The Observer/ MonpaY, NovEMBER 21, 1994

i
¥

appaneoid

STOE
YNIGH.
puSTING! pUSTIV

. board of directors’ meeting

* BY SUE BUCK
STATY WRITER

‘The Sisters of Mercy show no
mercy, say striking nurses.
That waa the rallying cry as
thoy protested with a contin.
* gent of local and national
. church and union leaders in
* front of Mercy Health Sorvicen
. on 12 Mile in Farmington Hills
© Wednesdsy.
+  “Even tho Sisters of Morcy
- will be held accountabla for
their actions,” a flier read.
No nurses ore affected focal-
A
But supportora say that more
than 100 registered nurses were
forced to strike on Labor Day at
the 140-bed Mercy Community
Hospital in Port Jervis, N.Y, a
small town ncar the arca whero
New York, New Jersoy and
Pennsylvanin meet.
Theo Sistera of Mercy Regional

" Hands on: Striking nurses from New York join hands outside
. nurses from New York and other local labor union officials joine

Community of Detroit managé
their hospital, say supporters.
8omo 30 x\ura'c;lﬁ:om Mercy
|

Burten of U.S, Congressman
John Conyers' office.
Nurscs atayed at the Comfort
ills.

C
ed outside the board of directors
moeting in Farmi Hills, -

Thoy were joined by other
unions including the United
Auto Workers and tho Detroit
Catholic Pastoral Alliance.

Morcy Health Servicoes re-
sponded with a written state-
ment that read: “Mercy Health
Services (MHS) haa a manage.
raent contract with the Board of
Directora of Morcy Hospital -
Port Jervis, N.Y. MHS has ab-
solutely no governahce authori-
ty or responsibility to establish
budgots and/er :dotermino

salary structure as it :.vlnles to )

the Port Jervis

Inn in Farmi Hills.

Thoy contend that Mercy
Community Hospital:

Frozo the registered nuracs’
wagcs for two years.

Misused taxpayer money al-
located for nurses’ wage in-
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Mercy Health Services Building on 12 Mile Road. Striking
d in the protest, which coincided with the Mercy Health.

This marks the first strike
for the nurses since they first
organized last November when
they voted to be represented by
National Health and Human
Scrviee Employees 1189,

0 nuraes were refused en-
try,” Laevey said. “This was a
peaceful demonstration.”

She added that nurses at the
Mercy Community Hospital in

creasen.
Hired strikebroakers and a
“notorious union-busting law
firm.”

Paya registered nuraes 40
percent less than other nurses
in their area,

The labor rally waa orga-
nized by Nurses for Quality
Health Care.

The nurses asktd for a place

Wednesday's board agenda

Among loca) supporters were
Bishop Tom Gumbloton, rotired
state Sen. Jack Faxon, and Fred

an W
but were denied, said Alison
Laoaovey, rosoarchor/labor
spokesman for Unit 1199.

Port Jervis have been replaced by

) workers provided by
the U.S. Nursing Corps in Den-
ver, Colo., o national firm whose
nurses replace striking nurses.

Brenda Wolpert was 8 nurse
for more than two years at the
hospital and has been replaced.

“The Catholic church has
said that it is clearly pro la-
bor. I don’t understand why
they aren't accountable. Non-
monctary things have been
worked out.”

Former Far

Hills se

Sen. Jack Faxon speaks to a crowd outside Mercy Health
Services Wednesday.

Striking N.Y. nurses ask sisters for mercy
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Blshop speaks: Detroit Catholic Bishop Thomas Gumble-
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ton add the rally We
U.S. Congressman's John Conyers’ office also spoke.
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Officials surprised by wide
vote margins on proposals

BY BiLL COUTANT
BTAYY WRITER

" Although he oxpected votors
to npprove the direct clection of a
moyor in Farmington Hills,
councilman Terry Sever said tho
margin surprised him.
- “I thought it would bo mora
liko 55-45 pereent,” ho sald,
.. Bever, o former Hills mayor,
has Jong favored the idoa of vot-
drs directly clecting their mayor.
Currently, the mayor fs choson
by sitting city coundl members.

*In this type of clection, oppo-
nents didn't get their messago out,
because there wasn't that much
timo and thero were s0 muny is-
sues on tho ballot,” he said.

Sevor, along with council
members Cheryl Oliverio, Jon
Grant, Nancy Bates and Alde
Yagnozzi voted to put the ques-
tion on tho Novomber ballot.
Hayor Larry Lichtman and May-
of pro-tem Joanno Smith op-

pdeed tho proposal.
© The 18,384-10,015 vole on the
igguo, a 85 to 35 percent margin,

Consumer group credits businesswoman

! Farmington Hills-based Con-
gumor Credit Counacling Sor-
vices vice president and CEO
Jano McNamnra was olectad
resident and chairman of tho
soard for the Bocioty of Con-
sumer Affairs Professionals in
Buainess (80CAP).
.+ The eloction took place at a
recent SOCAP Annusl Confer-
ence in Chicago.

McNamara has beon in-
volved with SOCAP for many
years, having sorved as prosi-
dent of the Oreat Lakes Chap-
ter In metro Detroit from 1086
to 1988, She has also been on
the national board since 1880,

: In 1992, McNemara received

the Philip A, Hurt awsrd from

the Consumer Educators of

Michigan for o’nt:‘:mqmg ac-
ta in the o

“tions to the fleld of consumer nf-

-professiona) wssociation repre-

moans voters will solect their
mayor at the polls directly next
year. The directly clected mayor
will servo a two-year torm, just
23 council members now do. But
unlike council members, the
mayor can perve only two, two-
year terms.,

Opponenta had legitimate
concorns that a separately elect-
ed mayor could try to build a
power base and would have his
or her own agonds, Sever said.
But the agonda will change for
any mayor, diroctly elocted or
not, ho said.

“Usually the mayor has an
agenda going in,” he said. “But
once you come into office, that

can change.’

Sever sald when ho joined the
council, parks were not an issue.
But by 1886, they becamo an is-
suo that has continued to occupy
Hills councils sinco. Sover said
another issug, the ealo of alechol
to minors, was ono the council
had not onticipated.

“In thoe first ating operation

and counsaling of consumors,
She also received the Distin-
guishod Service Award from
Eastorn Michigan University in
1991 for outstanding contribu-

faire.
SOCAP {s en intornational

sonting the country’s top con-
sumer affairs and customer
servico executives in more than
1,600 major corporstions na-
tionwide. X
Conaumer Credit Counsoling
Services of Michigan, a division
of Credit Counseling Centors,
is a non-profit, full-service
agency rlth . :nmpflhamiv'u
to 01 v

PP

ing, : .
'u hes 28 conters in Michi-
gan and one In Tlinols.

.\_\

{1977), at least 70 percent of the
establishments wero selling alco-
hol to minors,” he said.

An issuc that did not meot
voter approval was o tax to sup.
port land acquisition.

Councilwoman Nancy Bates,
who proposed the plan to levy a
.5 mill tax for five years to buy
odd lots of undeveloped lond or
buy down zoning, said eho did
not know if she would propose it

again.

The issuc failed by bottor
than 2-1 (18,711-8,836 or 68 to
32 percent),

*I thought the vote might be
closer,” sho eaid, “especially with
all tho attention on develop.
ment.”

The measure, which haa been
used by othor communities in
tho state and other ports of the
country, allows citics or town-
ships to control dovelopmont
more offoctively than zoning
would normally allow,

“I accopt the docision of the
votors,” she said.
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