\TIu- Observer/ MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1094

Staying tough

All-Area runners save the best for last

B\‘ 18 McCosKY
EAL ZIPSXR
v_rur RITERS
Sometimes you have to sse tho

whols plcture to measure & team's
or a coach's success.

Divislon
boys croas country
title. It finished
Jthird at the West-
em Lakes confer-
fdence meot. But
Jos Leo when you start sort.
Redford CC ing everything out
at the end of the season, you
would be hard-pressed to find a
bigger success story than North
Farmlington.
. " was really ploased to see the
way we came around at the end of
the year,” aasld North's Paul
Welch, who {s this scason’s Ob.
serverland Coach of the Year
“It's a credit to our kids, really,
that we were able to puk at the
right time."”
North bad qualified for the
atato meet only once in its history

and never IS: V:;lch;; nine pnylvi- HONORABLE MENTION

oua years. So, after the near-mizs Jtont — Thomas

at the league meet, fow e WI% i Kes-

the Ralders to break the skid, in Astey; Sotem — Dan
Surprise. Tho Ralders, led by Hodge: Joha Qlenn — Joo

eenfora Tom Stamboullan and ©C — Mie

1954 ALL-AREA
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
FIRST TEAM

Tom Stambouianiorth Farming.
ton

TomMey . ., .., ., Fomingon

teo, . ., . Cothotic Contrd

+ Plymocth Canton

Scott Pengetly , , Pymouth Salem

DanBoynton . , , Redford Union

Brad Poliinghome  Luth. Westiena
Jarod Biniecks . .
Matt Sroczynesd

» Cathotic Contrd
:‘MWM (Coach)North Farming-
on

SECOND TEAM
Phit Comitierl, . , Catholic Cantral
Casey Moothart .Pymouth
Andy McDonald . Pymouth
Kurt Gorcia . . ., Redford Union
Chad Koonce Farmington Hamison
Bagford . . .Pymouth Canton
Steva Chen . . Noan Farmington
- . . . Famiagon
Derrick Faunce, . Cathotic Central

Brian Rajd), placed second st
thelr reglonal meet to win a ticket
to the atate meet. The Ralders
were one of three aren teams that
competed: Cathollc Central, led
by the fourth-place finish of Joe
Leo, was 12th; Plymouth Cunton
was 16th; North was 20th.

“This was a pretty competitive
year in our area,”" Welch said. 1
think it says a lot for our confer-
enco when the team that lan’t the
best in its divislon or leaguo can
stitl, on any given day, run well
¢nuu;|| to make It to the state
meet. There were five or aix teams
that had that ahility."”

Most of that talent is show-

here, as we present the 1994
All-Area Boys Cross Country

Team:
FIRST TEAM

Joe Leo, Juniar, Redford Catho-
1ic Central: Easily the top runner in
[ rverdand — and he will be
back — Leo placed first at Wast
Bloomfietd, Haslett and Sturgls In-
vitationals; first £t the Cathollc
League meet; and first at the re-
glonal,

: - Hoonce,

Tood Haney, Adam Noe; Morth
— Brian Kristad, Nira}

Natk; Charchill — Oran
Steve Dsluca; Frenklia — Tony
Hoyes; Stevenson — Stove
Wamer, Haywaed, Scott
# , Joff Backus; Thurs-
ton — Josh Wamser;
Woesttand — Som orson,
Jason Cotting,

shy of claiming the spot as tho top
funner In the stato Class A Indlvid-
ual race.

Pengelly finished bhis fantastic
season with a second-place finish
8t the state meet as he crossed
the line In & scason-best time of
16:58. He can clalim to be the top
runner in the Westem Lakes Activi-
ties Assoclation, however, s he
won the title In 16:16. He then
placed third &t regionals with a
time of 16:23.

**Scott's hard work and determl|-
nation pushed him the whole sea-
80N to peak at the right time,” So-
fem coach Geoff Baker sald, ““He
set Salem's school record and
we're looking forwoard to Scott's
senlor year,”

Jared Binleckd, Junlor, Plym-
outh Salem: Binieckl rocovered
from an eary-season Injury to fin.
ish strong. A healthy Binleckl In
1995 could make the Pengolly-Bl-
nlacki comblnation one of the
stale’s most dangerous one-two
punches,

His tima of 18:56 was good for
31st place at the Class A individual
meet, Priot to that, he took 10th at
the WLAA meet (17:11) and plnced

“12th atregionals (17:19).

“Jared was injured the first
month of the seasan, but his hard
work and strong ottitude helped
him train and prepare for the lato-
800500 mees,” Baker sald,

B8rad Potkinghome, junfor, Lu-
theran Westiand: Even though a
late-season Injury and muddy con-
aitlons forced him to finlsh 13th at
the Class C state meet with a time
of 18:20, Polkinghomo had a sen-
sational season,

In addition to placing second at
rogionats (16:58), he was the
in the Metro Conferenco

His season-best time of 15:34
placed him fourth In the state. He
has a chance to accomplish a very
raro feat: He could be a four-time
all-Cathotic and all-City runner, as
well 83 a threa-time All-Observer-
land and All-Stater,

“Jos has & great sttitude and
wss very dependoble and hard
worling,” sald CC coach Tony
Magnl. “He has led the team for
ha last two seasons,'*

Scott Pengelly, Junlor, Plym-
outh Salem: Even though the
Rocks didn't qualtty as a team for
the stato meot, Pengelly a'most
captured a championship of his
own. He foll a mere 11 seconds

7

P
meet (16:25). Eardier in the sea-
son, Polkinghaine won the Huron,
Gabylol Richard and Whitmore Lake
Invitationals — the final win in a
season-besttime of 16:17,

*Brad was unable to train for the
1ast thres weeks of tho season due
to 8 hip Injury," Westiand coach
John Gerlach sald. "The muddy
state-moet course — three-guar-
ters of which was anklo deep —
aggravated the Injury,”

Tom Stambouflan, senlor,
North Farmington: The senlor
capped his Hiustrious career by
Ieading the Raiders to a 20th place
finish ot the state meat, His time
of 16:09, which was 21st fastest
In the team meet, shattered
North's record.
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Proceeds will support the preveniton
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Jo!n us for an entertaining evening of Season's Greetings,
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“It's baen a pleasuro uonchlng
Tom over the past four years,'
North coach Pau! Welch sald, “‘He
worked very hard and it was grest
10 300 it all pay off in his final cross
country meet."*

The All-C runner
crossed the line In 16:41 at the
WLAA meet to take fourth place
and finished n 17:05 at regionals,
&3 he was nemed to the All-Reglon
team.

Brisn Rajd), Junlor, North Farm-
Ington: The Junior finished the
season on 8 high note 2s he fin.
Ished 44th In tho team meet with a
time of 16:30.

“Bran had a slow start this year,
but when ft came down to the Im-
portant races, he slways came
through for us,” Welch sald,

Rajdl's 16:37 was good for third
place 8t the conference mest. Ho
then went on to post a 16:52 at
reglonals.

Matt Sroczynsii, senlor, Red-
ford Cathollc Contsal: The Sham-
rocks' 12th-placo finish at the
state meet wouldn't have been
possible without Srocaysnk), who
finished in 16:54.

“Matt was a pleasant surprise
all season,” Magnl sald. “He
worked hard to stoy consistent, He
ran his best races at the end of the
season,”

His best ime of the year came
at the Hotly Invitational, where he
finished 215t in 16:39. He Iater ran
8 16:39 at the Sturgls Invitational
to teke 10th, before finishing fifth
8t the Catholic League meet
(17:15). Tho A-Cathotic and All-
City performer finished 11th at re-
gonals (17:18).

Dan Boynton, senlor, Redford
Unlon: Boynton ended his career
as the top runner in the Mega Con-
ference-White Division, and as the
Panthers’ most valuable runner.

Prior to finlshing fourth ot region.
als (16:48), he won the Redford
Union Invitational, took third at the
DelaSalle Invitational, and placed
fifth at the West Bloomfield Invita-
tional.

“Danny was 8 wamior who will
bleed for you day In and day out,"™
RU coach Toblin Jones sald. “‘There
{s nothing he does stow — it's full-
throttle always,"”

Brian Crocket
Canton

Scott Pengeily
Satem

Dan Boyton
RU

i
i
;

Srad !

Jarad Binleckl

Viatt
Auith, Westiand Redford CC

Tom May, senior, Farmington:
According to Fammington coach
Chip Bridges, the Impressive per-
formances tumed In by May this
season only mark the beginning of
his success.

“Tom's best races are stlil in
front of him," Brdges said. *“Tom
was a fine team leader who related
well with everyone on the team. He
had his best races at the most Im-
portant meets.”

Afer taking second at the con-
ference meet {16:32) and elghth at
regionals, May posted 8 16:21 to
place seventh at the Ctass A Indl-
vidual meet. He excolied off the
course 85 well by accumulating a
3,75 grade-point average.

Brian Crocket, senlor, Plym-

Salem :

outh Canton: Crocket stepped up
In his final season to become Can-,
ton's top runner and lead me-
Chiefs to @ 16th-place finish at mo
state meet.

His time of 16:45 at the smlc.
meet was hls scason best and
good for 62nd overall, He elso ﬂn-
ished seventh at the WLAA meet
and at regionals. Crocket cames a
3.4GPA.

H

“Brian worked hard (o achieve
the level of success he enjoyed
this year,” Canton coach Mike
Spltz sald. “'He Is a smart, tough,
competitive runner, He was our
sixth man last year and met the
challenge to keep Improving out
team.”
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