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18TH DISTRICT COUNTY COMMISSION RACE

sioher backed personnel and
budget cuts that he thought
would oven tho most cost-
consclous public servant envi-
ous.

Inatesd, the Farmington
Hills attornoy finds hirmself la-
beled & “tax-and-spend Ropubli-
can” by his Democratic
opponent David Pornquiat.

Tho 10-yoar commissioner,
who succoeded his mother, Lil-
lian, after a 12-year stint, aays
he welcomea that lenge and
thinks n campaign from a wor-
thy opponent s a good way to

sent came at an unusual time -
as he wos in his wife Sheri
Katzman's hospital rcom soan
aftor tho birth of their son
Danicl this summer.

Femnquist, a Fi Hills
Democrat who had never run for
office, would have to take on in-
cumbent David Moffitt, who has
| not beon seriously challonged
sinco his first primary win in
1884. But good friend Mark
Steckloff, who is masvied to 16th

buyouts and cuts, wo've cut 250
positions and tho poopls we'ro
going to hire will como in with
less costly benofita.”

Those moasurcs and others
have rosulted in on excess of
about $7 million for tho county.
But that money is not just “ex-
tra” money that could bo re-
turned to taxpayere, seid
Moffitt, 41.

One million of that will go to
fund a new circuit judgeship,
which includea the staff and of-
fice space to support the badly
noedod position, he said. Most

Fornquist said that, because
of Republican control of the
body for more than 20 years, it
romains and, at times,
inefective. In fact, the Democ-
rat who calls himsolf n fiscal
conservative and a social mod-
crate, said when it comes to
county government, the “tax
and spend Republicans™ are
wasting county resources.

- Fernquist said that although
nt least 40 parcent of the coun-

stockbroker said ho's picked up
support and found that the job

At the samo time, the county
has ondorsed & “sprawl to the

l.hodcoum.y about $5 million, he
said,
‘And that good rating will bo
noeded in tho coming yoars,
Moffitt enid. The prospect of an
addition to the jail, and un in-
creased work load for the coun-
ty clork’s offico because of the
implementation of the “Motor
Voter Law” that will easo voter
rogistration but require an nd-
ditionn! set of records, will keep
budgot pressures an tho com-
misaion.

County voters have medo it
clear that public safety is o pri-

Fernquist snid the county’s
road commisaion should be put
under direct control of the com-
mission, aa it is in Wayne Coun-
ty. That would improve
nccountability.

The flcet the county uses for
its executivea and department
heads is costly and unneces-
sary. Those officinls could use
thoir own cars and be reim-
bursed for mileage, he said. In
addition, officiala could car pool

while telling voters that the
budget is tight, Fernquist said,

monses and other legal docu-
monta that do not require a
uniformed officer, Moffitt said.

With all the cutting, it's still
important to attract good people
to tho county, ho said.

“It’s a delicate balance,” he
snid. “Weo want to attract the
best people, but we don't want
to competo with tho private scce
tor.”

As to the charge by Fern-
quint that he traveled to Hawaii
for a National Association of
Counties meeting in 1891, Mof-
fitt said he did so because the

Moffitt stands on experience, budget decisions |

not going to bo that accountable
for going to these placea,” he
said. “I thought the Hawali trip
was jmportant becauso it con-
cerned environmentasl issues
jmportant to tho county at the
timo.”

Despite the tough budgetary
times, Moffitt said the county’s
proaperity will continue.

“We're the cconomic engine
for the state,” he said, “Wo have
o larger economy than .13
states.”

And with a strong economy
9nd a m’ix of industry and a sol-

per-capita tax dollars going to
Lansing, while being the 79th
out of 83 counties in per-capita
dollars coming back to the eaun-
ty from the state.

I think it shows that they are
ineffective at bipartisan lobbying
at the stato level,” he said.

Fernquist also sees inefficien-
cies in the county’s mental
henlth program and said that
the 1990 solid waste plan, which
was not implemented, itsclf was

tal health system is more effi-
cient, and is one Oakland

up back in jail.”

Fernquist snid the county
prosecutor's office should push
for tougher sentences for violent
criminals, and training and oth-
cr programs for non-violent of-
fenders to make room at the joil
for the “threo strikes and you're
out” repent criminals,

Fernquist said the 18th Dis-
trict, which includes northern
Farmington Hills, does not get
its fair resources for ita court,

State Senato candidato Vickd Bar-  ty’s votora aro Domocrats, few for longer trips, he added. a waste, costing tnxpayers $15  the 47th District. At the same
pr d on Fernqt X aro appointed to boards and Commisaioners have also million with nothing to show. time, Farmington Hills taxpay-
As ho's i d, the fasiona by tho county. been willing to spend on travel He said Kent County’s men-  crs help foot the bill for the

county sheriff's department
even though it has its own po-

BY BiLs, COUTANT ) .
B1AYY Warrzz tough budget docisions, about $16 milllon or 6 pereent.  whilo cutting back on tho coun- time, Since then, Moflitt aaid he . -
“The consumer price index Bocauso of the incronaed ty'a car fleat by 90 cara and has passed on paid trips to Cali- s it
Oakland County Commis- has riscn nbout 3 porcent and fund balance, the county bas turning over tho shorifl's de- fornia, Lo Vogas and Salt Lake 1
sioner David Moffitt finds him- tho SEV (stato oqualized valua- been able to improve its bond  purtment civil division to pri- City. H
self in an unusual position. tion) has rison only 1,6 per- rating and ro-finance the bonds  vate agencles, “The trouble is, theso trips It
The 18th District commis- cent,” bo sald. “Through ata better intorest rate, saving Tho civil division sorves sum-  are planned by people who are I

is one ho'd love to take an. stars” philosophy of uncontrolied ndding that his opponcnt had  County should Iook at. lice department. Some other
“I think the number one growth, while ronda and sorvices  traveled to Maui, Hawaii, for a Fernquist said 28 percent of communities in the county rely
gripe [ hear la that county gov- Iag ond taxes continuae to rise. Nationnl Association of Coun- tho stafl ot the sheriff's depart-  almost totally on the Sheriffs
t ie not that ibl The county ission vo tics ing in 1891, at taxpay- ment had been cut even though department, he said.
to people, that it'a not that well- Oct. 13 to keep the county’s tax  er expenso. erime is the biggest concern for “Wo've got to start getting {
covered in the modia,” he soid.”  rate at 4.48 mills - the highest “If I travel, T go on my own county residents. At the same  our fair share,” he said.

Drinking drivers under 21
to face sobering new law

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAYY WLITER

. Drivors who are under 21 and
drinking will get no break under
anew state lnw.

Farmington Public Safety De-
artmont will drive that point
ome, aupplying Farmington

High with posters and pam-

_phiots to explain the state's “Zip,

Zero, Zilch® cam; .

Anyono under 21 who has a
tood alcohol level over .02 will
esult in & liconse suspension

Public Safety Doputy Dircctor
Mike Wiggins.

“The officer can say, "You're
OK to drive home,’ which is con-
trary to other laws which pro-
hibits people undns 2{(‘;‘;0:

, po.mdnx or drinki -
cohol, . . . It just doean't follow.”

There are fewer drunken dri-
ving offonses since stiffer lawa

vo been passed, Young peoplo
need to be educated, though.

nA person under 21 is nearly
twice as likely to die in an alco-

pound woman, onc drink would
put her over .02,"said Sgt. Ray
C t who is Farmingt
Hilla police traffic supervisor.

Winc taken during Commu-
nion or eating food cooked in
brandy could push the .02 level.
The body discharges .015 percent
alcohol an hour, though.

Police alao take two tests: one
at the scene and one at the ata-
tion. The test done later is the
one admitted for cvidence.

“The whole thing is thoy

get tho issues before the voters. of the rest of the monoy will go  ority. For that reason the coun- ing dealt with id r ial base, Oskland . o
Ho'll says ho'll stand on his  to replenish the county’s fund ty is ndding sheriff's deputies, tal issues, including tho County should continue to pros- David Moffitt i
experience and ability to make balance, which had been nt prosecutors and support people  prospect of an incinerator at the per. ":i
-
® L] (3K \
erngquist: ounty needs fiscai responsiol it !
°
&YMB'IIFIL'"C&UI‘M That, amang other things, is \l blo under the Head) buck,” he said, adding that com-  time, the county jnil has a re-
R something he would change. But  Tax Amendment - While the missioner sainries of $22,666 cidivism rate of 70 percent. '
David Fornquist admits his getting moctings telo-  county haa o surplus and plenty  are too high. *There is little in the way of .
docision to run for the 18th viscd and getting thoe issuea bo-  of arcas where cuts could be 1n the meantime, ho said, the  job training or rchabilitation,”
Oskiand County Commission forn voters aro oaly the beginning.  made, he said. county ranks as the highest in  he said. “So Lhese people wind

“‘and four points on their driving hol-related crash as someono old- :‘hould not have a .02 level,”
ing to 1

rocard, The new statute goes into  er, d from said, 1ally if you
+-effect Tuesday, Nov. 1. tho Secrotary of State. think about tho .016 percent that
'+ Farmington area police offi- aWhils they only ropresent leaves the body per hour.”

ciale think it maken sense. A 11.3 percent of the driving popu- The now law also calls for o
< blood-alechol contont of .10 per: 1ation, those ages 15-20 t- ot int civil infraction to be
»cent is considored above the le. ed for 14 percent of crashes assessod when a driver refuses o
+"gal limit to drive. That standard involving alcohol. preliminary breath test.

< applies to thoso under 21, too.

7 ®Aa it stands now, our officers

can stop someono under 21 at

%:30 in the morning and that
rson can have a blood-alcohiol

?:ul of .08,” said Farmington

Ona alcoholic drink can put a
teen noar or over the .02 mark,
polico said. Blood alcohol lovels
factor in body weight and time of

consumption.
“For a rolatively amall, 100-

Minors with no prior alcohol
convictions will have their -
cense suspended 30 to 90 days,
up to 45 days of community ser-
3 vico; and up to a $250 fine if they
o violato the now law.

Goodfellows need helping hand

.
.
.

‘to give needy a helping hand

v

“'BY LARRY O°CONNOR
L JBTATY WRITER d:m;xoln lt:nugh 4 of started "‘5{-0 t}lnhm 1 ll];ernbuut‘ it

" More than a handful of shoj “It seems we kind of sta (mailing) is it gots information g
?’yingmzuyl l:c shoad bnras; _from scratch, and we didn't know out about the Goodfellows to LAST WEEKI A 8AKS EXCLUSIVE 7-PIECE QIFT FROM LANCOME, PARIS
:Christmas. The Farmington Enw‘n'ynuld turn out,” said thoso poogln dld:\'l know much Parisian Porapectives,” yours* with any Lancome purchase of 17.50 of more:
5'%?:?:&3“.“1&?1? eed 8 Btevons. P Jim :1!:.“!‘:::‘::01-:3,:& vs,:“’r‘f"‘ sald. Rénargle Yeux AmiI-Wrinkle and Firming Eye Creme; Duai Finish Versatile
":J’"vﬁ,':‘h‘""' Somo 276 familios received 1’h‘o Ooodfullnhw= an‘;eoking Powder Makeup (Matte Butf); Rouge Absolu Hydrating Long Lasting LipColour
":.ch.on g;:;:p‘hh-‘l:l iu.:‘rr":oﬁl;ll\‘rlu lf‘:lll':::::t ﬂﬁ' Adnpt-n-;-mil r"é':.:?f:’&.? Hﬁl‘:‘!‘i‘rv[?;:hr {full aize); Diush Subtll Dellcata Powdsr Diush (Cadar Rove): Détinicits High
%:Wednaeday at the gu.anl: Tom- gw. hﬁ:h'“ served by Bn&Ra%:ay hl v;lun::;r coord“ Datinition Mescara (Black); and Bl-Faci Doubla-Actian Eye Makeup Remover.
'Thmn“n " . by‘&f:‘::’f' which was startad :;En r‘g.:l;z::“}"né“x:‘::? all tucked In o chia biack patent cane. G c

3 Club. ! 1ts Ch: of . SWHILE RUPPLIES LAST,

raiaed 436,000 st yaur, The 23'3‘3‘3'%’ malling will go ot aui;:u.&”’«oi' B l“‘:"“‘; ° e °
o P uhtymmn.thl p to ‘armington area roai- o group is also looking for &
c‘bl:;ultd its annual gr:ou“ d«nh‘ this yoar around Thanks- place to store clothes and food. A

10 to 15,000 aquare foot area iz DEBFINING BATYLE

*Thanksgiving street newspaper giving. "{\l;xon‘x:r 2,500-plece

) ere gener- ing will go osses. noeded.

':‘t]l:l mﬁ?gm:{um‘;ﬂ‘n Al will be azked to contribute “At this point, we don't have SAKS FIFTH AVENUE

: d. monay to tha program, which has  any building to work out of,” anid .

. " Alivonia paper seller was be- halped Farmington arcs families Goodfellows spokeaman Dick e Semarsel Comection, Big Beaver al Coolidge, Troy, $43-9000, Weekileys 10 1o %; Saturday 10 to & Bundey 1240 8:30.
: tionely ‘M“"ﬁnmp“n' the for 60 ysars. Tupper. Faxiare Town Conter, Dearbom, 338-9070. Weeasays 10 1 §; Seturday 10 to Ti Bunday 1280 &
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