council with the approval of the Plan-
ning Comminaion (9-0) and the Plan-
aing Consultant and City Attorney.

The citizens were not aatisfiod.
Council agroed to lot n group called
Voters' Voice work with the developer
tomake changes. No solutions at al]
cama from these meetin,

Cottncil worked with the devel .

1f six of seven experienced council
members, nine members of the Plan-

| ning Commlssion, the Traffic Engl.--

noer, City Planning Consultant and
City Attorney believe this ia reasonable
1and uso, should that be given some

welght?
All of these city officials have made
. ibutions to .

P
and did negotiate more reduced densi-
ty, no Super Market and no free stand-
ing restaurant. . B

Still the citizena were not satisfled.
Finally, in an attempt to respond to
citizéns wishes to have no commerciat
use on the corner of 12 Mife and
Middlebelt, members of counci! negoti-

. ated two options, depondent on the
passage of a Nov, 8 millage.

This millage would allow dedicated
tax money to be used throughout tho
city an quality of life issues such as
reduced density, trafile, open spaces
and less commercial use of the remain.
ing land.

The first use of thia millage, if
passad, would be to exercise ono of the

" options on the 12 Mile-Middlebelt
property. Six of seven of the council
membors did not belleve it was in the
best interest of the entiro |

o our
&nlm;hum the past years. Wo noed
oir 1 inf 1 Tandorghl
Mayor Lawrence Lichtman, Mayor
. ProTem Joanno Smith,
Counclimembers Nancy Bates, Jon
Grant, Cheryl Ollverio, Terry Sever
AN .

Get it right .

hroughout the debate on the 12

Mile-Middlebelt isaue, you have

refused to print any letters of
support, although I know you have
recelved some.

1 hope, in the interest of

council, have cloarly defined roles. -
What would the role of an olocted may-
or be? Would ha duplicate the services
of the city mansger? ’
nd, the council members who '
voted to bring up this charter amend-
ment have said that this change will
give the mayor more “clout.” With -
whom will the mayor have this added
clout? Our city is well known and re-
spectod throughout the country. Why
would anyone who mests our mayor
not belleve he or she holds an import~
ant position within our ity?
And thirg, it has boen our clty’s
tradition for council mombers to rotate
the position of mayor among thom.
selves annually. This has meant that
in political appointment to city com.
missions, no one mayor has been able
to “stack” a commission for political
508,
. .’!‘his hju ke, }:‘t the city commissions

you will allow my response to Stella
Menton's falso chargos,

The Michigan National Corp, head-
quarters was developed without any
zoning change. It had been zoned offico
sinco the development of the subdlvi-
sion to the south and any resident buy-

to risk fegal action and deny a davelop-
ment that, while the land would not re-
mair; vacant, which is the wish of

many, it would have very low denaity
and the possibility of no fal

ingin F brook Hills had access to
the public record indlcating such.

A 30-foot high berm would bo a mon-
strous hill to build and was never oven
considered. ato th

tiate the

use, if the votera want to support the
ballot proposal.

Rebently mombers of your council
have conducted the business of the city
whilg recall petitions egainat the may-
or were being pauLcd daown thf isles of

. Bl did not
deal" — there simply was no deal to
negotiate.

The project was buiit under ordinary
standards for its zoning. It is one thing
to be vocally opposed to a projoct. It is
quite another to be dlshonel't and in-

the council et by of
Votets' Voics in an sttompt to intimi-
date council.

Still, these six council members,
knowing full well what was coming,
woulfl not be intimidated into a Jegal

- action that could put alt Farmington
Hills taxpayers at riak.

The current Farmington Hills Coun-

¢l hsvcry conservative in land use and

tory in one’s oppasition.
Jere Van Houten,
Planning C faslon chalr

points of view .
abound on the commissions. An clect-
ed mayor could have considerable in-
fluenco through commission appoint-
ments Jong after leaving offico, Our
current system of appointments keeps
the politics out.

1 believe that the best vote on Local
Proposal “1” s NO on Nov. 8,

Stuart L. Sells, Farmlngton Hills
TSN

A vote for Joe

was greatly impressed by tho article
on Congressman Joe Knollenberg
written in tho Oct. 13 editioh of the
Farmington Observer.
He is sincere about reducing the alze
of government. it is a testament to his

caenmlan:nt Q;u this principle when he

d the size of his own

Farmi: Hills

Hero's a ‘no’ vote

ers will have the opportunity to

@ 0 Nov. 8 Farmington Hills vot-
vote to amend our city charter to

'Problem of crime demands |
tough action, not just talk

ional staff by ining only 13
to 14 full-time aides when he is enti-
tled to have 18 full-timo aides.

How many congressmen would turn
back $130,000 allotted to them for
staff? We in the 11th C fonal

the Observer that ] was a carcer pol-
cian

itician. .
The fact is 1 have never held public -

office but, like Jos Knollenberg before
he went to Congress, I have boen active
in political party politics,

1f] am a career politician, then cer-
tainly Mr, Knollenberg is one as well.

1f Mr. Knollenberg is really commit.
ted to term limits, then ho should sign
a pledge, “a contract for the 11th Dis-
trict,” that ha will not zun for a third
term. Or, as 1 would prefer, ho could
withdraw from the Nov. 8 election.

1n the samo edition of the Ot 3

make up the Jost tax money by cutting

loopholes at the foderal level, which -

simply means ho can find other ways to
tax you. Someons should tell this guy
that middle class relief means cut gov-.~
ernment spending, a subject on which
ho aaya nary a wo!

By the way, when will Mr. .
Breshgold's “worldwide agreement tha
would include a global minimum
wage,” take effect? Thanks anyway, "t
vote for Congressman Joe Jnollenberg..

Robert L. Hallmark, Southfield

a letter supposedly written by Richard
DeVries of Farmington Hills attacked
a suggestion I made in an interview
about a minimum wage for industrial-
izod and newly industrialized nations.

That idea, I suggested, might help
the United States stem the loss of
good-paying manufacturing jobs to for-
cign nations like Vietnam and China,

The surprising thing about the DeV-
res letter was that it was not sent in,
or even written, by Mr. DoVries,

I was calied by Mr. DeVries, who was
embarrassed to tell me that and apolo-
gized for the personal attack on me.

1 can only guess whers the DeVrics
letter camo from.

Mike Breshgold,
candidate for Congress,
11th District

Spare us ‘new Demg’

nother “new Democrat!” The

candidate running against Con-

gressman Joe Knollenberg in
tho 11th Congressional District says,
“I want to see more tax relief for the
middle class.” Mr. Breshgold's cam-
palgn promises sound liko a deliberate-
)y dishonest sales pitch (“Breshgold
pushea middle class relief,” Oct. 6).

In 1992, candidate Clinton and the
Democrots talked that same talk. In
1993, President Bill Clinton and the
Dx in Congress gave us the

He lost a voteo

ichacl Breshgold stated in your

article that bo supported the so-

called Clinton Deficit Reduc-
tion package. And in an article he
states that he is a supporter of 8 Cana-
dian-style single-payer health care ays-
tem.

Does he have any idea what these
mean to senior citizens like me and my
friends?

1 guess President Clinton and Mike
Breshgo!ld arc a lot alike — they both
have pt of what is i to

sentors,

The Clinton budget increased my tax
rate to 85 percent for every dollar I earn
above $34,000. So notonlyam Iona
fixed income but 1 am getting penal-
ized by the federnl govemnment to the
{une of 85 cents on every.dollar I earn
above $2,800 a month.

Now, Breshgold tells us that ho now
only thinks that this is good but that
he supports the single-payer system
that would have me wait in long lines
for sub-standard health care service.

No way! I can not endure much more
of this typo of big government “help.”

Breshgold needs to wake up and
start listening to senior citizens. We
may be older and a little slower, but 1
for one will not be voting for him this
November.

Helen Lippert, Livonia

udging from the political ads on TV, by far

J ‘the safest place to be in Michigan these
ning for offlco. Gov. John Engler [a “tough
enoggh to put thugs in jail,” while Domocratic
challenger Howard Wolpo criticizes tho Repub-
licah governor for a “wholly inadoquate" re-
apodse to last month's jallbreak in Detroit.

‘Risnning for tho U,S. Senato, Democtat Bob
Cart |s proud of his vote for the big csime bill
that passed tho Congress last month “because’
it puts more cops on the street” while Republi-
can opponent Sponcer Abraham attacke the
crinie bil} as no big deal. N
The politicians aren’t dumb, Alf the polls
agroe: Crimo ia the No. 1 lssuo this (al, far
eclipsing even taxes, and whether Engler and
his friends aro just waiting until next year to
arhend the constitutional prohibition ngainst
public ald to private and religious schools. .

‘Ruminating on all this heated rhetoric en-
couraged me to uncover some factss
B I5j the Unitod States, a greater proportion of
the population is ln prison than [n any othor

‘days |s on the campaign staffs of folks run- |

original befors olection day:

@ Liberals bhate the death penalty, and there is
some evidenco that trials that involve the possi-
bility of death upon conviction cost an enor-
motus amount. Yot I keep wondering just why
soclety should bo obliged to pay the $26,000 an-
nual tab to keop an inmate, miscrable but alive,
in jai! for life. Are there not some people so in-
curably sick or some crimos so proloundly awful
that the death penaity is not only appropriate
buth at the same time?

_ deovglopod country In tho world; Michigan in
1993 Incarcerated 36,000, almost tripled aince
198y .
8 Michigan épends $1.1 billion each yuar on the
: Dy ment of C ions, nearly as much as
:the ptate xpends on alf universities and colleges,
' Fuelod by.public fear of crime, our leaders in
', Ing (both parties, mind you) have in-
: outlays for prisons faster than any
athdr category of state spending.
B [¢ costs around $25,000 per ysar to keep &
crindinal behind bars, more than five times the
$4,800 avorage per pupil atate aid for our

Lo spenid whatever it takos to keep criminals off
the btreats, -
8 I statistics complled by the FBI, the inci-
- denbe of serlous crime (757.6 per 100,000 popu-
“Iatidn) is flat,
. Tha conclusion s cleir to me; We're on an

schdols, Vet a lot of people are perfectly wilting |

# There Is growing ovidenco that young crimi-
nals In fact emerge from jat! with enhanced
standing among their peer group, Who is going
to “dis" a guy who survived prison, pumped
{ron for five ysars and returned to the streot?
Does this suggest that treatment of prisoners In
3l ought to be very much harsher?
B Are thero methods of punishment Josa costly
and moro of a deterrent than time in prison?
vory much suzpect, for exampls, that the young
man who was caned across the buttocks for van-
dalizing cars In Singapore will not want to do
that agaln. And it might be that two 17-year-old
memburs of tha Tlinket Indian teibe who have
boon banlshed to live a year alone on remote
islands in Alasks won't beat up and rob another
pixza delivery man.
I reajlze these suggostions will provoke a
storm of protest, some emotional and some
"earefull I1dered. But it scoms perfectly

antt-crime binge, dingata rate,
flllihg up every newly constructed prison cell as
: {lnlt;u wo can open it. And yot tha crime rate,

lainly, iomething dossn'taddup. =
. iMaybe liiétsad of coficsntrating solsly on
Inging the bad guys into jall; maybe we should
o the guta to rethink serlously our publlc
on crime. Bolow are a few thought-

“bald (foollsh?) snough to try saying something

b Just In $itue for whichaver candidate i .

{
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clear that what our society is now doing about
crime Is both terribly expensive and remarkably
ineffective. K

That's'a great recipe for soma fresh thinking.
1t's too bad it won't come out untll after the
eloction. :

Phil Power is chairman of the company that

ouna this newspaper. His Touch-Tons voice
mail pumbcr 18 (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880.

- .

The toddler who learned to walk in
these shoes was born with children’s
leukemia. If ehe had been born
thirty years ago, chances are she
wouldn’t have survived long enough
to learn to crawl. But thanke in
part o your donation to the United
Un&. todsy's medical advances have
given children with leukemia a 70%
chance of survival.

The United Way supports somo
140 agencies in Wayne, Onkllnnd and

Macomb counties that help the
eiderly. the illitverate, the dis-
abled and many more. And because
nearly 90 cents of every dollar you
contribute goes directly to thoze in -
need, you can be sure your donation
will make a difference. .

So please 51\;0 to the United wny;:
And give someone a '

running start on life.
.

et rus o

THE - -
@bserver &5 Eccentric
NEWSPAPERS.

1e sponnoring this message in the intarest of the Greater Detroit community.
United May Torch Drive contributions are not used to pay for this ad.
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has approved more park land, mors atlow for an electod m-:yor. It scems to . { District are fortunate to have Joo Knot- | Jargest tax hike in history, and the peo- |
co“nc“ '.p“" secrestion land, more open space than | me that this Idea has several problems, -| lenberg, a man who puts hismoney | ploof the 11th District sent an extra . -
- here Is & speclal intorest group any other council, 8ince 1887 the Fiest, in a city mansger/city councll | where hia mouth is. $1.4 bilifon dollars to Washington. Not
called Voters' Volcawhich has | Council of Farmington Hills has spont | form of government, the purpose of the: Kim McKensle, Farmington Hills | to worry though, the Democrsts spent
~ tried o force the Parmington more than $2 million trying to preservo r is o un the day-to-dsy 0per: | wcmemesssramewasmm - - | that money wisely, on things Like tha
Hills City Council Into Jitigation that | tho zoning In our community. atlons of the city, The city councll pro- | e id ond earthquake rellef bill, which providsd
could result in fal “As d following the vote on the | vides overall policy and pursues public Broshgold reSpOnAS | 155 billion doilars for quaka victins,
soning, increased denslty and thepos- | ‘project for 12 Mile and Middlebelt, agondas. .| and $6 biltion in pork for their Senate
sibility of millions of doflars In money | petitions are going to be circulated The has the task of admin- 'l:: -r;m}:‘od ;a ru(‘!h};lury z‘.‘f;ﬁ . lca;:{g‘, w;:: Virginia's Robert Byrd, , -
damages. Voters' Voice in an attempt to recall Istrating policy and may suggest agen- claim in her latter that appe: n | andfriends.. . I
Tho proposal In quostion came to five rore councll mumber':. da items, so each pmy.y manager aE\ad Mr. Breshgold seya that howould .
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