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back to the town recently and aft-
erward she stopped into Miner-
va's Dunning’s department stote
1o visit her old friead

Maicr and Minerva remintsced
about times past in the aisles of
ladics sportawear and then aald
guod-bye after telling one another
bow good it was to sce each other.

~That's just the way it ia these
dayn,” Minerva said, waving. "My
customers come in to see me.
They bring pictures of their grown
children and their grandkids. Vs
worderful. I remember thee all”

Minerva Chaiken won't reveal
her age, but she's been selling
clothing to women and children
for the past 43 years in downtown
Plymouth. In 1951, she and hus-

band, Herbert, now deceased,
opened Minerva's on Penniman
Avenue. The atoro did well selling
women's and children’s wear until
ane very cold night in Jenuary,
1968 when a sireable fire de-
stroyed the shop along with a
\Weatern Union branch, the Plym-
outh Draft Board snd Bode's Res-
taurant.

“1 b hi

the store

% ‘That’s just the way it s these days. My cus-.
tomers come Ia to see mo. They bring plctures
of thelr grown children and thalr grandklds. it's
wonderful. | remembor them all.’

Minerva Chaiken

the Chalken's bought competitor

burn from scrosa the street on the
post offico stepe,” she said “It
was 5o cold that night. Everything
was lost in the fire. Mury Parson's
boy kept yelling, *Momrmy, look at
my clothing store!" Over and aver
aguin. 1 can still hear his voice.
‘Why, be must be aver 30 years old

how.
{n the spring of thet same year,
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Let The Emﬁassy Suites Livonia
Set Your -
Thanksgiving Table
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45156 Ford Rd. - Canton

Between Sheldon :,3:';,':.." Centor Rds.
We carry a large selection of cigarettes & cigars

Look for our Seasoa’s Savings Ad on Page A-12
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THANKSGIVING DINNER

IN OUR DINING ROOM OR YOURS
Succulent fresh Amish Turkey Feast prepared to perfection by

our catenng stalt for your enjoyment at home. Or. come in with
the lamily ard enjoy cus Dining Room Menu or Holiday Buffet.

6443-1400

x

COMPLETE DINNER TO-GO
Serves 14 for 96 =

Kingsley nn SEgim

1 Long Labe Rond
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xaret Dunuing’s shop on For-
est Avenuo. Minerva put the two
business names together and
Minerva's Dunning’s opened in
October.

] guess what kept e in busi-
ness all these years, and what still
keepa me golng, even though busl-
neas ian't what it used to be, is
my customers,” Minerva ox-
plained over coffee end plneapple
cake in the kitchen located in the
back of the store. “I appreciate
every one of them. Can the big
stores say that? My salea stafl
knows just what to show & cus-
tomer. And wo let things goout on
approval. We belp people make
sclections they're satiafled with.

Retailers
pick gifts
with style

Looking for something out of
the ordinary for gift giving thia

ar?

According to a just.released
Taubman Shopping Centers sur-
vey of 50 major national retallers,
here are the year's most unususl
hollidsy gifts:

The Fingerboiler Pen. “Boil”
llquid with the heat of your hand
in this refillable ballpoint pen.
Just touch the beat-sensitive
glass and watch the liquid bubble
from lower to upper chamber. $5
from Natural Wonders in the
Twelve Oaks mall and Somerset
Collection.

Folding Russian Micro-Binocu.
lars. Actually used by the KGB,
thess compact binoculars inciude
advanced optics that gather more
light to create a clearcr image
than {arger binoculars, $30 from
Brockstone.

3.D Single-Use Camera. The
world’s first disposable 3-D cam-
era uses special lenses and com-
puter technology to produce 16
three-dimensional color pictures.
$15 from Rits Camers.

Inflstable “The Scream™ Doll.
People Magazine recently cited
this bot-selling, sngat-filled in-
flatable of Edvard Munch’s 1893
expressicniat painting for captur-
ing “the level of panic” {n peo-
ple’s lives, $27.95 for 4%-foot floor

1, $10.95%9-inch desk topper
from The Ast Works,

Bdible Gingerbread House.
This 30-pound confection mea-
sures 23-by-20-by-24-Inches. It's
aafe to eat for up to one year, and
esch order is shipped direct from
a Los Anpyles bakery. $260 from

If you let my sates staff wait on
you, 1 guaranteo youlll go out
amiling.”

Mincrva said there could be no
doubt that the cpening of Laurel
Park Place in Livon(a and the ex-
pansion of other malls in the aroa
hurt her business. She said she’s
lost the younger shoppers but
holds tight to her “regulars” and
people in town.

“'ve got more inventory than J
ever had,” sho said. “1 know the
store's fixtures are old and the
store’s decor s 8 little dated, but
the merchandise s current. It's
out front whero it's casy to see. If
my customer goes to a mall, she
can't always find what she wants.
She comes back to me saying ‘1

knew you'd have it,’ and wo al-
ways do, Thon they say, ‘I bopo
you don't change.

Minerva buys her merchandise
from manufacturer’s representa-
tive's ahe's dealt with for decsdes.
Sportswear s her biggest catego-
1y. In tho children's division, it's
mostly grandmothor's buying
gifts for their grandchildren, look-
lng for classlc styles and good
quality. She prices brands like Al-
fred Dunner, Koret ard Hanes
competitively with two bigsales s
yoar, The florce competition for
shoppero these days has Mnerva
contemplating  additional sales
and a raffle for a leather handbag.

Salea staffers Helen Sorenson
and Betty Campbell have been
with Minerva for almost 20 years.
As nino-yoar employee Arlene
Trudesu sxplained it, “We'ro llke
a family here.”

In 1985, the mayor of Plymouth
presented Minerva with a plaque

Ing her 35th anni
sary. She displays it proudly

while denying plana to retire or
well the stere.

1 still foel I'm young enough to
Xeep going.” she sald.

Her wish I» for downtown
Plymouth to retum to its glory
days when thore were five drug-
stores In town, & bustling hard-
ware ostablishment, soveral
places to buy shoes, and numer-
ous groceries.

“Jt was so wonderful coming to,
work In the momingu back then,”:
sho aald with a big smlle. “People
were sweeping their sidewalka
and as you'd walk by, you'd ex.
change good mornings by name.
That's what makes small towns
so apecial.”

Minerva, a resident of Livonls,
still comes into work each day,
though usually not until the af.
ternoon hours, Stors hours are
Monday-Thursday 10 am. to 8
p.m. Fridays 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun-
dsys for the holidays, noon to &
p.m.

Making memories

;o

All) want for Christmas: Santa’s taken his seat at most shopping centers in the
areu. He reports that he’s anxzious to meet all the local good boys and girls. At
Laurel Park Place in Livonia, he'll be seated on the chair used in Twentieth

Century Fox's remake of "The Miracle on 34th Street.”

mas in Plymouth
21st Annual
Christmas Arts
& Crafts Show

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
November 25, 28, 27
Decembe

r2,3&4

Hoars: Fri. & Yat. 10.5 + S, 12-5

Williams-Sonoma.,
RETAIL DETAILS _
Rotall Datails foatures the (at- Influences including antiqueca- | scissors, notebooks, can opencrs meet guests. A magician enter-
est closings, mer- binents to showcase halr prod- and knives. Southpaw is In anew | tains and children recelve treats
4 ucta, Riosk in tha Lord & Taylor corri- | In addition to e deliclous tea prea-
changes, and other news around Salon Kennics Baskar offers dor of the mall. entation, Tickets aze $20 per
the mafls and 1 lysis, p ke-up, For more [nformation call child, available by calling (810)
munity, Mail to: Re- | aromatherapy, corporate mas- owner Anno Waldorf at | 643-7440,
tail Detais, Observer & Eccentric | sages, European scalp treatments | (313) 240-8282.
805 E. Mapie. Bir- and halr care. ™ '
mingham, 48009. Or fax them to B NV AT LANESIDR DEUMROLL PLEAST
810-644°1314. 6 20OV SHOP CAXPAIGN Home Theatre, Inc. and Tory | The Birmingham merchants
The Body Shop stores are ‘Walker & Company are open at "md‘w'mmmd‘“‘d""'
9 ROVAL TOVS teading a Intarnational effort to In Otarting Heights, | Bual Pashion Shaw to benofit the
collect 10 million signatureain | Home Theatrs, Inc. offera Bony’s | & s Cancer Centor at
Tt bart0 posteck the world's | Intest tachsology. Walker & Com. | Besumont Hospltal. This figurs
endangered specles. The comps- | pany salls cotton casual Aus. topped the $13,000 ralsed In 1993
niy’s efforts will culminate st the | trailian feshions for man and tatka delight of all participants,
UN Convention on International | women. Includlogevent organizer Ri
ta Species, pet Astrein.
December in Ft. Lauderdals, | 8 CHICO’S RENEFIY
Flotida. Thore, the 8 for Woman" a trade-ln | 1B NEVY FRAMK SHOP
will present the petitions collect- clothing benefit will run through Ths Great Frame Up, a do-it-
od to US. vice president Al Gore. | Nov. 30 st ’s, €883 Orchard | yourself and custom picture fram-
ek Bpiratls | sy Dresrirablaliet | g s b
. for support dmhi;{:ﬂl be passed onto wom- | and Sutan :{m ;ald the IW.:
:oi s ltd’ng. Atm-% n.':'\'; -I:z Simon House and ::ocll!lm in products not found
Body thouse. cal fram| h.
col orcio i Twelve Ons Mall, | _ Chica'swill e # 10-proent et lower,
Blr o Mln risia on e :’hulchdbuuulhio wwi';u-
bring oollectl framing areas that
l# it wae (810) 9328718, wﬁbmchu.qu;&p';d with
“daxter,” thelr word for laft was 1 TEAS WITH SANTA Name It" mats wha:nmlomlrlw
“nlnht.."l.lha‘I wooder that m‘“&kﬂli;’hlﬂlh Banta st can spall out worda and persenal-
ever 1ze holders
since for leB-handed folks? For | are available for Priday, Dec. 16 st 1o bolde Eox ““:.,“ﬁ.‘f.';m
20.million lcRise in | 6 p.m. add Baturday, Dec. 17at 1 | 48 hours,
ths U. B, s abop hes opened st the | and 4 in the mall's "The shop also carries prints
‘Town Ceater in Dear- At the toa, children drece [n and catalogs to access 10,000
Gouthpew sells a consplote Roliday best end gather at works of art. The Great Frame Up
Budhndlaul.ﬁhag“mv o : “lasmmao.um
| Maoders. Thres e T Ganta who poes Lable to table t5 | 050.3500, 1t (810)
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