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Give Knollenberg a 2nd term

n the race for the U.S. House 11th District
we endorse Joe Knollenberyg, R-
Bloomfield Township.
The 11th Congressional District includ,
Farmington and Farmington Hilla.
Incumbent Knollenberg was elected to the
House two years ago as a somewhat untried
entity. He had a strong background in the
Republican Party and was an associate of for-
mer Cong William B field, but he

who offers few surprises. He follows the party
line and takea the standard Republican stance
almost ahways in opposition to President Bill
Clinton and the Democrata.

However, that’s exactly the position of most
of the peopie he mpmcnu in the
Bir Bloomfield urea, atr
conservative Republican community.

At lensr. Knollenberg is consistent, perhapa
loo His ﬂnl ition to abortion is

Litianall

had not held elected office.

Knollenberg was elected essentinlly be-
cause many voters saw him as a clone of
Broomfield.

But Knollenberg has showed that he is in-
dividual with his own approach to the people
of the district. He has held community meet-
ings and made himself accessible to his con-
stituents.

And he kept campaign promises to reduce
Congressionn! staff costs and to oppose legis-
lation that would mean any tax increases or
more government control.

Knollenberg is o by-the-book conservative
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Yet. in balance, Knollenberg has pmvndcd a
steady presence in Congress and hos beena
solid representative of the district.

He hasn't been in office long enough to be
in a position to make a significant impact. But
he hasn't loat sight of the goal shared by the
wave of new members of Congress who were
swept into office two years ago.

They vowed to reduce government and
make it more accountable to the people.

We recommend Rep. Knollenberg with the
understanding that he will remain committed
to that promise.

Say yes to city road millage

b, just when some of you were starting
A to enjoy the tax cut that Proposal A

provided, along comes the city of
Farmington asking for a road millage.

Well, some requests for money are legiti-
mate. We think this is one of them. Good
schools make good communities; 50, to o lesser
extent, do good roads.

If passed, the plan will eliminate special as-
sessments for hameowners - and they can be
costly. City officinls claim this will save tax-
payers $12 million aver the 20 years.

Another good reason for approvai: The ad.
ditional 1.6 mills can be deducted on the fed-
eral income tax return; specinl assessments
are not dedmmblc

That's why we're asking Far vot-
ers to say Yes to the 1.6-mill request they'll
find on their ballots Nov. 8. Approval will
provide funds for the upkeep for the 34 miles
of city streets and roads over the next 20
years.

g to city the
millage would add $96 to 1995 property tnx
for the average ($120,000) home, beginning in
1995, Michignn Homestead property tax cred-
its would negate or lower that increase for
some city residents.

Prop B corrects bad situation

Proposal B on the Nov, Sballo!dmrvcsn
“yes” vote b xl 0 bad »i!
in our jammed-up courts.

Thenzu.uwnxsnh-urd A defendant pleads
guiity and is sentenced to prison. Then he
protests to the Court of Appeals.

The situation costs taxpayers millions.,
Thres appellate court justices, at more than
$100,000 a year, must look at each 35-page
appeal brief. They have staffs to pay. The

county procecutor must take a senior staff’
u-yaaﬂtrulwwkw-nwu:!a-pngem!y
brief. Defense lawyers, usually paid for by the
pubtic, cost $900 to $1,000 per case. Each ap-
peal requires a 20-page transcript at $2.352

page.

The situation is a waste of time. More than
99 percent of the appeals by those who plead
guilty are found to be without merit.

And the situation occurs too often. About
one-fourth of the Court of Appeals’ caseload
mﬁ-un‘umyp!m'rhoﬂ;udmon
Michigan's second lughntmnmlower
d that the Sup Court
lnrhukinsfcrdmmsnfnddmmn!;ud‘u
nmuu!

loge their rights because they still could re-
quest “leave to appeal” - the Court of Appeals’
permission.

Critics of Proposal B arc very few. They
fear Proposal B would take away defendants”
rights.

Not so. Remember, it applies only to thase
who plead guilty (or no contest). Most of their
oppealj allega lmn\h sentences. In the 1980s

hi, loped a sct of. ing guide-
lines based on the actual experiences of hun.
dreds of;ud,gc- A;udga may hand down a
jdelines but must
Jmfy the lhﬂ' sentence mlh reasons, in writ-

ln 1990 the Lhdnmm Supmme Court put
teeth in the
ing (sending back) more than o dozen such
cnses for re-sentencing. That famous case was
People vs. Milbourn. If Proposel B is ndded to
the state constitution, a convict would merely
have to cite a judge'’s unjustified deviation
from tho sentencing guidelines and cite the
Milbourn case, and his appeal would demand
Court of Appeals’ ottention.

Thus, the Coust of Appeals could concen-
trate on tha one percent of meritorious ap-
peals and be rid of tho 89 percent that nro
timo-wasters.
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Good story

have just read Larry O'Connor’s report of
the community forum sponsored by the
Fnrmmgmnf?nnmngwn Hilla
1 UMultiracial C ity Council.
l found this article well-written. It accurntely
reported the talk by Rabbi Wine.
Thank you for your asticle and for the many
other fine reportings of our activities.
Lasty Malonoy, vice chalrman,
Farmington/Farmington Rills
Multicultural/Multiracial Council

ay we “humbly” expresa our dismay

A ‘humble’ cpinlon
M when we read in the Oct. 10 edition
of the Observer that Sgt. Ray

Cranston failed to issue a speeding citation
to “humble” David Barman for traveling 27
milea per hour over the legal limit.What's
right for one is right for all, Perhaps Mr.
Barman would like to denate the monetary
amount of the ticket he should have received
to o family who lost a loved one through the
fault of o speeding driver. Think twice,
sergeant and David, before it's too Iate.
Speed kills, usually the innocent.

Don and Irenc Barth, Parmington Hills

ell, Farmington, you've gone and

Fountaln envy?
done it. You have put us right up

w there with Farmington Hills and

its foolish fountain. Where are you trying to

go?

1 didn't belicvo nll the stories I was hearing
nbout the “art” object that had been placed
outside City Hall. I mean, how bad could it be?
8o 1 decided to go take a look for myself. The
only words that came sut of my mouth were,
“Whose bright iden was this?"

Not wanting to jump to any more bad
thoughts, I asked several people who were
passing by. Not one person had anything nice
to say about it. One littlo girl had tho sams
impression I had. “It looks like a apider that in
on its back,” she said.

Let's sce, we have have “art” at the City
Hall, a Tea Cozy that we can't get into unless
wo are “properly” dressed. What's next? A
black tio to get into the Civic?

Give me the good old Farmington that we
used to have. The hardware etore on the cor-
ner, tho old stores and just regular hometown
folks. We are getting away from where we
came from and where we are going. I'm not
against progress, just “foolishnesa,”

Oh, by the way, whatever you did pay for
it you should find out about the misspelled
word of “October” on the dedication date,
Well the city has art, but we need a little
work on spelling. Those of you who have to
walk through those front doors each day have
my sympathy. As for me, I will use the back
doar.

One, und only one, good thing: “It” arrived
just in time for Halloween. '

Sharon J. Lee, Farmington Hills

Keep winds blowing

salaries |
years 1991-93.

I wonder why MEAP scores didn't increase
ns dramatically as teachers’ wages? I wonder
why hers in Michi lain tho loud-
cst whcn in fact thoy earn tho most?

l wonder why 20 many Michigan :

ji b despitoa
bcneﬂu package second to none, can never
be aatisfied?

Teacher salaries should bo based on perfor-
mance and achievement rather than the de-
gree of power and influence that a lebor union
can wiold.

Whila many teachers do a fine job and
should be fairly compensated, taxpayers spend
billiona of doliars on cducation and are enti-
tled to receivo what thoy pay for.

MEA policies and attitudes clearly convey
the message that our children's education is

to the financial wellbeing of the
union and its members.

1 hopo that parents and taxpayers who feel
that the beneficiaries of education should be
our children rather than the MEA will ro-elect
Gov. John Engler to lwop the winds of change

in tho nation when the cost of living is
factered in. Furthermore, teacher
d 11.3 percent b

blowin¢
d Dubin, Parmi; Hills
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ichigan educators are the highest paid
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