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Churches to host homeless

BY REBRCCA WALDMAN
Rrary WwTRa

Oakiand County's roving home-
less shelter will be taking up vesl-
dence in churches around Bir-
wingham, West Bloomfield,
Bloomfield Township and Farm-
ington Hills for the rest of 1994,

Every week between now and
New Year's Day, the South Osk-
land Shelter (SOS) has booked
-day stays for 30 homeless
men, women and children in
places like Bloomfield Town-
ship's Nativity Episcopal Chuech,
Farmington Hills' Orchard Unit-
od Methodist Church and Bir
mingham's Northbrook Presbyte-
rian Church, to name a few.

ization's head

When SOS began nine years
ago, it could gut accommodationa
for clients only 17 weeks out of
the year. Now, all 52 weeka are
booked by early January, and
sites sign up on a first.come, first-
served basis.

Some sites vary the time of year
they provide shelter. Increasingly,
however, sltes are organizing thelr
calendars 3o that they take their
tum around the samo time each
yrar.

That's because, in part, cach
site needs between 100 and 150
volunteers throughout its SOS
week, working in several categor-
jes of jobs. People are needed to

serve dinner and breakfast, pack
lunches, clients to and

The
ters is in Royal Oak, but it hasn't
had a permanent place to house
its clients since it began in De-
cember 1985. Even so, volunteer-
ing churches and synagogues have
been clamoring to offer their
space in increasing numbers.

“S0S has gotten real popular,™
said Sheila McEntee, a member

i haca Unitarian Churc!

from work or other places they
need to go and serve on night
watch as clients aleep.

“We're always (open to SOS)
around Christmastime, becauss
some members bave that time off
to participate,” said Janet For-
gione, SOS week coordinator at
§E. Hugo of the Hills Church in

of i
in West Bloomfield and coordina-
tor of its SOS week. “Everybody

field Hills. “We find that's
the best timo for us, because of
the availability of certain arcas on

wants SOS in their

1t's & well-managed program, and
1 think most sites that have par-
ticipated in it bave never bhad a
bad incident.”

Only 30 people can be taken
into the program at 8 time, and
they arc carefully screened by
SOS's four-member staff for sub-
stance sbuse and other serious
problems.

“Usually, 1 promise {each site)
28 nice guys and two stinkers,”
joked Lillian Melville, executive
director of SOS. “But there are no
drugs and oo alcobol.”

B Everybody wants SOS in thelr organization.
It’s a well-managod progrant, and § think most
sites that have participated in it have never

had a bad incldent.’

Sheile McEntee, a member of Birmingham Unitarian
Church in West Bloomfield and coordinator of its SOS

week.

the p
by our school.”

SOS week at St. Hugo's Is orga-
nized by the church’s Christian
Service Commiasion, which For-
gione chairs. The commission be-
gins recruiting volunteers in No-
vember for the late December
event.

“It's a big undertaking We
need up to 100 volunteers for that
week,” Forgione added.

“It's a rewarding thing to do
from the church's perspective,”
said McEntee, whose church will

WiLttas Hansen

Helping hand: Lillian Melville is executive director of
South Oakland Shelter, which helps homeless people find

temporary shelter.

host SOS Nov. 13-20.

“For the church, it's a
transforming cvent. We bave it in
the social hall, where scrvices aro
{held). Sunday the 13th we put
away chairs (after worship) and
start setting up racks for separat-
ing the women's sleeping area.
Sunday the 20th is especially
hard, because we have to be et
up for servicesby 8am.”

Still, site members gain o lot
from volunteeting, McEntee said.

“People in the church are very
conscious that their church in
trying to help. It raises their com-
fort level. They may start of[ serv-
ing food the first year, because
that's what they're comfortable
with. They get more involved in
following years, because they
know that people In the program

are the same as they are, just at a
different income level.”

Churches offering space, food
and transporiation through Jan.
1, 1995, are:

W Oct. 23-30, Nativity E;;{nmpal
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