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Comparison brings

wsmmsvem—  Mgny wete up in

most Tecent
cable rate in-
crease. So, we
put our intern,
Jesse Heindl to
the task. Hin
mission: to com-
pare MetroVi-
sion’s cable rutes
in Farmington,
Farmington
Hills and Novi
with other cities
in the Metro Detroit area.

And here's what we found. As
you can sce in the chart on Page
5A, the rates wo pay fall in line

with the 78 other

has 22 ch 1!

surveyed. Since most cablo sub-
scribern uign up fur both basic
and expanded basic service as
well a3 a converter box and re-
mote control, these wero the regu-
lated rates we compared. Most
cable viewers also subecribe to st
least one premium channel (liko
HBO, Showtime, ¢tc) 60 wo took &
look at these too.

Let's look at regulated rates
first. The amount the cablo opers-
tor is based on a compli-
cated formula set forth by the
Federal Communications Com-
miasion (FCC) lnvolving nine (sc-
tors including the number of
channels per tier (MetroVision

on the basic ser-
vice and 28 on dod basic)

In Livingston and Washtenaw
jes, Columbla Cablo charges

and median housebold income.

MetroVision’s new basic and
expanded basic rate of $22.05 (ro-
flecting a 3 percent Increase from
preJuly 14 prices), falls below
the highest rate in the Metro ared
which is Ecorse with a $22.58 bill,
but is sbove tho lowest charge,
Rosevillo with $17.84.

You now pay 13 cents more per
month for a bazic converter box.
MetroVison of Oakiand County's
new T1-cent fee is higher than the
51 conts MacLean-Hunter
charges in Garden City. But this
;‘2.“2‘7 well below Detroit's rute of

40 centa per month for a handbeld
remote. On the low end of the
scale, Dearborn Heighta resldents
pay 11 conts. And with MetroVi-
slon’s recent three-cent Increase,
wo pay 21 cents.

Now, hore's whore we luck out.
Premium channels are not regu-
lated. In other words, cable opera-
tors are free to charge whatever
the market bears (or whatever
they can gut), But MetroVision
charges o relatively low fee for
HBO. Only Omnicon charges lesa
in Romulus with a rate of $7.67.

We pay $7.95. And pity the folks

in Groase Polnte who must pay
$14.76 to view HBO.

Caren Colling is the executive
director of the Southwestern Ock-
tand Cable Commission.

CHANNEL 12
Monday, Sept. §
No programmming today.

Tuesday, Septl. 6
10 am. — Drawing mon to
Christ
11 a.m. — The happiest people
alive
11:30 a.m. —= Money talks
No;n — Adventures with Pirato
ate

MetroVision rates into focus

12:30 pm. -~ Spontansous sen-
ors
ltttg p.m. ~— Home for life: elec.

2 p.m. — Saton glamour and eti-
quette with Gloria: fall tronds

3 p.m. — Animal awarencss

3:30 p.m. — Community kids

4 p.m. — Exotlc evening Middle
Eastern danco

6 p.m. — Lanslng connection

5:30 p.m. — Living with your
addictions

6 p.m. — Jr. Japancse: Lesson
3

7
6:30 p.m. «— Business and resi-
dentlal news
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