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The woman's answer indi

However, the district tred to

go and what It would pay for than

Walled Lake Schools blitz couldn’t sway voters
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hool Distric: includes 678 stu-

nts who live in northicest Form-
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i Ignorance, stubbomness and
t\n!h) among Tesidents In the
"alled Lake Consolidated School
Dustrice all but doomed “Project
21," Tuesday’s $116 million bond
tssue that was defeated by a 53-47
percent margin.
+ Here are soiue examples:
8 Just a few days before the spe-
cial clection, one woman in the
Commerce Elementary atten-
dance area opened the (ront door

n ANALYSIS

and curtly answered s reporter’a
query.
Question: “Will you be voting
on the bond issue, which lnund.l
to sddress the district's worsening
apace crunch and provide for your
children's educstional future?”

Answer: “No. | don't have the
time for that.™

Subsequently, the respondent
— the mother of at [east one child

bably wouldn't be voting In fa-
vor of the bond [ssue,
Whan asked why, lh.mﬁn a

punling answer, samely
payers .hould.n‘! have to up thl
ante once again if the district
can't efficiently manage cings
with the raoney they're already
gotting. She was referring to oper-
ating costs.
But district officials and cam-
pnlp workers, throughout the
pre-election meetings, col-
(n khu:hcs and m-phnno calls,
ly that mon-

who, if not now, wi! at-

d from Project 21

tend C — the
screen dooe shut.

@ Another neighborhood woman,
also with young children, said aho

-ou.ld not be alated for operating

expenaes, such as teacher sala.

:i‘“- textbooks and transporta-
on.

—
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either ignomnce of the illuu orl
lack of interest in leamning those
insues.

8 Just before the polls closed on
eloction day st the Maple Ele-

{ngton Hills portion of the d.iltrlv.*
walked briskly out of the school
toward her car after voting.

“T voted no. It'll raise Lho tax-
os.” The woman’s response was a
comblnatlon of stubbornress and
jgnorance.

She was stubbom in the 6030
that her only reason for rej

{nform citisena that, even with &
succesaful bond issue, their

school tax billa would sti

den of funding public educstion
from property taxes to the stats

government.

B That some voters weren't tuned
In to the district’s extonsive pub-
licity blits was apparent by com.
ments made by ancther Maple
precinct voter. *I want to seo a lit-

do more than they're showing

Adunl!y those cnnmcud to
the great

Projoct 21 was a tax [ncrease. Po-
riod.

deal more apecific lnfonullon
about where bond money would

in the 1893 campalgn.

Not cnly were there formal and :
informal moetings on almost a!
nightly basls during late August .
and September, mailed to all reai- |
dents was & six-page lmx:hure B

) nuh intelligent dvdllnnl. And.
ad.dnu

officials were available to
concems.

Did anybody bother to read un )
brochure?

it opparently comea down ta‘
thia: too many poople sulfer from '
tunnel vision, seeing only what
they went Lo soa whea it comes to!
any ulacuua that ralses tazes, \

Hills on road for federal money
toward M-102 interchange fix

By BILL COUTANT
Brary Werra

It looks like Farmington Hills
is in line for some much.needed
federal money to untangle the
traffic mess st the M-102 inter-
change in the western part of the
city.

‘The congested area is the point
where the M-102 freeway, Grand
River and Halsted Road came to-
gether.

After several unsuccessful at-
tempta to leverage the $10 million
that it would taks to ease conges-
tion at the intarchange, Parming-
ton Hills will get 31.3 million
toward the project as part of a
$13.7 billlon transportation ap-
propriations bill passed by the
U.S. Housa of Representatives

28
“After two years of extremely

hard wotk, 1 am very pleased that
‘we were finally able to put & peck.
age togother that will belp &
pooplo of the 11th Congressional
District, and help end the
gridlock at the M-102 inter.
change,” said 11th District Con-
gresaman Joa Knollenberg said.

Although the money won't be
nearly encugh to complets the
project, it will cover engincering
and aite preparation costs, which
are the first steps in the project,
said assistant city manager Stove
Brock.

“Wa wore in for four ($4 mLIIian

ho sald. “Wi
able to get l.hu rest from the feder-
al government.”

The “mt" h about $6.7 million
that had been approved Jast sum-
mer by Congreas. The government

judgment from page 1A

would have given tho city two $4.
milllon grunts, one this year and’
one next. Tho atats would provice:
an edditional $1.5 million or more:

and the city would have pald any-
where from $200,000 to 8600,000.
for the project.

But that nlun. despito the wotk
of Kpollenberg and Lanaing Con-

gressman Bob Carv, who clulxvd
the House Apprvnrilﬂnnl Bub-

was cut from lhe budnt.

Although future funding is not.
guarantood, the initlal $1.7 mil-|
lion appropriation ls a strong en-;
dommcnt for the project, Bmck'

"l! the other money comea
through, we could be atarting
work on the prvject by Oct. l.
1996,” Brock sal

“in sesthetic conformity™ with
the plaintiffs’ subdivision.”
Circuit Judge Rudy Nichols deo-
nied a request Sept. 26 for & ro-
atraining order barring

R eadul

mor stale senato!

“1 supported h!m. but It was In-
significant,” Sever said. “1 want-
od to bring him bere (during Ni-
chols’ judicial campaign) as much
a unyuxln: 0 dnt be wo:ln(‘l’ un-

npmwnl‘ol tgo pmjoct but l:n

on whether o enjoln the city from
going through "lJl the project.
Councilman Terry Sever, who
votod lnr the wvject I.Irml' with
five other council members, said
ke waan't surprised about rumors
linking him with Nichols, a for-

would pt & fair shake. I dnn'l
look for favers.”

Bever aaid that one of his beat
friends, Pat ty, approved
the langusge of a petition secking
the former msyor's recall, which
should put to rest the ides bho I

88-year-old /.. o1

gotting political favors.

1n addition to Seter, the real.l
targets Mayor Larry Lichtman,
councll members Joanne Smith,
Jon Grant, Nancy Bates and
Cheryl Oliverio. Councilm=x; Aldg
Vagnozzi, who has conslstently
opposed tho pro]lect. is not iny
volved {n the reeall

*“I stuck my neck out on lhla
profect (Timbercrest),” sali
Sevor, “I'l] take my lumps. But if
is unfair that T would try to lnﬂu-
ence a judge.”

people might think they
can't do something because of &
problema they have,” she sald
*But if you're up front, pwplo are
witling to sccommodate you.'

"H- saves us time,” said Kris-
tin Martin, who teaches a grade 1-
2cpludmu¢&dc. “And that

Likewise, Kravitz says ho “feels
:ﬂn at home here. I enjoy coming
ere.”

Working diligently is nothing

“She was 76 and hs was 81
when they stopped working,"
Kingaton said.

Kingston has three daughters,
alil grown and living on thelr own.
She and her busband sharo their
th her father,

too.

“My father goes out and plays
bingo with my mother-in-law two
nights & woek,” sho sald. “Some-
uwmcypmtmdmm
thing to eat.”

“It koeps me busy,” Kravity

cnnbnbmutpenlwﬂhm a number of years, working forac-  said.
very and others in peed of And be seems to thrive on keep-
H--Mwuduﬁ:!:ohmhm" theiz services. Ing busy.
DOIan from page 1A
field, Novi and both cities, and Heritage  reading and math.
Township, will develop in theway and B8 “We have so many communij
armington Hills did, creating As to ber closs call in the pri- colleges and. universitios that
posaible problems for this down- mary, whero she bent Raczkownki have to have remedial
stream community. propossd by only 112 votes cut of 10,158 sald, sdding that a guarantee
jon of a waste cast, tha former Hills mayor said  provided by some high school
plant In Commarce Township is  some of her views are controver- lh.t students havo lsarned cer.
one of those issues. dl"l.y % be all thiogs 1o all ﬁnﬁﬂ!sllmldulb&mﬁd
“After Lake 8t. Clalr (pallution T abe sald B to sl hep. hoct
B e et ™ ry that slow toachers to by fuaible
things can happen, and creative are also idass she en-
courage.
Dolan sald crime Is & big iseue
for a resscn, but added that with.
L Sl o S
more
1lce will be Jmmmyhm
“ lived co & properiy becking eany Y -
up to one of thess (draina),” she “I think life experiences are im-
said. g:hm." sbe aaid, adding that
Dolan seld that while Cown- lengthy service in local and
anupuﬂy shell try to wwl‘wlthbu&pl‘ Mm-ﬂ"w
nmmw.m Eivdanda, % pustios has paid
Touts planted “It helpa in Lanaing that 1 was
discharge 1he Beo- - 3 »
. ey  den mother for five years,” nhe




