
over the summer than any other
year.”

Mercy lost a third all-area runner
in Amy Freund, but Gignac should
help easa the graduation loaa,

Gignac was third in the league,
}8th at the regional, and 33rd in the
state, Sho aleo ran her best time
(19:49) in the atata finals.

The Marllns also return seniors
Brandy Johnson, Amy Dinges and
Nancy Lowry, Dinges was the sixth or
seventh runner and should move up a

couple of apota this year,

Sophomore Emily Rottinghaus had
a good year in track and has n
competitive with Gignac.

Junior Lisa Nobles is an experl-
enced varsity runner, and Servals is

hoping for bigger thinga from her, She

was second behind O'Connell in the,
800-meter run in Jeague track.

Juniors Moellssa’ Tulczek, Jullo:
Roble and Nora Obringer; sophomore.
Somia Ahmad; and freshman Aman..
da Phelps are first-year runners who
could help,

The Marlins were eighth in the
state last year, but qualifying in a
tough regional could bo difficult. -

“Tho league titlo la an sttalnabfe
goal,” Servais sald, “It should be
something well within our reach, but
gotting to tho state Is going to be
tough.

“I know some individuals will be
golng, but bopefully we can gel
enough to get the team out. We have
to close the gap between our first and
fifth runners quite a bit.”

Farmington Harrison

Thoe Hawks havo another of Ob-
serverland’s outstanding runners in:
senior Allison Noe, who was 13th in
the regional and 16th in the state In-
dividual raco.

Noo set a school record of 1%:38 at
the Class A finals, and she placed
sixth in the Western Lakes Activities
Aszociation meet.

*“At this polnt, sho's way ahead of
where she was the last two ycars™
coach Mark said. “I think
she's really ready. She's been to camp
and worked bard all summer.

“If all things go well and she stays
healthy, she should have a terrific
year, The ones who see her every day
hnv«; noticed she's taken it to the next
lovel.”

The Hawks, who were eighth in the
WLAA and 4-5 (n duals, return eight
runners.
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Harrison golfers balanced,
scores reflect improvement

§ BYDAN O’MEARA
STATY WRITER

Longtime golf coach Bill Spen-
cer is hopeful hin Farmington
Hills Harrison boys team will bo
better with six of its top eight
players retuming. P

Western
ation end 1-10 in dual mests, but
Spencer aaid the [mpmwgnml' is

already apparent. /

All of his golfers shot in the 80s
or below in the recent city tourna-
ment ) £ Invitation-
al, The Hawks have their finst

tole players who shoot well, to

win. A lot of times we'll have five

guys fighting it out for three

lupot.L ‘There's constant competl-
on."

Junlor Kevin Horton s a first-
year player who han impresssd
Spencer. He shot 84 Monday at
Tam O'Shantet in West Bloom-
fleld and is holding tho No. 2

epot.

“When you've boen at this long
enough, you can tell by watching
sbout three swings,” Spencer
sald. *You have a perceptlon of
what a playet’s potential 1s.”

Freshman Jeff Boxman is sn-
other newcomer who has done

ve'l'lwmd should get better. 8
‘e're pretty ced,” Spen-
cer sald. “Sean obviously stands

;ut, but vv;o‘n golng w-lh:," some
opth. We go seven,
olght players, and ‘we'll be able to
draw from that, which we haven't
boen able to do in past years.

“We'll win our ghare. I think
we'll surprise umoLopla."

'armington High

The Falcons are led by senior
and fourth-year player Derek Nel-
son, whose strength is his short

game.

Nelson shot 76 In an early-sea-
son tournament and matched for-
mner stats champion Juson Buha's
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