The Observer! TRURSDAY, Nt)\.'l:mmu 10, 1994

Branagh fashions an overwrough Frankstel

Konbneth
Branagh, like the
main character
bo plays [n the
“Pranken.

seta out

intentions. And
for what it's
IOHN worth, he has

d the

Victor fashjons the monster (Rob-
ert DeNiro} in an sttic laboratory
stocked with primitive electrical
instruments. The creature, ralsed
skyward by pullies, shuttles
across tho celling before lending

n & fluid-fillod sarcophagus.
Branagh shows the monster’s
first stepa In an endleas series of
shots that certalnly convey the
's awk d but «lso

faithful adaptatl lon yot .nl .:lo“
tatlon
Shelloy's thglll: bomy:‘ml o
He has also his own
monster, . lumbering,
ovorwrought mass of camera
movement and posturing that can
sometimes atartle you with [ts on-
ergy. Call it an ambitious experi.
ment gone awry,
His Victor Fran 1

grato on the audionce. When the
doctor Ahum him, the monster
begina kls rampage.,
Full of aneuy and enthualasm,
this “Prankensteln” overdoses on
evorything, but subtlety (quite a
claim from the one critic who ac-
tually Prancis Ford Ccp«
ola’s “Dracula™). B

even providing men who follow
hls orders and ride abead to pre-
pare his room for the night.

DeNiro, In contraat, plays the
Method monster with a belicvable
mix of violent rage and a capacity
{for "more love than you could ever
imegine.,” When all else goes
wrong in the movie, DeNiro per-
fectly conveys the empathy that
the author intended.

Shelley putists will have trou-
ble with a major story change near
the end, but this is Branagh's
mont inumﬁn; move in the film.
lu helped by 'y prvvua:ﬁw per-

nzul-r Helvm Bonham Carter u
Vi cu:r (] ﬂmcn E&nbehh
ilt &

lends a classical approach to
and settls

the brooding loner of s:uu.y.
book, is a handsome,
young man ready to conquer the
world, His profcasors are shocked
by his interest In unorthodox sci-
entific theories, but one man (an
amazing tum by John Clom)
takes him serioualy,

Obtaining bll “raw maurh!l”
from and h

ngs with MTV-
atyle jump cuts and camera movo-

ment, best shown in his chronlc .

overuse of 360-degree sotups
where the camera spins around
the actors.

In his equally dizrying role as
Victor, Branagh often

spired by Shaki
ﬂhelln.y He mekes much of the

A samplling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters 8cross
metro Debrolt 83 reviewed by |
Jonhn Monaghan.

@ DETROIT FILM THEATER
Detroit Instituts of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Call
(:"1’3) 833-2323 for information.
(

}
“Hoop Dreama” (USA — 19M),
7 p.m. Nev. 11; 3 and 7 p.m. Nov.
12713, This new docu.
mentary follows two young Chlcs-

ohopod for duryol‘l.hdrenl!aa

"Cnuh" (New Zealand —
1992), 7 p.m. Nov. 14, A car scci-

dent on & Now Zosland road leads |

to & bizarre labyrinth of passion,
guilt and revenge,

8 MADOHNA UNIVERSITY -
36600 Schoolcraflt, Livonia. Call
(313) 691.5000, (Free}

“An Angel st My Table” (New
Zealand — 1590), 1:30 and 7 p.m.
Nov. 10, Before ahe mado “The

"s teagic/herole qualitics,

on making Shakespcare accessi-
ble for modern audiences.
“Frankensteln,” never a hard sell,
doean't need all this hyperactivi-
ty.

If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him at 953- 2047
mailbox 1860, on a Touch-To
phone, or write to him care o[bet s
Go, Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
%7, 36251 Schooleroft, Livenia,

Animated teature: Puffin (Steven Vinovich), Speed the turtle (Steven Wright) and
Jean-Bob the frog (John Cleese) come to the aid of Princess Odette in Nest Enter-

tainment and New Line Cinema’s animated film “The

Pil.nn " directar Jane Camplon

created this unforgettable portrait

of New Zealand author Janet

Frame. Misdisgnosed with several " e

mental disorders, Frame (played  Swan Princess.

by Kerry Fox) (Inally emerges as a
; gifted writer. B MAPLE THEATIR
| O BUATN ART THEATER 4135 W, Maple, Bloomfield. All
U118 N, Main Bt at 11 Mils Rosd,  ies DLy et o et et

a] Oak. Fllms play thmu;!z at )

M east Thursday, unjess noted oth ’"f."é,“‘r{‘;!."' (fqﬁ’.‘ﬂ?mh‘rlll‘@b?)
lcml.u Call (910) GA20180 01 10 1omebtnt ooy Gorpets e
; {ormation and shum times. (§0.50; onditas day day.long, gt mo
’ ackers, One
; twllight) takes l’alrl ly uﬂoutly hisjobata

i “Bullsts Over Broadway” (USA
| — 1894). ‘Woody Allen’s tatost,
$eetin Llu 19203, finds an embi-
{ tious playwright (John Cussck)
. offered the chance to direct his
. own play. The only hitch: be has
* to cast & mobater’s girliriend ina
key role,
“Erotique” (USA — 1994), The
fermale sexual payche ls up!emd
; inatrio of short wotke by award.
, winning filmmakers Lizzie Bor-
i m Monika Treut and Clare

1 “Second Best” (UBA — 1904).
*1 Willlazs Hurt stara io this drama
. about a single man who, dealring
: afamily, sets out to prove hlmulf
a fit parent for a troubled young
boy.
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1 “The Swan Princess” opening

. Priday, Nov. 18 at metro Dotroit
i movie theaters, is timoleaa tale of
wvallant

atore, mostly selling
cigarettes to tho locals, Hin frleni
meanwhile, battles the boredom
bg:::pln' every concelvable
al upon hapless customers.
*“The Shawshank Redemption”
(USA — 1984). Tim Robbins and
Morgan Freeman starin this dra.
ma, based on & novella by Sta-
phtn King, about & new arrival
and alifer In a maximum security
prison in the 1060,
“Quis Show" (USA — 1994).
Robert Redford's film about the
19504 quix show scandal.

RABSLES COFFETHOUSR
22010 Harper, 5t Clair Shores,
Call (810) T79-0707 for Informa-
tion, (Froe} :

. Win ‘Princess’ tickets

to do when you grow up to win
tickets to eoe the movie, 7 pm
Tuesday, Nov. 15 at the United
Artista 'l‘hul:u at Twelve Oaks
Mallin N

All cnu-hl will receive a spocial
thenk.you gift from the “Swan
Princess.”

Send of fu entries to Keely
Wmni!. l: Becentric

nlp;rﬂ. Schoolcralt
Road, Livonla, 48150 ot {ax (313)

801-7279, by Friday, Nov, 11,
Winnors Q"yul be notified by

Call (313) 9632106 if you have
any quastiona.

Wamer Bros, Cartoon Pestival,
10 p.m. Nov. 14, Two hours of
some of the most inventive comic

fon ever crea
Buga Bunny, Daffy Duck. and
some rarely screened surprisea.

W UNITED ARTISTS OAKLAND

678 Fourteen Mile at John R,
Madison Helghta, Call (810) 585-
7040 for information. l$6 $3.76
lor lhm before 6 p.m.

. .And God Spoh" {UsA
— 1994) In this mock documen.
tary, a group of low-budgot mo-
viemakers try to mount a Biblical
epic for the 1990s. Produced and
directed by Bitlmingham natives
Mark and Arthur Borman.

Conmrring
Attroctions

V.

‘There'a somothing for everyone

- &t the movies, Hore's a list of

""6;: g Py, Nov.

ning » N

W “The Santa Cllun — A di-
vorced father competing for hia
son's affection ends up spendinga
magical night playing Santa only
to Jeam it's no tomporary job.
‘With Tim Allen. .
& “Interview with the Vampire
— A gothic thriller from the Ann
Rice novel about a vampire who
describes his 200-year life to a
réewluplpur reporter. Stara Tom

ralse

Opening Friday, Nov. 18
W “Miracle on 34th Street” — Reo-
make of the 1847 holiday classlc
about & six-year-old’s doubts
about the existence of Santa
Claus. Stars Richard Attenbor.
ough and Elisabeth Perkins,
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DumAmn:
Eplc drama: Victor Frankenstein’s (Kenneth Br h) obsessive desire to create life
leads to tragedy for all those he loves in Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein,” a TriStar -

Pictures release.

2B

“An Oscar-caliber performance
by Tom Cruise, the finest of his
arner. Smnmn; and seductive.”

ToMm CRUISE

INTERVIEW

WITH THE

VAMPIRE"

THE VAMPIRI CHRONICLLS

BRAD PITT .
ANTONIO BANDERAS
STEPHEN REA

2o
CHRISTIAN SLATER

Mt SOUTHHELD !Il’!
AMC SOU!MLAND AMC STERLING CTR. } ' BEACON EAST.
G(C CANTON CINEMA G:C NOVI TOWN CTR. | MAIN'ARY THEATRE

i UQ VADIS -

IN PUTTING CN THIS SUIT AND ENTERING THE SLEIGH, THE WEARER WAIVES ANY AND AL RIGHTS TO PREVIOUS IDENTITY, IMI.:
This Holiday's Biggest Comedy!
is Holiday’s Biggest Comedy!

TI M ALLTEN
@)Acr%?s&zp PICTURES Presents

THE

SANTA CLAUSE
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