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AmeriCorps

Oakland U students join up to

fight violence
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- *] am an AmeriCorps Member.
And I'm golng to get things dons.”

. So reads the pledge 40 Oakland

. .University atudents made In the
* last faw woeks to

, Precident Biil Clinton

done [n the arcas they aro working

* in September.

_ Soon after Clinton created Am.
eriCorps more than a year ago, or-
ganlzations across the country be-
gan applying for theiz programs to

. be listod under the head of and
gx:d.cd" by thia “domestic Peacs
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For some, it wea the positive In- American @'

fluence thoy knew they could have
on others,

“I Just wanted to help young
?\ld-l ony way 1 could,” sald
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one of the nine in Michigan cho-
sen from 45 applicants. A South-
field program, scheduled to begin
‘after the first of the year, was also
‘ael
. In Rochester Hills, Joyce Eater.
‘berg {8 in chargo of the 40 part.
_time volunteers, ell Ozkland Uni-
_versity students, who began thelr
f AmeriCorps service last
Oakland University is
working In connoction with seven
other “partners,” Including the
-Qaklend County Probate Court
;and Pontiac achools, to reduce
youth viclenco in Pontinc.
" “Part of reducing violence is
! providing alternatives to vio-
lence,” Baterberg said.

To do this, kids noed enriching
programs after achool, oo week-
enda and during the summer, she
seid, something sho hopes to pro-
vide through her AmeriCorps pro-

gram.
. “Basleally, wo're going to try to
‘bulld up the self imege of the
: young poople, help them feel more
confident,” Eaterberg said.
" In dolng #o, she belicvea thelr
: behavior will imprave.
A main focus of these progrumns
“will conslst of nonviclent conflict
resolution, or learning to resolve
things peaccfully.

One form of conflict resclution
AmeriCorps volunteers will em-
. ploy in the junior high and high
*schools is the formation and use
tof peer groups. 'l'lwo: groups,
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Baffield will teach kids bow to

work with computers through the
Boys and Girls Club.

For others, like second-year
student Jennifer Robinson from
Troy, It is the contacts they are
aure to make that may help them
get jobs In the future.

Jalmie Franchic, a volunteer
from West Bloomficld, thinks she
can gain experience by leaming
from the kids she will be working
with at Camp Oakland, a facility
in Ozford that houses children
with problems at home.

“I guess 'mm just hoplng to
get thom on the right track and
keep them out of trouble,” she

said.

Still for others, It is something
from thefr own lives that they
know can help them help others.

Tanika Slkes, a freshman from
Detrolt, thinks her background
will help het in her work with kids
from dysfunctiona) families ot the
Banctuary,

“I sort of come from a dysfunc-
tional family, so I have experience
with the problems they're going
through,” sho said.

“As part of tho AmeriCorps
program, Oakland's 40 volunteers
receive a living stipend of about
$180 overy two weeks and health
benefits, At the end of thelr nine
months of service, they will each
be awarded more than $2,000 in
monay to put toward education.

Thi works so that even

To orde

: made up of

‘shift some of the judgment and

*disciplinary sction from the

+ hands of school administrators.

" “Thalr poers are probably hard-

*«r on them than the school per-
sonnel would be,” Esterberg sald.
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Introducing the

GOOD

NEIGHBOR

TEAM

A program to help “Keep The Heat On" this
winter for needy people in the western
suburbs of Detroit ’

The Good Nelghbor Team is designed 1o provide furnace service and
repair (non-emergency). and In soma Instances, parts and furnaces, 10
those who have no financial or other means of keeping their fumaces
operating this winter. Up o 500 hours of service will be donated to those In

Indications that this grogram may be able to assist you:

» Marginal furnace operation

« Conlinuous failing of furnace

« Fumnace no longer provides heat

« You have no linanclal means 10 repair fumace

Requests for service assislance will ba monitored by the Salvation Army.
Phong 313-953-2048 to request d 1
sorvice. Loave
daytime phono whero you can bg contacted by the Salvation Ammy.

onsan 1
ing name, address, and

This is not an omongency servico.

This is not & heating bill payment program.,

As n,hoaw salsty romindor, always call your gas comparny immediately if you
smolpas.
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