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By Bz Masox
Brars Waitsa
“'Ruth Pennington laughs at the
thought of her day-care center de-
s thoughtof i tha
“X nover thor of it that way,”
che safd. “But all that's left Is
that ooe roow, wo uss that
sometimes.”
But (n n sonse, the Stalrway Up
nter, with each now
Memo!
Unltod Methodist Church in Red-
ford.

Ten yoars ago, Peanington and
hor daughter Carolyn, Parn!

Stalrway Up opened on Sept. 4,
with youngsters, ons

Into th

Southfleld end as far away as
Fowl — “The fathor works
in 8t Clalr Shores and drops his
aon off on his way to work.”
Longevity is a plus for the cen-
', &ccol to Pennington,
inting to Seal. A Livonia resi-

“It was small at finst, and ws
were amazed at how fast It grow,”

year.
“J don't think we knew what we
were (n for.” .

Boon after opening, the conter
held an open houss that attracted
more children, and before l'on; go

N Y b

dent, sho was thinking about &
Jjob when Pennington asked If any
church members were Interestod
In working la the center, -

Beal decided to give it a try. 8he
started out with the toddler group
and “got so attached to the first
group that | moved up with
them.” !‘i‘uw sho worka with carly

¥

Hills residents, doclded ther was
a need for a child-care center, She
her dogree in childhood
ucatlon from Msdonna Univer-
eity and worked for the Redford
Union School Dietrict, while her
daughter had received her busi-
ncss degroe from the University of
Michigan.
They got out the phons book
and started looking for a placs
when Rico Memorlal came to
Pennlington had passad the
church st Eight Mile and Boech
Daly on her way to work.
‘They called the pastor, met
with the board, and spent & year
working out the fine points before

Local training s

The Women of North Farming-
ton recently gave $1,000 to Clover-
dale Developmental Trainlog
Center in Farmington.

The money was ralsed during

Christmas gifts for every Clover-
dale student.

The gift will aleo help pay for
the coet of transportation in
orthopedic busea during excur.
slons,

Lastly, the school has a pro-
grem for foster grandparents, Cur-
rently, three grandmothera attend
the program four daya a week.
Donstions help to maintsin this
Pprogram.

The Women of North Farming-
ton Ciub bas & pervice ore
ganitation since 1857. It also con-
tributes to the Meals on Wheels
Program and Farmmington Area
Advisory Council,

.. Huron Velley Hospital care-
Hvers in parents and pro-
fosalonals nationwide to obsarve
as Prognancy end Infant

Loss Awarences month.
At1l Saturday, Oct. B, the
's Help, Understanding

Déath § me ot stillbirth,
i> Families, friends, children and

P were

Sunday Bchool wing ea the tod-
dlars’ room to sccommodate more
youngaters,

‘A vislon'

*Really, it was a vision for both
of us,” sald Ponnington. “When
we saw the bullding wo had a vi-
alon of what the contor could be
{for the community.”

A decade later, Btalrway Up has
a staff of 16 full-tima employses,
two cooperative educstlon stu.
denta from Thurston High
School, and an enrollment of 60
chitdren, A majority of the chil-
dren live in Redford, but others
come from Livonls, Plymouth,

Fromu‘vltoyou: Marion Prover of the

“J enjoy it; it's & fun place to
and theas are terrific people
to work for,” she said.

Beat credits Carolyn Penning-
ton with [nspiring her to got ber
degroe, while Ruth crodits Seal
with the naming of the groups. It
atarted out, sho sald, with Mra.
Beal and her little seals; now
there are seven groups with
names like giraffs, panda and
tiger. -

Another vetoran is Dolores
Schih!, who got involved with
Stalrway Up through her daugh-
ter, who worked thers during high
school. She was working at a dali

chool receives cash

-

Women of North Farmington presents a $1,000

StairWay Up founders took one step at a tim

at the time, and “things needad to
bo done around here.” Now she's
the office manager.
“I'm ke the principal eround
hero,” sald the former Redford
Unlon School Board member.
“I'm the ons they send the kids to
.. .and I fil} In when the cook's
not here.” .
She also works evenings s a
socrotary at the Pierson Educa-
tion Center and Is e psychology
major at Waynae State University.
But this day, thosa things take
back seat to helplng a youngster
change bis soiled clothing and
getting one of the ‘children's
groups in for their “school plc-
ture.”

Parents matter

The focus of the center is on the
working parent — whatever the
stalf at tho day care can do to help
the children can maks life easier
for the parents and give them
more time to spend with their
children. -

To that end, the center is open
from 7 am. to 8 p.m. and serves
breakfast and lunch. In addition
to its normal activities — reading,
play and the like — the center of-
fors a day camp during the sum-
mer, special activities Involving

chech to Robert Tunnell supervisor of special education at Cloverdale Developmental

Training Center.

profeasionals aro [nvited to at-
tend.

“This is our ninth annual
“Walk to Remembor,” sald nurse
Sue Duff, d

nancy or nowbomn loss,” Dufl

“Familles necd an opportunity
to acknowledge that their babies
wers , are loved, gricved and
bered,"” said Jil] Carr, walk

[ of
Huros Valley Hospital's Perina.
tal Loca Team. .
b‘_:l'lu isa nﬂm’in‘; which e
cally joina peoplo acroas the
nation who are working to raise
awarcness of perinatal grief and
enaure that sensitive care is given
to parents who experience a prog-

co-coordinator.
Since 1886 when the Maternal/

group. The Mothers' Network is

Walk takes moment to remember babies

an organization of volunteer
moms who have experienced a
losn and provide one-to-one sup-
port. HUGS is a self-help group
which meeta from 7-9 p.n., the
third Thursday manthly at the
hospital.

For more information about the
‘Walk to Remember at Huron Val-
loy, to register, or to arrange to
have flowers planted In the me.
morial garden, call Maternal/
Child department at 360-3618.

parents sod children at the holl-

days, and special guesta. .
Another perk for parents who

want to enroll their children is

ballet and gymnsatic classes dur-
ing the day, provided by a teacher
from Shirley’s Bchool of Dance,
for & fee, . 3

While based at Rice Memorial,
tho center lan't affillated with the
church. However, youngsters do
attend the annual vacation Bible
school, and the pastor is invited

o nay grace at the Thanks; :;W-““- Ruth speaks bighly ofly
th

foast: At Chrl o children's
parents join with church mem-
bers for the hanging of the greens.
“Our main philosopay [s that o
child learns through plsy and by
being exposed to many things
during the day,” Pennington said.
“We want them to be prepared
when they leave here.™
But after 10 years, tho staff
members want their childres and
families to come back . . . foran
soniversary celebration. More
500 invitations have been
sent out, and response has been
running at about 85 percent, ac-

to the center.

must and now it smells of
cakes snd syrup. -

i

“It's been a wonderful 10 years,
even with the ups and downs.” o

Stairway Up Doy Care Center I3*
Fo

cording to Schihl. at 20601 ‘Da(y,
Church families gathered with more info n, call (319) 634z,
the staff on Sept 2¢ to mark 10 288, o
4

Best nelghbor

ANN HEALXV/BTAYY PHOTOGRAPHER

Beautiful winners: The Farmington Garden Club
gove Jan and Larry Hunt on Parkside in Farming-
ton Hills a donated gift certificate from English Gar-
dens for winning first place in the Good Neighbor
Garden Contest. Their backyard includes perennial
borders and a shade garden. The three runners-up
also received gift certificates from English Gardens.
They are: Irving Rosen, Fox Chase, first; Rosemarie
and Hal Henderlong, Ardmore, second; and Barbara
DeGrande, Dohany; third.
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Letall!
Every day. everything -
15 on sale at Acorn.

’

Feno. Call 335-0111°

Affording the best is not the
question...finding the*best is.

Afirgt...
Apartment living ina
Skilled Nursing Facility

For the disctiminating person
. requiring on elegant environment

. Bortz
' Health Care
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