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‘Fresh’ offers yet

By JoiN MONAGHAN
Brecial Wi

‘Froah” has arrived with a lot
going for it: a high-profila prem-
iete at the Detroit Film Theatre,
sonty strong reviews, and the dis-
tributing muscle of Miramay,
'hidnhnop-ovdllon-lmtm

area screans.

But if the audience 1 saw it

with is any indication of the mov-
ie'q word-of-mouth succees, then
“Freah™ should lock to a very
sbort run. The low-key story of a
12.yvarcld boy on the meoan
streets of Brooklyn doesn't look
much like other mavies about the
"hood, which is both its salvatlon
and downfall.
There's 5o booming rap music,
b0 quick-cut bursts of violence,
anit pothing at all to cheer about.
1t's hero, known as Fresh by the
deplers who use him for drug de-
liveries, ahows abaalutely no emo-
ticn. Whether it's becsuse of the
iprsperienca of actor Sean Nelsan
or the toll tha strects bave taken
on’ his character la left up to the
individual viewer.

You ses pretty early on the du-
ality in this boy's life. Backpack
slung over his shoulder, Fresh
conducts his early-moming pick-
ups of drug packages, but he wor-
ries about being late for school a
second time that week.

He hangs out with buddies,

dealer Estoban troata Fresh like s
member of the family, trusts him
implicitly (“you're my stand-up
tittle G*), and pays well for hla
loyalty. But the bosa also has &
creepy fization on the kid's older
sister and Ases drugs to keep her
pliable.

The performances bere run the
gamut, bighlighted by Giancarlo
Eaposito’s flamboyant Esteben
and Samuel L. Jackson's under-
stated father. Moat of the other

Mother torn between daug
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Now I feel like | must disown ber
s0 that my other dren

if I don't disown ber then I will be
setting a bad example for my
otber children. This is very pain-
ful to my whole family, and espo-
cially for one of my younger
daughters who was like a daugh-
ter to her.

Dear Caller:

Thank you for your voico mail
message. It depicts a kind of di-
lemma that every person must
You cannot continue your

MOVIES

performers (including star Nel-
wu)xaahthairualn]dabuuled

ian't lmmune to cliches. His alow
pacing oven translates to the mu.
alc, with cool jazs sax blasts rem-
iniscent of the quicter moments
in Spike Lee's movics.

One or two moments hit you
with their cleverness, such as an
opening sequence that shows a
street devoid even of buildings.
Tenements pop up oane by one,
then street lights, mallbaxes, and
finally tho trash and graffitl. This
could be the ghetto in any Ameri-

can city.

Ultimately, howevor, the fresh
idean in “Freah” just don't stand
vp. 11eft the movie scratching my
head tho same way I did after the
aggravating “Stralght Out of
Brooklyn,” which this movie
resembles in far toc many ways.

1f you Aave a comment for John
AMonaghan, coll Aim at (313) 953-
2047, mailbox number 1866, on o
Touch-Tone phone, or write him
care of Strest Scene, Observer &
Becentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, M1 48150,

hter, culture

into consideration.

another view of ghetto life

“Fresh’: Samuel L. Jackson (left) and Sean Nelson (right) atar in Boaz Yakin's
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What you leave out, b is
how you feel about thia situstion?
What will make you foel better?
Who are you? Which of the bad
cholces will make you feel best
about yoursel? This is the

of any such decisi

Wo need to know who you are and
what you can or cannot live with.

‘This ia & truo Catch-22 no
choice is a good choice. The best
anyone can do is to decide the
best for him or berself, of the bad
chaices available.

“Fresh.”
SCREEN SCENE
A sampilng of what's playing at | back to the movies. The story queens tour the Australian out-
ive movie finds a palr of proppy suburban back — is livened up by betiov-
metro Detroit as reviewed by Chlcago cousins dealing with able performances, wickedly catty
John Monaghan. fashionable American-bashing in | humor, and muaical numbers so
1980s Spain. campy even Busby Berkeley

] Dﬂ;l?ﬂuﬂl.l mm - - wouldn’t own up to them.
Detroit Institute of 3 MAPLE THEA!
D e Gl (%) | 4135W, Maple, Bloomfield. All | oo A e or, Call
8332323 for information. ($5) titles play through at least noxt (313) 668- 8397 for information.

“My Lifo’s in Turnaround” Thursday. Call (810) B55-9090 for | (¢5. $4 students/senlors) "

(USA - 1994). 7p.m. Sept. 5. A
pair of 30-year-old, aggressively
funny former high achool buddles,
one & bartender, the other a cab-
ble, decide to make a movis about
their lives. The muljl. isen

information. ($6; $2.95 twillght)
“Eat Drink Man Woman™
(USA/Thailand - 1834). A comedy
from the director of “The Wed-
ding Banquet,” about food,
fatherhood, and family ties, A fa-
mous chefl jously loses his

Confidential to Merrily: Your

criticize ce in npot
supporting your daughter’s
this must

voice mail measage regarding car-
haked leohal addicts

1f you hove o question or com-
nwn!lrgrﬂ:ﬂrgxmsdy/f.amhd

theropist cxperienced coun-
ulw,cmd"a.ltasqnt“&m, 0b-

fTbeat first-pe

“Spike and Mike's Festival of
Animstion.” 7, 9:30 p.m. Sept. 9 -
10; 4, 7 p.m. Sept. 11, Two Cali-
fornia craziea have complled this
selection of rocent an!
shorta. Including the 1993 Oscar
winner “Mona Lisa Descendinga
Staircase” and Nick Park's “The
Wrong Trousers.”

H MAQIC BAQ THEATRT
22918 Woodward, Forndale. Call

server
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150. You can also lecve o mes-
sage by calling (313) 953-2047,
mailbax 1877, on a Touch-Tone
phone.

Brits have kmown for seven years
— Wet Wet Wet is one of the
most underrated U.K. bands on
this side of the ocean.
~~Christina Fuoco

{810) 644-1991 for information.
(

“Harold and Maude" (USA -
1972). 8 p.m. Sept. 8- 10. Hal
Ashby’s cult favorits about a
death-obsessed teensger (Bud
Cort) and the eccentric old wom-
an (Ruth Gordon) he falls in love
with. Pull of quirky moments and
memorsblo Cat Stevens songs.

63 MAIN ART TREATRE
118 N. Main St. (at 11 Mile), Roy-
al Oak. Films play through at
Teast Thursdsy, unless noted oth-
erwise, Call (810) 542-0180 for In-
formstion and ahowtimes. ($6.50;
$4 students and matinee; $3
twilight)

“Mi Vida Loca” (USA - 1894).

an's perspective,

son Anders (“Gas, Food, Lodg-
Ing."}

“Barcelona” (USA - 1834).
Whit Stillman, who made such &
splash with “Metropolitan” a fow
years back, brings droll humor

.’.’..: Dag Theatw Cate, 22018 Wood-
wand e, FarTXiete. (SROBpOD)
8103 544-5030
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sense of teste, but with three
daughters, that's the least of his
troubles.

““The Adventures of Priscilla,
Queen of the Desert” {Australla -
1894}, What could bave been a
one-joke movie — a trio of drag

“Eat Drink Man Woman"
(USA/Thailand - 1934). Through
Sept. 8. Bee Maple listing above.

H REDFORD THEATRE
17360 Lahser, Detroit. Call (313)
537-2560 for information. ($2.50)
“High Noon"” (USA - 1852). 8
p.m. Sept. 9; 2, 8 p.m. Sept. 10
{organ overture begins a half hour
befors showtime). Gary Cooper
plays a retiring aheriff who takes
ono last stand against & gang of
outlaws, Grace Kelly co-stars.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

'MOVIE PASSES]
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