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Orbital — City
‘was influential

t

e aul Hartnoll of Orbital still remembers the
firat tlme ho heard tho Detroit-based, plati.
num-nelling house band Inner City.

“When 1 firet heard ‘Big Fun' (by Inner City) 1
thought, "All right. This is It. This is what I've
been tooking for." I thought it was really good.
nortoully away awny from a vocal track, but that
+-wau 1t real sort of mesaive record.”

On their latest album, “Snivilisation,” the band
inadvertently awayed away from the Detrolt
sound.. " Lt .

+ "It was nothing intentional, We tend to sort of
write what wo fancied at the time and seo if it
-Pt warrks or not.

“We normally go for someone we know — people
who ate very good with harmony. I'm really into
weaving harmonics around eech other. I don't pre-

_fer instruments tw vocals.

" il and her record label SBK/EMI aroina
bit of a Yegal f1ap. An irate woman is suing
I them for “sexusl harassment” becausa the
woman dn the cover of Milla's album “The Divine
Comedy,” sccording to the woman, “lowers the
" standing of blond women in soclety, causing con-
+' tempt and unwanted hatred and shame.”
Sho would be happy if the womean on the cover
was “made Into a black-balred white woman.”
‘The cover, painted by Ukrainian-born artist
. Alexis Stecle, deplcts a Renafssance-styls impres-
aion of Milla reaching toward the sky with a varie-
ty of creatures at her feet, including & large anske
wrapped around her feet.

srly works by Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds
! (From Her to Eternity", *Thbe First Born Is
Dead,” “Kicking Against the Pricks” and
“Your Funersl My Trinl") aa well as Einsturzende
Neubauten are being ro-released on Mute
Recorda, 1. w7
Neubauten's album “Strategies Against Archi-
-4 tecture (Vol. 1) includes tracks from their first 7°
-} aingles (*Slablversion,” “Kalto Sterna"), :
highlights from theis album “Kollaps” and bard-
|, to-find vinyl EP's “Tanz Debi},” and “Negative
Nein.” It was re-mastered by long-time Neubau-
f», ton collaborator Jon Caffery and waa compiled by

tha band with Jim Thirwell (Foetus).

If you have a question o a comment for Christi-
na Fuoco, call her at (313) 563-2047, mailbox No.
2130 0n a touch-tone phone, or wrile her ot The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 School-
croft, Livonia, Mich. 48150.
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Finding the Mental Ladcpe

& The members of Mental
Landscape have plenty to say
about the Detroit music scenp
and they're ready to strike a
blow at the status quo with the
release later this month of an
11-s0ng CD.

BY MATTHEW DELEZENNE
SPRCIAL WRiTER

The mind s a re-
R gion difficult to nav-
) ieate. Inrosds are
few and the terrain
unchartered.

The Detroit rock
band Mental Land-
scapo has come to claim this remote
and forshoding place as the van.
guards of a self-proclaimed *“Theught
Revolution.”

With the CD “Harrow's Bard” due
out Oct. 29 and a new, diverse line-up
of members, the band feels poised to
striko a blow to the statua quo.

The disparate musical interests of
the quartet aro apparent on the 11.
song CD, which was recorded in four
“yery long days” ot the Loft Studios
in Sallne with enginecr Tim Patalan
(Sponge). Nonetheless, the upcoming
release {s a mature, well-concelved
plece of work and showa great im-
P over last year's th Re
7-inch record.

Although two of the songs from the
7-inch appesr on “Harrow's Bard,”
they are supported by stronger mete-

The CD's sound Is, as the group
said, “impossible to label” Some
tracks have a straight-ahead, power-
pop grungo feel similar to Sugartooth
or the Meat Puppets, Others, such as
“Paraphilia,” “Peels” and “Drawing
Down the Moon,” trend mare heavily.
‘Two standouts are the ballads “Mor-
pheus,” with acoustic guitar and duet

, and “Headache,” with™ a
rhythm and guitar melody very rem-
iniscent of the Doors' classic “The
End.” Still another choles cut, “De-
cline,” touchea on the dissonant ag-
gresaion of the Rollins Band.

In the spirit of the Doors and Alice
i{n Chains, the lyrics are fragmented
and abstract, and the themes of the
songs often concemn the human
psyche.

Reshaping the mind

Founder and vocalist Rambeaux
(pronounced “Rambo”), said the
group's name s & result of their ef-
forts at “reshaping the mind" of their
audlence.

“The basic idea ia that instead of
just going out and playing muaic and
drinking a lot of beer and i

Mental Landscape

¢

Yo, quo:

will celebrate the Oct. 29 release of their CD with a performance

and party at Alvin’s in Detroit, with special guest Forge.

“I wouldn't say we're totally a politi-
cal band. We write about social
things, relationship things. We also
jnclude arts and cinema and theater
and things in music and the perfor-
mances.”

The first Incarnation of Mental
Landscape appearcd in 1989 when
Rambeaux atternpted to form a band
with his friends and “introduce folk
into punk.” It was less than success-

ful.

*“It came down to Lhe point where
they couldn’t play what 1 wanted to
do,” he said.

By 1992 the group was rcformed to
include guitarist Steven Allore and
bassist/vocalist Redox, The drum
slot was filled last February when
Kon Macmillan replaced former
drummer Mike D. Allore recently Ieft
the group and was roplaced three
weeks 2o by Jeremy Polant, former
member of Sin-Eye

“People think we're the same band
an three years ago,” Redox eaid. “We
uctunl'!y sound nothing like the old

N
Allore jolned after answering an ad
at Ramb bad run, Referring to

slve equipment at the time.

Rambeauz, who admits to playing
*sevoral inatruments poorly,”
faments the state of “the soene” here
in Detroit for aspiring musiciane.

70s mentality

“The mentality of Detroit is still in
the “70s,” Rambeaux said. “One of
the main problems ia total apathy
toward the musie. There's almost
negative attitude about paying $3-$5
to sec a band.

“There's a large glut of really bad
bands, but there are really good
ones.”

One of the ways Mental Landscape
hopes to gamer attention is with their
live performance.

“We're probably one of the last
bands, at least locally, that has a
stage show,” Rambeaux sald. “It's
been compared to vaudeville.”

Props, projectors and lighting toch-
niques aro used to convey & visu
message along with five TVs which
are placed on stage displaying educa-
tional films and graphics. The effect,
nlﬁ h{lamlllan with a laugh, is “spo-

the other two guitarists who were
i idered, Allore Isughs and

we
try to approach it from (the diroction
of) making relevant music, things
that make you think about different
subjocta,” said boasist Viola Redox

being
calls himaelf “the least of three
eviln.” The gultarist, who fc i\

But rock sudiences are notoriously
fickle, and no matter how much effort
a band puts forth, results are never

played bass in what ho calla "cheesy
meta} bands,” had rather unimpres.

“We could sit around and whine
about not getting interest in Detroit,”

o

Rambeaux said, "but why not con-
centrate an where we are getting in-
terest?” f
Mental Landscape issued a letter
to the press in the spring of this year
stating “'Detroit Just Doesn’t Get Jt.°
Urging “Wake up, wake up Detroit,”
the letter warned "This is your last
chance to catch up!tt” -
On the other hand, the grouph
press pack shows “five nominations
in the 1993 Detroit Music Awaida?
and a “'best single” nomination i the
1994 Motor City Music Awards, Ac-
cording to inside sources, they have
been nominated for multiple awards
in the 1994 Detroit Music Awards to
be held in mid-November at the State
Theatre in Detroit. Further, they
claim a single listed in a Jocal top 10
list and nirplay on radio station B3Xg
So, it wuuld appear Detroit’s media
is very well “owake” and does in fact
“getit” after all. L
Perhaps Mental Landscape just
practices songwriting a bit more dili-
gently than they practice diplomacy.
But that's OK, a “Thought Revolu-
tion" is no place for ambassadors,

Mental Landscape celebrates the
release of their CD with a performance
ond party at Alvin's, 6756 Cass Ave.,
Detroit, with special guest Forge and
Heavy Water Factory. For more infor-
mation, call (313) 832-2355.

Pigface: Music as diverse as its members

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
BTAYY WRITER

Martin Atkina toured the world with Ministry,
Killing Joke and Public Image Ltd. On
however, the succeas came crashing dt_wm on

e day on

tour,
him. He realized he wasn't happy.

“1 remember sitting in Los Angeles going, ‘Hero
we go. There's the pool. Thero's the palm troes,’
(whiie) twiddling my toes in the pool and being

unhappy,” Atkins said.“It had to do with the
controla that were being pl on ma by people
who didn’t understand what I was doing and me
having the abllity to expresa myself and be heard.”

In response, he formed Pigface — & revolving
team of musicians, most of whom have played with
industrial acts.

“I¢ Pigface didn't exiat, 1 wouldn't be making
music anymore, plain and simple,” ho sald.

“ Teamn *B4" s more of & league then a
taam which consista of three separate groups. The
Detroit-bound “A- Team" include Atkings, Charles

Life With the Thrill Kill Kult), Mary

- Lavi . (My
Byker {(Gays Bykers On Acid), Pat Sprawl (Skinny

Puppy), James' Teitelbaum (Evil Clowns), Joe
Trump (Carbon) and Meg O'Leary (Crunch). De-
trolt fel Gregory, f 1y of Prong and
Flotasm and Jetaam, may also make an appear-

00, .. R
Making sppearances in othor cities ere Paul Per-
son (Killing Joke/The Orb), Andraw Weiss (Rol-

ins), Danny Carey (Tool), Ogre (Skinny Puppy),

Cynthia Plastercaster and Jim Thiriwell (Poetun).

Atking' Publio Iroage Ltd. bandmate Johnny Ly-

doa fs wgtuynb-qhnduhd to perform in Los An-

Bawing bls penchait for diversity, Atkine invit-

+d a performes that most altornative musle follow-

7l

*He has been the person on the Internet talking
to poople; he’s not aitting around saying, ‘T waa in
Faster Pussycat where’s my cup of coffee?’ He's
aaying, ‘How can I help,’ ™ he sald, “That's
the kind of person I want to surround myself with.”

Atkins is dragging hls teams around the country
In support of Pigface's latest album “Notes from
Thes Un d,” on Atkins' Chicago-based In-
vialble Rocords. It festures a handful of the touring

_mualclans as woll s some other Influentisl artista,
-lnﬁ!ﬁt:::: the Red Hot Chlll Peppers’ basaist Flea,

ers would scoff at ~— Talme Downe, "
Ist of the rock band Faster Pussyeat. Although
Downe dosan't fit. the Pij sm. Atking
said that Downe's stiltude fits , making
« fogical cholos.

§

From Thee Underground” ia a melodic
ling beats, ahrash

* collage of heart

3 guitara
and Intarmittent spokon-word performances, Like
the album, the tour, which at first glance would
seom under the reigna of insane confusion, s guar
antood to be “locked,” Atkins said,

{ &

Loague of itsown: With a diverse group of musicians, “Pigface Team '94” is more ofa
league than a team with three separate groups performing in different cities.

“Everyone on stage (will be) completely locked
mra :h.m any supposedly well-rehearsed top 20

It will also be more diverse, he added. He likes to
shock the senses of his nudience by bringing & vari-
oty of Instruments like cellon and four drum kits
into the picture. He couples that with "beautiful
harmonies™ and “insane dlstortion.”

"It will challenge a few preconceptions,” he said
with a laugh. . .

Pigface with special guest Buil Mothers will pere
form at 8 p.m. Thureday, Oct. 20, at St. Andrew's
Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit. Must be 18 or older
mscl‘n’l:r. For more information, call (313)961.



