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Dancers from page 1B

While line dancing, iteelf is a

m

“It's good exercise. [t's a great
wxyuunu(peoph and you dan't
needa

Now it's much more u

know
l.hl.llsm!ly

o
sequence over and over. So far, 30

good.

Satiafied that we could accom.
plish that much, she added the
next series of maneuvers with nu-
merous repetitions. Then we had
to put it all together. She contin.
uod on with the same method un-
:::- the entire dance was complet-

Next, she added musie, Start.
ing with a slow tempo and still
calling off the steps, I began to
feelulhou‘hlmd.illhmud:

ner and

iH]

They
abilities of eight additional in-
who teach bar classes,
privata parties and at community
centers.

Almeuth Reno enjoys  line

an
‘was on my way to the final cuts.

The next song picked the pace
up eonddenhly but Delorenta’s
reassuring voice kept us all in
step. Then came the real test. The
third song quickened the tempo
even more and suddenly,
Lorenzo stopped telling us where-
are feet should be, which way we
should alide and where that
grapevine bel

Low and bebold, barring a few
mmot close encounters with those

urrounding me I found myselfl

fuxn. the four walls at the proper
time and having a ball doing the
“Hillbilly Jitters!™ That 40-min-

ute lesson was a3 dy-

Instep: Dressed in their best country duds, Country Class dancers demonatrate the latest dance craze, ;nuntry line

dancing.

Country Class

Beverly Arsensult of Garden
City, “Country Class” awner and
instructor teaches classes through
Wayne/Westland Continuing Ed-
ucation as wel at the Plymouth
Elks, Deasbors Civic Center,
Plymouth VFW and other loca-
tions.

One of the biggest advantages
according to Arsenault is you
don't have to have a.partner.
That’s a rea) advantage for people
who are newly alagle either fromn
bad jonship or the death of &

namic as any scssion | expe
enced with my Cﬂvenlon nf
Jane Fonda and a whole lot mare

fun.
“1don’t think the peoplo realize
the exercise they get,” said
DeLorenzo. “Once they get start-
edunducho-(oodt.hay{ee!—
then it's apparent.” DeLorenzo
27 pounds since starting
line dancing a few years back.
“And it's not becauss 1 stopped
eating, believe mse,” she con-

Marquee from page 1B

spouse.

“All of sudden, they've been
in a couple orented situa.
tion for so many years, | they don’t
know where to start,” said Ar-
senault. “They have no self es-
teem. It's like starting to leam to
-ﬂk.AIlo!ymrﬁmdAmmu
ried. All of a sudden you're alone

~ ‘Where do [ go? Where do 1 fit
in? What do I do? I'm & fifth
wheel.”

Arsenault had been divorced
about pine years when she went

to a lounge with friends and first
2aw country line dancing per-
formed. Sho was intrigued.

“When [ found out what this
was and that you didn’t need &
partner I thought this s great!”
she said. Now married to Joe,
with whom she enjoys dolng other
types of western line dances and
who also helps her teach classes,
line dancing is still her passion.

Barbara Perrin of Westland is
divorced and agrees with Ar.
senault. “The nice thing about
the line dancing is you don’t have
to have a partner,” ahe said. “I've
met & Jot of people and we ga to a
1ot of dances all around the area.”

Petrin takes classes from both
DeLorenzo and Arsenault  be-
cause “‘you lesrn difforent
things.” Another plua for Perrin
{a the opportunity to be scmeone
other than a school teacher and
mother.

“It gives me a chance to put on
boats and I have & hat,” she said
with a smile. “It gives you a
chance to dresa kind offunky .

Delorenzo sald line dancing
brings families together. She

knows lies who plan to meet
ninhallonenulndnyn:hmk
to dance

One of the I:l; benefits of Lina
dancing is all ages can do (t,” sald
McClure. Denim and Lace teach-
os a children's class through the

. Livonia School District.

Dancing for fun

Teens and pretoens, too young
for tho sdult scene, find lie
dancing to be a great outlet. Beth
Gillis and Steplnnh Myers, both
12, and both Northville ru!d-nh.
Iuv- bom coralng to the Wmu
Rountf 1 Sonter lInu they

up lessons ever

‘waro offered.

“It gives you something to do
that's fun,” sald Gillls. “You
mtnwlw-dlmurmy-

Plymouth resident Pat Flan.
nery, a single gentleman em-
ployed by Wayne County, started
line dancing because he wes just

Teachers

“sitting around the upan.mnt )
and doing pothing but guing to’ ‘
wvrkand;uluzhame.

s basn't missed one of Do~ A
lnum‘s Tuesday classes since '}

sho started teaching them.

“It’s » gooct way to learn,” Flan-
nery said, “You'll soe some peoplo
who have been doing this for a
long, long time. Other people
atarted a few woeks ago. Nol
looks down at enybody. If you'ro
having trouble with a step, more
than likely the guy next to you s

going to give you a hand. Nobody ’

iy going to take offense.”

For Arsenault, “The biggoest ad-
vantage of all thila is when you °
bave people come to you and

you these things about bow fine

dancing has changed thelr life.
How they had no self

esteem, |
no confidence, nothing. They felt '+

Iikeo such fatlures. They started to .

oy atartod to make

out.

changed everything for them.”

from page 1B

Park, a fund-raiser for the Canton

south of Chberry Hill). The event
is being presented by the Canton
erks znd Recrestion Services.
Admission (s froe, with & sugpest-

donation of $2 per person.
will be music provided by
country music bands induding
Waco at 1 p.m, Sassy at 230 p.

o]

;
i
b
s
Fee

College Waterman Center. The
cost is $35 per person; tables seat
eight. Call (313) 462-4417 for res-

the Wassail and toast the Christ-
mas season. Each course of this
year’s prime rib feast will be pre-
sented with trumpet fanfere and
ceremory. Tickets go fast, don't
miss this event which benefits

student scholarships.
@ The Michgan Chefs de Cuisine
Associstion osting a it

towed by the plsy “Fiddler on thoe
Roof™ at the Fisher Theater.
Tickets are tax deductible at
480 each for dinner and theater,
or $40 per persan for dinner only,
from this even benefit
culinary scholarships and the
1996 Michigen Culinary Team.
Tickets are availablo at these lo-
cal participsting restaurants —
Golden Mushroom, Acadia,
Machus Restaurants, Palace
Grul Chlmqo. Michigan Star
Train, Loon

Rlv:totc-l] 872-5110,

Keely Wygonik iz editor of the
Tutrundl‘uGolmtwmaIdw

Yyour
ments, l-ﬂlﬁ-m—?l“. fas 1-313-
891-7279, or write: Observer & Ec-
centric Newspopers, Inc. 36251
ScAoolcmli.UmnhMIlHlM.

*A few years ago, I'd got up on
the dance floor to do a certain
dance and in that area they'd
have a different way of dolog it,"
sald Leach, “Now ] sea whero you
can go to different areas and it's
more or leas the same stepo.”

Finding s place to leam eaun-
try/weatern line dancing may be
as casy as eontutlng your local

_school district’s continuing edu-

cation office, city recreation office,
church, or country/western

lounge.

Some classes run for a number
of weeks and are paid for [n ad.
vance, while un every
week and ore pald for at the door,
like classes offered by Lonestar
with NTA

instructor Judy De-

Lorenzo at the Wayne Communi- -

ty Center. Thoso classes, current- |

1y offered on ‘Tuesdays, will be o
fered on Thu as well,

Loneatar will also offor a
manlhlycaunuylmbom at the -

Wayne chnmun!ty Center begin-
oing Friday, Sept. 16. .
Classes tend to fill up fast. Bev-

etly Arsenault, a member of NTA
d CWLDA, hss watched her
ednedu night classes offered
through Wayno/Westland contin. -
ulng education grow from 12 to 20 -,
people up to the one class before

(Bilhunu that had 162 people In

Many metro Detroit country *
weatern lounges offer lessons on
certaln nights, ‘
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