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~ POINTS OF VIEW

Proceed with caution when prlvatlzmg schools

Roy (s the now (-lneo July) mparin-
tondent of Pln:hwy unity
Schools. That's the lenplou County
school diatrict uﬁﬁuly eomlder{nx

catled Educational Mumdm Inc.
(EAJ) to operate the achools,

My questions (on the Sept. 4 WXYZ-
TV Channel 7 show “Spotlight on
Nows") focused on the public’s right to
informatlon about their schools ifa
private business runs them.

One ot more members of the Pinck-
ney achool board have an idsological
.;undn —to privntl:!alfor tho sako of

is
E.dnndnllhullnulhpod.'l‘hayob-
viously are wired into the Mackinac
Center, the Midland think tank whosa
essays constantly bash public schools
and extol the virtues of “cholce’ and
private schools.

- Neither Rob Roy nor Larry Beckett,

the now business manager, knew who

was providing the ldoolodcnl thrust.
Roy intends to make a yes-or-no rec-
ommendation on privatizing to the
board by Dec. 81,

"Roy soema to be a common-sense
guy, not an Ideologue: “‘Privatization is
a tool that can be used to free up mon-
ey that can be put back Into the curric-
ulum. I'm an advocate of privatization
tothe extent thatit'sa vnhub!a tool, I
don't believe in privatization for the
aake of privatization. It has to have n
purpose and a functlon.

“] was hired to take an outelds look
— stand back from the emotionaliam
that has taken place in this schoo! dis-
trict. In the process, I am not only ex-
amining BAl's but also the MEA
(unlon) proposal,” Roy said. Ho wanta
a lot more detail from EAI and MEA
about operations, goals and accounta-
bility before he recommends anything.

*‘Privatization” [s & buzzword in

™ ‘Privatization’ Is a buzz-
word In Michigan, In theso
yoars of expensive publlc
employee unlon contracts.
But business and govem-
ment are different crea-
tures.

Michigan, in these years of expenaive
public emp! unjon But

business and government are dlﬂ'annt
creatures. In Roy's words, “Now we're

Outcome based education can
be a hindrance to free thought

By BoBBIE CLEARY

GUEST COLUMNIST
found Tim Richard's article on En-
gler's opposition to outcome based ed-
ucatlon 1lnmnﬁ :I.I. OBE is not about
partisan politics at

Ouwon;’: based education, also known
as mastery learning or Skinnerlanism,
has been around for some time. Skinner
claimed that he could train a rat or a pi-
goon to read if he simply relnforoed posi-
tive behavior and punished negative be-
havior at the proper time.

‘That, in essence, Is the character of
OBE: It consista of mindless training
end endless behavior modification. Chil-
dron who are constantly trained by mas.
carning curriculum, even the onea

t? Chrmhn schools, slmply cannot
think for themselves, despite all the the-
toric the schools chant about critical

. Sinco 1065 when the Elementaty and
Soeonduy Education Act was passed at
the federa! leve), education tias been on &
rapid downalide. As tho federal govern-

- ] GUEST COLUMN

they have concurrently tracked the
changes dlﬂmt curricula have eﬂ'eclcd

al government.
‘The planners of Goals 2000 own the
minds of the future of our country, They
hold the power to decide which beba\dor-
-ud -ultudu nmnewphhla nn;in;hld:

edu-

Bchnoh,bobnlnnuchno ogy pack-
ago was noeded. This is 80 every lndlvld-
ual child can be eventually computerized

and tracked to o0 how uwy 816 progress-
ing *developmentally.” Are they becom-
ing tho type of people a Large central gov-
emment ;n"nu‘l ‘The National Diffusion

“validsted” programs since 1965, validat-
od to effect prescribed changes in attl-
tudea and values.,

‘When former President George Bush
met with then Gov. Bill Clinton Aml the
other governors for a conference on edu-
cation, America 2000 was borm, a suppos-
edly Republican reform. When Bill Clin-
ton was elected, the plan changed In

ment has boen
I education (all of them being OBE),

Michigan’s public schools
under a fateful mwroscope

of thousands of kids who will

s “ummer'p over. It's back to school
bi
ba once again a battlegroun

d in the con-

nly. Neithor party wanted to give
up the Inuund power grab for the feder-

inthe and values of
This is why when Dr. John Hoben pro- udun links are eomplelnd. the average
m‘*"d OBE [n Plymouth-Canton citizen's child will simply be a “buman

resource” to fill the alot that government
and business have collaboratively
deemed in their best interests,

You can be sure freo thinkers and inds-
pendents will be punished, Le., found
only fit to shovel manure, It is a more
subtlo form of a controlled society than
the USSR ever attemptod.

OBE is not about conservatiam or lib-
eralism. It is about beingable to think  ~
and choose freely for onssolf, as opposed
to the government determining the out-
come of every student’s Jifo. .

. Bobbie Cleary is a Canton retident. The
Observer uses guest columns on a regular

basis. For more information about toriting
one, contact Jeff Counts, the editor, at

working with a prlvm corporationina
“marriage with a public corporation.”

3 questions ina pﬂ
vnuud nlmﬁon: o E
[ B¢4 firoan , or
expel a student, does that still”
have a right to s public lumrlu before
r.be?houd under the Open Meetings

Act’
# If parents havo gripes about school
boundariss or bus routes, can they ap-
tpul to ﬂwi;aladed board of education
or |
® Will the corporation still releass
MEAP scores and annual [mprove-
ment plans as required under PA 257
@ What does the elected board do
about curriculum and other matters
onm a private corporation is in chngﬂ

. F
'boudwnlpnnhdbuclnudmuﬂu;

with EAL

t was
bourd member Richard ’s

tmponnwlheﬂdghhnm 3

deflan

He insistod the board had done noth-
ing wrong and that the courts have &
“hlu" in favor of Anynnawho sues the

Using Orwellian double-think,
Baumgartner sald, “That's the mali-
clouaness of the complaint . . . Charles
Porter (phlnﬂﬂ) cost t.he taxpayers
money.”

could be
-Jvhen njbom'd b‘n ‘such a publlc-be-

B What does the superinte;
B What happons [f voters t.luow out a
majority of the curront board? (Thoy
elected two anti-EAI candidates last
June.)

‘We have reason to be nunplcimu of
the current Pinckney board

Rlchardrrpomandlclocallm-
| eventa.

,.,

which twice has boen hauled into court
aver the Open Meetings Act. Onco the

of state and reg
‘His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047, Ext. 1831.

LETTERS
Voto ‘Ilo' NOV. 8 elec\inn, would:
’I‘mdo pemmant medica.l benefits
recent report by the National for
A Association of Insurance Com- [ ] Pcrmlt the huumnm commissioner

missloners | revealed that Michk-

gan's

received the highest profits [n the na-
tion in 1992. Their profit of 22 percent
was twice the national average. The
powerful insurancs lobby is agnin lead-
ing the parde to increasa their profits
by‘!:lll‘hc::g”tbe people to vote yes on pro-

In March 1893 the state Legislature
and the governor approved Public Act
43, which was scheduled to tako effoct
April 1 1994, Thie pmpoud new | hw

16 percent in auto imunuee rates. Af-
ter six months, the auto insurance
companies could increase the rates at
their discrotion and wash out the 18-
percent rate reduction. This proposed
new Inw eliminates many permanent
medical benefits which would reduce
coats to the Insurance companies and
again increase their profits at tho ex-
pense of the consumers,

‘This proposed new law, if approved
by the voters at the November gencral

to walve the insurance companies’ obli-
gation to reduce their rates.
W Limit treatment an injured person
could receive, and limit the focs paid to
health care providers. -
B Limit the right to sue and provent
drivers over 50 percent at fault from
collecting any damages.
Since the auto [nsurance companies
are already receiving the hluhelt profits
inthe nauon, it is difficult forme to °
they are 48
million to feed the people a lot of false
claims and convince them to approve
auto insurance proposal *C."
Don't be deceived. Vote “No” -
Nov. 8, and retain a good nmfault auto

insurance system.
John Bennett
Northville

John Bennett is a former state legis-
lator from Redford Township. He
served for 28 years in the state House
and is a former member of the House
Insurance Committee,

for
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rs. From classic to

dnuln;wu aver the future of public schoots in
Michigan.

: ldnn'tmttowund too alarmiat, but I sus-
pectlhnnhonutnv-yunonom(oln‘wbe
ctucial to the fate of a public school system that
haa served our children well for most of its 160-
yoar history but bas come on bard times in re-

cont ysars,

Today, many parents and most employers be-
liav- that the schools provide neither the aca.
dtm!cdmtdpnpcumnﬂdahcnmpmlnc

rapit i nor tln
In vnluntoluld- them for good ci hl

tosts myublllhed. school by school, in this

: And so the general cry has arlsen to reform
:hcndwoh.Notlu:prhlndy , it bas taken many

On- Mlch!pn d.ll'.rict. Pinckney, Is consider-
ing turning over of the
lchoolno a corporstion, Educational Alterna-
tives Inc, That might be a good idea, but see
Tim Richard’s column on the same page of this

for a list of questions that should be
asked before taking the plungs.

: Charter schools are another experiment sanc-
uMwwumuledAﬁlNuh
Woebster Academy, inJonla
County, starta '.hll l'lll a -uuwidn mmm'k of

1,600 b with

taach, hrouarh ry (Y

? And did you know that most
u:hooh. umblmnod by poor scores, are busy
and

torials in or-

der to improve?

Did you know that all schools will be required
by 1897 to implement an academic core curricu-
lum, eomplohs with petformance level atand-

ards? Hoarings at v-rtouu lmtlena mund the
stato on these proposed core
will stast this Novomber,  *

And did you know that these various asssss-
ment devices are now being used to endorse di-
plomas, 60 parents and employers can got &
good {dsa of just how well graduates did in thelr
academic work?

Al schools are required to prepare for public

and compu
Chnm.choohﬂhNuhw-hummmp-
posed to receive $5,600 per studant, the same
mvllmndlnuhtpuumlwnbooh.o\
snge, however, has been filed arguing
l&tﬂn school vlohmlmnldwﬁmd prohl-

dlac) thia fall an annual plan for improve-
ment, How about that?

The point of this recital ia that a whole lot of
‘work is already under way to improve our
schools. It won't happen ovemight, but the
foundation for serious reform is belng laid by
some thoughtful people on the State Board of

nplmttpwdlnwaﬂu maney on pri- Eduuﬂonl'nd:y!!ob Sdalllut. the state auper-
ndent of public .
rimenta have recelved a lot 1 suppose it lan’t as sexy in the medla g3
often at the xxpense of some fights over privatization in Plnckney or suits
serious and far-reaching against the Noah Webster Academy, but it
et In place by the Legislature and the Btate . would be a big mistake to cvariook the solid
mlltyoldnnnthallnhﬂn(phurlgbth-
Did you know, for example, that the academic fonnurqu
in Michigan schools is
graduation? And Ph“!’nwtrhdwimnol&ceonwwﬂwt

’ this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice’
mambcru(m)m-mz Eu. ma.
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