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Speaker urges pa,rents to take PRIDE in values

Bt.\nmwv«:nun
am Olnm. founder of the At-

the tamily —
portance of & hu.!dxy beliel nys-
tem within the family and

lives to belp steer young people
away from drug and atcobol use.

- “The issue is what our children
believe, not what they know. It is
not knowledge that determines
one’s bebavior, it's one’s own be-
lefs,” Oliver said.

If parents can reach youngaters

struggling with their belief uyl
tems at & “gut” level, there is
bettsr chance to impact them In .
positive way, Oliver sald.
It starts at home

Oliver criticized the current ap-
proach of dealing with substance
abuse, which he said often relics

o2 ralsing ordin:
ud..wm..omumnmds m&“"ﬁm‘;‘"“};‘&'w{
at the em from a eren
nuypoopll it llh pective than wo do now,” aald

Fumlnmn Hllll. hesaid,
QOliver pralsed Farmington
Hills a»  city with demonstrated
concetn I’u its young people and
lazn for & success-

too much on the educati 0 system
ua i

or law enf
Wbuhn«dodlmlzu!hlm-
d effort thn

Hmaril

ful agsinst
abuso within the community.

tat Tond

from ‘s
home and family Uft. wsing the
schools and law enforcement ser-
vices as resources, he sald.

“It"s ot the school’s responsi-
bility to raise children,” be said.
“It's not the police’s responsibili-
ty to raise children. It's not the
church’s responsibility to ralse
children. It is mom and dad'a re-
sponsihility.

“Ordinary people are the people
who are going to have an impact
on theso kids. Onlinary mamas,

Getp

Yet it’s vital that more and
tore people become part of this
effort, he said.

*I challengo you, 1 daro you, 1
Implore you to go get more moms
and dads involved. You have to
get them excited, and then you
can get them involved,” he sald.

‘The audience was made up of
local community officials, busi-
ness leaders, representatives from
focal orgenizations, teachers and
parents.

Mary Ellen Thompaon, a teacher
lt Eut Middle Schoo), Farm!ing-

n Hills.

“And 1 think we alf noed to
work together — perents, the
schools and the community. Too
often, the schoola are blamed for
ull the problems. What (Oliver) is
saying [» that this is & community
problem yet it's something pat-
enta really need to address,” she
added.

Mayor Pro Toem Joannpe
McShane, who also sits on the
FF1A board, agreed that this [a an
Issue noeding attention and said
that the people of Parmington and
Farmington Hills can be counted
on to deal with it.

A caring community

*This Is lndeed a caring com-

munity, there’s no doubt about it
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Poople here want to do what is
right for the community. Th
1 wish somehow wes could
this message to othors, to odur
communitica. We need to show
poople that it's all about thoss

who care.”

Some folks who tumed out for
the spooch, howsver, said the sub-
jects of aubstance abuso and
strong family values are complex
Issues, affected by many factors
that weren't introduced.

“] think ba missed an import-
ant polnt,” sald Lioyd Smith,
Farmington High School debats

coach, “Lots of kids come from
onn-pnnn! famiiies and these
famllios aren't solidly together.
The kids have m tremendous
sense of insecurity. So let’s do
something with the pareats, too,”
sald Smith, adding that an unfor-
tunats measage many kids aro
getting powadays, from TV and
clsowhere, is that “if you can get

away with it, it's all right.”

Added Southflsldd resident
and Kiwanis Club momber
Phyllis Llsdklewicz: “(Oliver) ro-
ally brings this issue to heart.
“The more poople bocowne intereat.
od the mare involved they will be.
If ws never think about or talk
about theso things, wo'll nover got
Involved and be able to do any-
l.hln( to change them for the bet-
ter.”

FFIA Chairman Bauy Nicolay
sald she was quite ploased with
the turnout and expocted Oliver's
message to be carriod throughout
the communlty.

“He cortainly gave us a chal-
lenge, to get more parents o ac-
cept their responalbilities. But it
s because of people like Bill
Oliver and all those who cams In
support today that PFIA ia w0
successful and why we're now in
our 11th year. It's preat to seo so
many people who care.”

Woman writes book
on peer pressure

mr l.um' O'CoNNOR

Whm it comes to peer pressure,
saying no is never easy, Otherwice
Sharon Scott wouldn't have boen
ablo to write soven books on the
subject

A two-letter word wouldn't fill
manypars

Scott’s booka in giv

spocialize

Ing parents and children allke od-
vice on how to deflect the noed to
£o with the flow of tho in-crowd.

The Dallas-based (uldnnu
counselor will spesk 7-8:30

Thursday, Oct. 13, In the But
Middle School cafeteria, 25000
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills,
Admission is freo, but the pro-

$ponso:
Parmington Families In Action ae
part of its cogolng alcohol and

th,

Pecz pressuro is often at the
core of carly drug and alcohol use,
experts cay, But can also sway
kids to copy

homewotk, gossip
nbwto&hcn-ndﬂlhl.ﬂeﬂuldi ‘0o,

“Peer prassure ks vtry mbth.
sure Ls, 'If you don't da thh. I'm
going to beat you up.” .

“Pecr pressure is more like,

cvuybody is doing this
lt nfun.’

" "Seott has soen whers poer pres-
sure can lesd kids. .18!:: was the

Sharon Scott

A lot of children didn’t fit the
juvenile delinquent prafile, Scott
said, Some were model students
and even involved In Scouts.
They were nm:llllﬂy.l before her :;‘r;u
burglary or a drug charge, often
prompted by a dare from othern.
"ﬁmy didn't know how to uy.
she said. “They dl
Immv how to handle lheir fdendl
when the heat (s on.” .
Children find themselves in n
dilemma: Elther be teased and
deemod 8 nerd, or go along with
their frienda ond get into trouble.
There's 2 skill in how to say no
but “still save face,” Scott sald.
Some of her tips for teens n-

Seo BOOKS, 18A

ph b e
8 ]
andlcghd. worked and I‘cl-t:hglrmncl
thn'bumyl sent both my sisters to
and we sro all smoke free. Call her.”
Linds M. Henry
Conterling, M1
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