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POINTS OF VIEW

Term limits would topple autocratic la

he lawyers argued about assist.

ed suicide before tho Michigan

Suprome Court last week. They
mado a wonderful case in favor of legis-
1ative term limits.

The Legislature in November 1992
overwhelmingly voted to ban assisted
suicide, That expreanion of the peoplo's
will may go down tho tubes {ftho Su-

iprema Court cays the law was uncon-
|stitutionally enacted.

"1 was visiting Clvil War battleflelds
during the oral arguments and caught
,the show on a national cable channel

: called Court TV. The TV commenta-

" tors floundered a bit whon they dis-

. cussod how Michigan passed the law

" designed to put Jack (Dr. Death)

. Kevorkian out of buainess. Maybe this

_esplanation will help.

Qur heroes in Lansing had three
 bills before them. One would have per-
* mitted and regulated assisted suicido;
| it had no chance. The sccond was to st
" up a study commission on the thomy
' jssue; it turnod out 1o be 8 farce be-
© couse the panel aplitin three direc.
 tions with no majority favoring any-
 thing. The third bill, by Sen. Fred Dill-
‘ ingham, R-Powlerville, was aimed at

Making a case

banning asslsted auicide. It was passed
by the Senate and spiked by a House
committoe chalr,

That committee chair was Rep. Por-
ry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor, at that point
a 20.yoar veteran. Now, Bullard did
many good things in his tenure, and 1
personally like him, but he wasn't
knowm for being falr, o even polite, to
ideas he didn't like. And Bullard didn't
like banning assistod suicido.

So he just sat on the bill, His Judicl-
ary Committee reported out only the
bill on the commission sponsared by
Rep. Tom Power, R-Traverse City.

On the House floor, the mafority
amended Power's commission bill to
includs the text of the Dillingham ban..
The Houss passed the twin-pronged -
bill by a lopsided 72 to 29 with nine
absent. Clearly Bullard was out of tuno
not only with the populace, but with
his own party, which voted 31-23 in fa-

vor.

The bill breezed through the Senato
and was signed into law by Gov. John
Engler. In the 1992 clection, pro-life
forces picked up votes and momentum.
So early in 1993, the new House gave

the bill immediate effect by an even

@ The House passad Wilils
Bullard’s biil 91-9, damon-
strating that Jondahl wes
totally out of touch with
{he state and his own par-
ty. Agaln, | suggest that
fong tonure allows oven a
Lynn Jondahl, with his repu-
tation for high pzineiple, to
become cailloused and au-
tocratic.

wmakers

more lopsided §2-10 vate. eral times, the Senate passed bilis wip-

Ab, but the law was two-pronged — ing out tho {nheritance tax. Jondahl
banning assistod sulcide and setting neglocted them to death in his capecity
up a study commizsion — and the as committes chair. .
Michigan Constitution explicitly says: Last year, under 3
“No bill shall embrace more than one “ghared Jeadership” in the House, a
objoct, which sball be exp dinits publi i is Bul-
title. No bill shall be altercd or amend- | lard of Milford, slipped a bill eliminat-
«d on its passage through eitherhouss | Ing ths inheritancs tax anen-
30 a8 to chango its original purposs as | tirely different committee, where Jon-
determined by its total content and niot | dahj couldn’t get his strangling grip on
alone by its title.” (Art. IV, sec. 24) it.

There could be the flaw. Two circuit The House passod Willis Bullard's

judges already have sald the ban'on as-
‘sisted sulcide is unconstitutional for
procisely that reason. Don’t be
surprised if the Supreme Court agrocs.
In the Legistature’s defense, let it be
pointed out that one person, Perry Bul.
Iard, thwarted tho will of the majority
and drove it to such desperation mea-
sures. Over 10 terms, Bullard became
calloused and autocratic. If term limi-
tations had been in effect, the odds arc
the Dillingham bill would have passed
easily and in much less time.
Bullard wasn't the only one. Rep.
Lynn Jondahl, D-Okemos, spent too
many of his 20 years in the House
‘hairing the Taxation C i Se:

V-

bill 91-9, demonstrating that Jondahl
was totally out of touch with the state
and bis own party. Again, I suggest -
that long tenure allows even a Lynn
Jondah), with his reputation for high
ptinc:iplc, to become calloused and au-
tocra

c.

Voters adopted term limits in 1992.
They take effoct in four years for repre-
sentatives and cight years for senatora.

Ig’nyons for term limits for judges,
too’

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.
‘His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047, Ext. 1881,
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 Sover replies
ear Mr. Professor Rosman:
D You have pointed out one of
my most embarrassing faults.
My grammar s poor, my english is ter-
rible and I bave a difficult time spell-
ing all the words in the english lan-

ge.

There are some words I can’t oven
pronounce. The only reason [ compete
in the people busineas {a becauso I ha-
ven't run into very many perfect peo-
ple. It's unfortunato as a kid I dldn’t
learn to command the engliah language
like you. Wo still agreo on ono thing —
you are the professor.

The last time I was attacked for such
poor grammar and spelling I was preai.
dent of the Farmington Area Jaycees,
That person wrote how horrible it was
and that most of the people missed the
message.

It had such an affect that the Farn-
ington Area Jaycees were recognizod

. that year as tho most outstanding local

" organization in Michigan. We were also

TV’s influence sparks need
to publicly fund campaigns

recognized by the U.S. Jaycoes as one
of the finost in America, I was very
grateful to bo recognized as one of the
top 10 presidents in the Michigan Jay-
cees. A result of hard work.

1don't want to down play the need
for me to improve my personal skills. 1
suro would like to and I keep romind-
ing my kids how important it is to be
better educated than me. I hope their
education level meets or exceods yours.

My strong subject was math. My
algebra teacher wondered if 1 was a
“gencass.” I find this to be i

in school, how important it is to get ths

best possible education,

1 have helped make Sife better for
those around me. I beliove J have
helped build this eity into becoming
the envy of other municipal officlals. I
love this city, I enjoy working for the
people. -

‘When my grandchildren read about
the history of Farmington Hilla they

see my name in bold type.,

You will be listod as just another one
of my critiquen unless you work to ac-

lish hing for the good of our

becsuse my daughter is in her first year
of collego with an “A" In calculus. She
is having to work very hard in english.
Please keep your fingers crossed, she
says she will do better thana “C.” It
would be nice if she could learn to
write like you.

3 I had your writing skills I would
use them mors often to encourage peo-
plo in a positive way. I would remind
them life is what you mako of it. I
would writo to kids in Farmington and

tell them how important it is to do well

city. It is easy for so many people to
criticizo others. Instead, why not vol-
unteer your services to the good of tho
community?

You are 5 times more educated than
my fathor was. You could teach me to
read and write, but he taught me more
about humanity than you will ever
know. If he were still alive he would be
proud of my service to God’s poople.

1 thought 1 deserved a “C,” that was
my english grade “threw" high schoal.

Torry Sever, Farmington Hills

No convention
very 16 years, Michigan voters
are aaked whether they want to
call a convention to revise the

state constitution. This is one of those

years; aince there is no compelling rea-
son to reopen the atate’s most funda-
mental law, the Michigan Chamber of

Commerce urges a no vote on Proposal

A on the Nov. 8 statewide ballot. |

110 state House and 38 state Senats |
districts. The convention itself could
drag on for nearly a year. Then another
cloction would have to be held to ratify
or reject the convention's work. All of
this exp is simply d
There is danger that single-issue .
zealots of any ideologicat stripe could
seize control of the convention proceas
and rewrite the constitution to their
own narrow ends. Our state could bo

In general, our 31.year-old
tion serves the state well. As this year’s
March 16 vots on the statewide proper-
ty tnxl’uhool_‘ﬁunce ballot queadnnr
d ol individuat el o
the constitution ~— even tho most im-
portant ones — can be changed by the
voters without an open-ended effort at
averall constitutional revision.

The cost to taxpayers of selecting
dolegates to a constitutional conven-
tion could be more than $20 million,
according to estimates. These coats in-
cludo holding a special primary and
general election next year in cach of the

ovi cap!
sisted sulcide or tax schemes. The
risks of a new convention far out-weigh
the potential benefits. .
The 1ast time Michigan voters con.
sidered & call for a constitutional con-
vention in 1978, the proposal was de-
feated by o margin of 3-1. There's no
reason today to hold another constitu-
tional convention. Vote no on Proposal
A.

Robert LaBrant
state chamber of commerce
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ast Saturday at the UM-MSU football —

pma.lrmintchCamthoD«mocnt T

T\ who's running agsinst Sponcer Abrabam

." for the U.8. Senato. Snippets from our conver-
sation speak volumes about what's really going
onlin this campalgn, now down to the last fow
worka before election day.

Hi, Bob. How are things going?"

OK, I guess. 1 finally got up on the air (le.,

aTV spot) with me speaking directly into

camera. Abraham has been running  spot

ting to make me lock like Biil Clinton, and [

inted to remind folks that it's me, warta and

, that's running for the Senate.”

"What's the mood out there?"

Pretty bad. People are sore; they'ro cynleal.

e nover seen the mood quite liko thia.”

Mors than [ have aver soen, this campaign is

Ining into politics by television, Even inpri-

Lo conversation, candidates don't talk much

L

TV gurus and buy air time. What a lousy way to
go about picking a U.S. scnatoror governor!

And it points up how marginal most cam-
paign reform proposals roally aro. Last week a
Republican filibuster In the U.8. Senats killed
a bill, introduced by Michigan's Carl Levin,

ly mors about how wrong or [nconsistent or which would have put limits on lobbylsta and
facherous their opponent reslly is. All they their frecbies. Compared to the favors extracted Stiffel is 8”"”"’"‘ in lending a -
h talk about fa “gettingupon thealr” or“my | by tho political action commitioes and apocial graceful, elegant touch to any home.

it has another spot togo.” ¢ did. d to ratss big

ready A
are is no doubt that politics In a big state
Michigan has to be done wholesals, which
by costly TV commercials. Production
are rulnous. Air time is astronomical, par«
1k h Aichigan whare most

We care about
your homel

from Affordably avallabie at Brose.

money for TV, what's a free golf game ora trip . g

to Florida? - - . 3
The only way really to reform the political

procesa — and the anly way to make candidates

pay attentlon to voters and their concerns In- - -

stead of chasing after PACa and TV gurus - is

b
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the peopls are.
is means that big reces are horribly expen-

public funding of campaigns. 3
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