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Coming down? The Fermington City Council isn’t sure it wants to approve a
restaurant owrer's plan to bring the lofly Big Boy down to ground level.

Down Boy?

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAYY WITER

At 11.fect tall by 6-foct
wide, ho'd make a great bas-
ketball contor.

Farmington City Council,
though, is not sure he should
be the contar of attention on
Farmington Road.

What doea the Big Boy
think? Well, he just secma to
smile through it all.

George Durany, owner of the
Big Boy on Farmington Road,
wants to take the atatus of the
chorubic, checkered-bedecked
burger dude off a 41-foot tall
sign and place it in front of his
business. The older sign will ba
replaced by a new one 19-fect

“] want something out there
that ia friendly and inviting,”
Durany said. “The Big Boy
statue is friendly and inviting.”

Durany noeds a sign vari-
ance, though. Council is relue-
tant to grant one, citing city's
new sign ordinance that con-
siders the Big Boy figure o sac-

Bill Hartsock said.

“There's no recourse after
granting a variance for an 11~
by-8-foot sign, three feet away
from tho sidewalk.”

Dobate over the Big Boy fig-
ure consumed a considerable
amount of time at the Scpt. 6
meeting.

The Big Boy is the corner-
stone of an ongoing restaurant
renovatfon, Durany said. He
wants to convey his busineas
as & neighborhood eatery.

Other Big Boy restaurants
in the ares have made similar
changes with their corporate
symbol, -

Council mombers want to
sec how other Big Boy atatues
ook on ground level..

Another council concorn ia
upkoop of the atatue. That's not
ﬂi;‘ to be & problom, Durany

“It would bo the dumbeat
thing I could do. It would be

Should Big Boy stay up or go?

comes within the sign ordi.
nance. The existing 41-foot tall
one is grandfathered in, and
doesn't hava to be changed.
Sovoral ity events

By BILL COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

The winner of the war of attri-
tion over a proposed development
at 12 Mile and Middlebelt in
Farmington Hills could be deter-
mined tonight by who is left
[

The city council met with do-
veloper Gary Jonna and his at-
tornoy Bob Carson in o study
session Thursday in hopes of
coming closcr to a compromise on
o planned unit devolopment for
the project, known as
Timborcrest.

But, as in other mectings over
the past 13 months, it was un-
cloar by meeting’s end what the
next move would be,

Carson outlined n modified
proposal that would includo 163
singlo family houses that would
have frontages from 70 feet to 85
feet, including six acrea for a cor-
ner ahopping centor with hour
restrictions for the next seven
« yenrs, and other imp:

be bullt at the corner, coming to
an agreement with Jonna on
what exactly that would be has
been clusive,

“Tho grocery store is the
biggost complaint I hear,” said
councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio.

Councilman Terry Sever safd
a survoy of residents in the area
of the proposed Timbercrest do-
velopment showed the same con-
cern. About 30 percent of those
nesked had returned the surveys
to Bever, and including a grocery
store in the new shopping center
was opposed by about 84 percent
of thoso responding.

Sover said Friday that ho was
not aure whether the council
could find onough reasons to
table a vote on the proposal for
another week to allow moro time
to study a compromiso.

*I would prefer to vote it up or
down,” ho said. “There's been too
much atretching and not enough
give, My expericnce is that 11th-

inti don't turn out

Undecr the latest plan, the city
would buy 14 acres of wooded
property betweon 1-696 and the
Greoncastle subdivision and pay
half of the off-site road, sewer
and other improvements, which
could cost $700,000 or more.

Councilman Jon Grant said
the ontire negotiating process
had beon “difficult.” He, like
many residents who opposo the
projcct, said anothor shopping
conter was not what the city

“1 d’on'r. think we necd any
more commercial in this city,” he

said.

And although some council
members agreo that soma type of
mall or commercial property will

By LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAYY WRITZR

Reaidents living across from
Farmington High School have
“permitted” themselves in order
to park on their streeta. They
hope it detera students from do-
ing the same.

Up to 30 vehicles driven by
atudents park on Lakeway,
Valley View and Prospect on
school days. As a result, resi-
donts contend driveways are
blocked, traffic gets snarled, and
atudents loiter and litter.

And tho residents arc fed up.

Farmington City Council
OK'd o Traffic and Safety Board

dation to make the

aro planned to coincide with o
grand reopening in October,

Durany said, One is a
fundraiser Oct. 12 for
Farmington Families in
Action.

Durany balked at one pro-
posal, which would've allowed
a variance for two years, The
problem, Durany said, is coun-
il could later refuso the renow
the request after having al-
ready paid moncy to have the
Big Boy moved.

“The problem you have is
council can simply ‘solve its
problem tonight by denying
your variance,” said city attor-
ney John Donohue.

Council members compli-
mented Durany’a efforta in the
r-;nnveting the restaurant Emz

worso then lotting my buildi
go, Jotting my businoss logo
go," Durany said,

cvents, Thoy also assured thoy
are trying work with him on

arca a residentinl permit park-
ing district at its Sept. 6 meet-
ing.

Residents said they'd prefer
to have pormit parking, even if
they have to pay $20 fee pro-
posed by the city.

*“It's convenient for (students),”
ssid Lakeway resident Diane
Allen, *If we take this away from

hour
that well. It scems like the gro-
cery store is the big hangup.”

Councilwoman Nency Bates
said she had heard some encour-
aging ideas at the scasion and
would like more information from
Carson about the price to the city
of buying down zoning or pur-
chasaing the corner that had been
intended as a shopping center,

“I think a great deal of time
has been invested in this,” ahe
said. “I don’t want to quit before
we're done.”

But Bates snid another week
was reasonable only if there was
real progress. At the study ses-
sion she pointed out that Kmart
had just announced plans to lay
off 10 percent of its work foree

them, thoy'll park in the school

Council faces showdown®
over Timbercrest plans

and close several stores. Bate
said opening a super mar-
ket conld court that type of disds-’
ter in the city. .
Sharon Steln, chairwomari of-
Voters' Voice, a group of rebit -
dents that opposes the project,
sald she was encol that the
council would resolve the issus

Monday. .

“I think they're going to vote
this down,” sho naid, adding that
residents opposing the project
had filled council chambers and
meeting rooms in the seven pule
lic meetings on the project begin:
ning when it firat camo to the
planning commission Jast
R b

ugust, "
“This is getting to be a real
imposition on our time,” she said.
Jonna said he was encouraged
by Thursday's seasfon and be-
licves the counei) will probably
table any action, at least unti]
Sept. 19, ‘
“With the movement toward
some type of compromise plan, it
would be inconsistent to now vote
it down,” Jonnn said, “After 13
months, what's one more wock?”
A version of the development
that included 180 houses anda
ahopping center on 9 acres was
approved by a 4-3 vote in June.
Meoyor Larry Lichtmon and
Mayor pro tem Jognne Smith,
who are atill for the develop:
ment, had voted along with
Grant and Batea for approval.
C il ldo Vi rzi

Oliverio and Sever had votpd
against. Grant and Batea could
decide the issue. e

The couneil meets at 7:30 pan.

for its regular mecting.
R id ion of the develop:
ment is on the agenda.

Residents want streets back

council decides,” said teacher

parking Jot or they'll find another  Thomas Krupka, who was repre-
way to get to school.” s ing the school admini -

Council members see permit  tion ot the moeting. A
parking as a p y soluti Resid who circulated 'a

though. They want to form an ad
haoc committee with achool offi-
cials, residents and council, to
stall student parking there.
Council also wants
Farmington Public Schools to
pay for additionnl signs and per-

mits,

“1 don't think it’s fair for the
residents to pick up the tab for
this,” Councilman Bill Hartsock
said.

In the past, Farmington po-
lice have issued tickets for loiter-
ing and smoking to students who
congregate there,

A representative from
Farmington High said students
park on side streets so they can
leave early undetected. School
parking lot exits are closed off
during classes to thwart skip-

ping.
“We support anything the

petition said no one from the
schools attended their meetings.

Farmington High principal’
Jim Myers said he was aware of
only one meeting, which came;
during summer break. e

Nonctheless, Myers said.
schaol officinls are willing to
meet with the city and residents
in order to find a solution.

“I'd like to get some of my stu-
dents involved and get their
ideas,” Myers said. “It's a reflec-
tion on them and a reflection an
the community . . . We're all
in this together.”

Myera said he was unclear,
though, on council's request that
the district pay to put up signs
and permits on city streets.

“I'll have to speak to (City
manager) Frank Lauhofl about
that,” Mycra said. “We pay for
Bigns we put up on our property.

ondary sign. Durany appoared to grow what Hi deseribed “is re-
Council gnid it wants to take impatient-as the discuasion ally special excoption.”
a closor look, tabling the mat-  dragged out. Tho businesa has Added Mayor  Arnic
tor until its Sopt. 19 meating. complied with city codes, he Campbell: “Everyons has to
*] have rcal trouble tryingto  sal feol comfortable with the deci-
isualizo this,” C il Also, the now 19-foot aign  sion. . . . We'ro pro busineas.”
‘ ON THE AGENDA 7 MONTH CD
Below are highlights from the tion of an ardinance to amend  munegoment audit services,
agendas of moetings this woek. All  the city code rogarding false
meoetings are open to the public. l-[ltrm."to provids & new tax Farmington Board of
on P ¢ &N 1 .
P ington Hitls Ct Councl approval of foo adjustments. Lewis Schulman Center, 485+
cn.yﬂzl;mn ty M Considaration of designat- 3300 '
7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 12 ing voting delegate and alter- 8 pan. Tuesday, Sept. 13
; nate voting delogate for the
Agenda items includo: annual Congress of Cities, Agonda items include:
‘8 Conaideration of enactment  Dec, 1-4, 1084, in A Curriculum and achool reports.
‘ofa dod si; di "‘c v i “Mlnnr. lv ‘ ;ggh on summer rencvation
ofm B Considoration of approval o .
'l’]f;:::'{m?ggyolopment * award of bid for renovations at B Awarding of bids for swim tim-

‘plan for the Timbercrest pro-
‘Ject of Farmington Hills locat-
“od at tho southoast corner of
-12 Mile and Middlebelt roads,
. Consideration of approval o
iappointmenta to boarda and

! commissions.

‘8 Conteideration of reintroduc-

the Farmington Hills
Activitiea Conter, -

W Consideration of approval of
uss of conversion of Dublin Hall

f . atthe Farmington Hills Activitios

Center for gymnasium uses.
W Consideration of approval of
award of contract to perform

ing equipment and scoroboard

{or Farmington High.

Sl Overivew of board retreat.

W Btudy session and regular

meeting format.

@ Second reading of separate
licios

This Should Peak Yotrr Inferest

13 MONTH CD

Ann Arbor (Downtown) 665-4030  Bloomfield Hills 258-5300
Ann Arbor (Main Centre) 665-4080  Farmington Hills 737-0444
Groase Pointe 882-6400

Visit Any Branch, Or Open By Phone Today, 1-800-968-4425
. Republic Information Center Hours
Monday-Friday 7AM -7 PM ¢ Saturdsy 9 AM - Noon
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* fnnd Pcaeag Tolt (V) & nccents 6 of doget 10, 1Y Snlutaotind povnly Sor oucly shidosel Mininwm of 51500 bahom i ages ad dart fsveemt. .

g:gnt and research in the schools,
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