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TLC used to restore the

B

+ Dorotby Van Steenkiste matter
factly tolls you ehe's “locking
r & sugar doddy.” 8 with

Sar In tho lobby of the Redford

Theater ars Donald Martin, his
glher gll"y and Margaret

‘aplor. They nod in agresment,

+ Sbe chuckles, then ezplalne:

“I'm really looking for somoone

with a‘lot of money to complete

$he restoratlon of this thestor. We
st overiooked for grants because

#ro're not Lilg enough.”

¢ The “we” is the 260-member

Motor City ‘Theater Organ Society
which has cowned the Rodford
Theater since 1977 and has spent
the past 14 yoars painstakingly
restoring the theater that, when it
oponed in 1928, was bllled as
“America's most unigue subur-
‘ban playhouse.”

: Socloty memberablp knows no
‘boundsries, with the ZIP codes
.atretching from Clawson, Parm-
‘Ington, Clinton Township, Blr.
mingham and Bjoom{eld to Livo.
nia, Allen Park and Taylor,

Profits from ticket sales and

‘the concession stand (*We put
real butter on our popcorn at no
extra " says Tapler) and

_donations, mixed with pleaty of
‘voluntoer lsbor, have fueled the
effort to presorve the theator and
the “apple” of the society's collec-

{tive eye — the Barton theater or-

igan.. L.

:‘u"l‘hq omate organ sits on a lit
! in tho orchestra pit in front of the
1 stoge, raised and lowered an neod-
jed. Its two chambers flank the
{ stage, flllsd with 10 ranks of pipea
! to produce a full orchestral sound
i and background sounds like a car
 hom far silent movies.

T It {s the organ that has attract-
ed many of the mombers like
Jobn Lauter of Redford, one of
‘the regular organists. He got in-

_wolved at age 14, when be dacided
'ho wanted *'to play the big one.”

+ “It's smallor than many of the
thers (theater organs), but it's
wery nice for its size,” he mald.
“But then I'm very partial to it
because I grew up on it; I cut my
~toeth on It T was kind of bitten by
* the bug; 1 like the music it made.”
¢ Likewise, it was Tapler's 14-

, year-old son who Initlally got ber
 involved. Now sho works as tho

; and librarian and takes

| care of tha concesslon counter.

1t was a thrill when I first

' " she sald. “Members have

+ accezs to the organ whether they
play good or not, end finally, alter
all those years, I've leamned all the
quirks. When it all works, it's
quito awesome.”

-Oripntal delight

Awesome might be a good de-
scription of the John Kunskey.
bullt theater in the ‘20s and '30s.
A trip to the Redford was like a
trip to the Orient. The box office

, but it was quite Intim|- by

tiquo Japancse tapostrios, statu-
:i' and walls adorned with mu-
0

and pagods-style awnings, But
much of jts decor wlmblluml:d
during World Wer II..

By the tims the 250-member

Motor Clty Thestrs Organ Socioty
came on the scens, the theater
bad fallen on herd times. A part
of the American Theatre Organ
Boclety, the Motor Clty chapter,
founded by Al and Betty Mason
of Livon!a, reintroduced the organ
to the public In 1964,

In exchange for organ concert
dates, society members offered
thelr talents in restoring the or-
gan, When Community Theaters
Inc. decided to closs It es a movie
house [n 1974, the soclety worked
out a leass arrangement, eventu-
ally buylng it in 1977,

“Th cater . . . I foel it's &
miracle it's survived and it’s atill
going atrong,” sald Van Steenk.
inte. “Everything that's been done
here, hos boen done by us. We're
known and well-res; and
this theater has become a hub of
this community. It has brought
people back Into the community.”

It bas been a long and tedlous
process restoring the theater.
Donald Martin basn't kept track
of how much stripper hos been
used or how much debris has
been hauled out. He sits in his
wheelchalr and talks proudly
about the restored inner lobby.

“Everything has beon redone
paint-wise,”* the Southfield reef.
dent sald, “When wo started the
celling was white and the walls
yellow. There were seven, eight
layers of paint on the wood weo
stripped down to find thoe stencils.
Tt was like stripping back through
1ayers of fads."”

‘Through pictures (like an 8-by-
10 photograph. of the auditorium
found in the office) and other
means, the volunteers wore able
to completa the inner lobby, Its
two chandeliers that hed hung in
the Jobby of Detrolt's Orental
Theater were restored, incorporat-
ing motifs from fragments of the
original Redford fixtures.

Work s progressing slowly in
the audltorium, where careful
stripping has uncovered the mu-
ral of & { and di i

Redford

mica discs.

heric.d

lchnlu'lhlpl, lm! col}duce- the-

“This was an
" signed theater; It utllized stago ef-

fects for other parts of the the-
ater,” seid Martin, who was “vol-
untarily dmfted to head up the
reatoration” In 1981,

Family affair

And involvement in the Red-
ford is very much & family affoir.
While Mertln Is busy with the
restoration, his father Masty [a in
chargs of the organ and his
younger brother David Ix the
stage menager. Oren Walther of
Livonia works in the projection
booth whils his wife Vivian worka
the concession stand and eclls
tickets, and son William la chair-
man of the operating committee.

Oren Walther lived near the
Redford and started going to the
movie series. Interested in things
mechanically and electrically, it
was only s case of finding a niche
to get him involved. He's been
running tho projectors for more
than 10 years.

“The gmjmn were originally
in the Summit Theater (in De-
trolt),” he eald. “When the the-
ater was torn down, our members
wero literally carrying the projec-
tors out of the building as it waa
coming down."”

‘The projectors are taller than
the 5-foot, 9-inch tall Walther
who has to reach to the top to put
on the top reel. The bottom reel is
on the floor. By checking that the
film is spliced right and the 20.
minute segmenta are in proper or-
der, he has been able to avoid
moat problems.

“We're still in a manual sys-
tem; there’s quous marks on the
film at the end of the reel to sig-
nal when to start tho other ma-
chine,” he sald. “8o you have to
watch out and not blink at the
wrong time.”

The soclety presents a biweckly
movie scries of classlc films inter-
laced with organ concerts. The
movies on Fridays and Saturdays
and fead off with a half-bour or-
gan concert that includes the na-
tiona] anthem and etagewide
American flag.

“We have the largest neighbor-
hood screen (20 by 40 feet) in

b " Marty

stencils on the walls.

“Wo strip down Lo got what we
need, then redraw from the trac-
ings and get the color samplings

' Martin sald. “Some
piaces stripped off grezt to where
we could have almoat used the
originals; some we almost loss it.”

* The celling in the auditorium is
still blue, but in need of new
paint, and still sportsa working
twinkllng star lights. Martin is
hoping to find the same kind of
machine that profected clouds
that moved slowly and laxily
across the ceiling. They weren't
dimensional but were painted on

resembled a bronzs and tile pago-
da and the interior included an-
D
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tin sald. “The whole screen s us-
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Familiar .
For thoso who take fn the mov.

les and concerts at the
tho most recognizable - society
member may well be Don Lock-
wood. He's the master of ceremo-
nles, providing the audience with
some background on the festure
film, upcoming organ concerts
and the organization and han-
dling the £0/50 raffle.

1t was Van Steenkiste who sug-
gested hs get up and talk sbout
the organ shows after b bim
ad lib about the theater history at
a Christmas party, Some of his
historical tidbits fnclude one

and is believed to have ushered at
the Rodford Theater.

“1 really love it,” sald the Red-
ford resident. “The payment is
when someone comes up to me
and tolls me they like what I'm
doing. It's more than going to &
movie. It makes the audlence feel
like they're golng to a legitimate
theater, liko they've been some
place. It's really an experience to
goto the Redford.”

Lockwood atudled pieno, but
hia real interest became the organ
after hearing the theater organ
that had been in the Fisher The-
ater, It was moved to the Iris The-
ator at East Grand Boulevard and
Jos. Campau in 1961 and a few
years later to tho derelict Senate
Theater on Michigan Avenue.

Thet theater and organ have
boeen restored by the Detroit The-
atro Organ Society of which Lock-
wood also is 8 member.

“The Redford is still the way
used to be, it'a like taking a step
back in time,” Lockwood said.
“The Redford is so typleal of a fo-
cal neighbothood theater In size
and its organ. It's not a re-cre-
ation.”

As the restoration continues,
members have set thelr sighta on
June 1995 when it will plxy host
to the Ametican Theatre Organ
Socisty's jonal !
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Aducky day: Deborah Watson takes a break on the porch
of her house near the Warner Mansion. Passersby regu-
larly take note of her ducks — one is dressed in a scare-
crow outfit for fall and the other is wearing a Betsy Ross
dress, which is usually reserved for holidays like the

Fourth of July.

Ducky outfits and crafts

You've heard of dressing for the
occasion. Well, Deborah Watson
takea the rule a step further.

Drivers never know what to ex-
pect when they paas her houss on
Grand River betwoen Parmington
Road and Gill Road near the
Warmner Manslon.

One day the ducks outside ber
house might be dressed a3 mail

ion workers or

More than 1,000 people are ex-
ut, ding to

carriers, S
Marines. If it's June a wedding
dress {s rinte, and summer

to tumn o
Van Steenkiste who is chalrwom-
an of the event. One of the draws
ia the number of theater organs in
tho area,

T

lects the films, focusing on big
screen classics suitable for the en-
tire family. In addition to the
fllms and concerts, the society
spONBOTs B young organist compo-
tition that gives out 10 $500

can
be sent to the Redford Theater,
17360 Lahser Road, Detroit
48219-2398. For more inf i

calls for bikinis and enorkels.

Of course the ducks have o
complete wardrobe for the holi-
days, like Pilgrim outfits for
Thanksgiving, a red heart dress

“for Valentine's Day and Santa ge-

tups for Christmas. Sho also add-
Ban

about the Motor City Theatre Or-
gan Socicty, call Dorothy Van
Steenkiste at (313) 383-0133.

cdaF to
her line of clothes.

Whatson's playful ritual has
been going on for four years. And

the public soems to love it

“I've had four or five lctters
from people who say they drive by
my houss to see what I'm doing.”
Watson  sald. “(One) sald if
they're having a bad day, they'li
drive by my house and it takes
their bad day away. That makes
me feel

“Peoplo started coming to my
door and asking about the out-
fits,” Watson said edding that
sho started selling the clothea this
summer.

Watson also paints country
wooden items, such aa signs end
stick lawn ornaments for creft
shows and for area shops. She
also makes dolis that
come in all different atyles, like
animals and angels. Look for her
card, “Deb’a Crafts” at showa.

To talk to Watson, call her at:
477-5837.
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} Plaster Painting Fun
@ ! , For All Ages!
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G2 U Frge elciton. We Keep the mess.
R@\‘L\(w go home with & work of art.

AT PLACE FOR BIRTHDAY PARTIES!

recelve 20% off any one {tem.

E. Long Lake at Rochester Rd.
Long Lake Plaza, Troy

mm Gt up-fo-the minute Open House Information!

4284

680-1127

7

ADDITIONAL AREAS-

4342
4345
. 434
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We've returned to Troy with a new menu including this
savory treat, plus Hickory Smoked Saimon, Roasted
Indiana Duck, and longtime favorites like our tender Prime
Rib. Come try it all in our comfortable

new lodge setting. Perfect any evening.

2360 Rochester Court * 689-7920
Now epen wich 1 aew menu and reicring Jodge wtting.

city, on our easy to use voice telephone directory, just call from any touch tone telephone and
hear the latest raal estate Information ~-it's as easy as 1-2-3. .

Call 953-2020 trom any fouch tone telephone

‘o hear listings in Oakiand County PRESS 1, in Wayne County PRESS 2 and for Additional Areas PRESS 3, of
press the number following the city you are Interested in:
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