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MALLS&MAINSTREETS

Kiddlywinks in-town move dubles the fun

By SusAN DEMAGGIO
STary WkTea

Take one cup of dursble, Add &
big dollop of warm. Sprinkle with
tots of comfortable. Fold in a dash
of fun. Set the pricetags to moder-

ate.

Volla! That's the recipo for the
success of Kiddlywinks, a very
apecial children’s clothing store
at 288 W. Maplo in downtown
Bimingham.

‘The nine-year-old Kiddlywinks
has done eo wall with {ta uaique
merchandise and personal sor-
vice, that it's doubling its size by
moving into larger headquarters
down the street. To celebrate,
customers are invited to a special
Open House 5.9 p.m. Wednesdsy,
Nov. 30. A guest sppearance by
Marc Ham of New Yark is sched-
uled. Ham is preaident of Flap-
doodles, one of the best-selling
clothing lines at Kiddlywinks and
one of the first to creats cotton ly-
cra leggings for children.

Customers are also being raked
to bring in gently and out-
grown clothing to Kiddlywinks
through Nov, 30 for m Flap-Mo-
Downs Collection which will be
daniated ta Children's Qrchards,
Lighthouse of Poatiac, The Jud.
son Center and Mother Wattle's
Shelter in Detroit.

Cindy Obron Kahn of Franklin,

Renovations move Northla

BY SUSAN DEMAGGIO
BTArr Wrres

Scissars sliced through red rib.

bons at two major Southfield
shopping centers last woek, dedi.
cating renovated retall space to
new life through the next decade.

An $1l.million romodeling
project was completed in time for
Nortbland Mall's 40th anniver-
sary, and at Tel-Twelve Mall,
Crowley's Department Store was
totally redesigned to increase visi.
bility and make room for new
merchandise lines.

‘At Northiand, Birmingh

opened Kiddlywinks in October
1965 a9 the first franchise of a
New York-based children’s cloth-
Ing abop known ea R. J.
Crumbsnatcher. After a year and

'@ balf in Birningham, she bought

out the franchiso and changed the
name to Kiddlywinks, resdy to do
her own thing |n 550 squers foet
of retail apace at 120 W, Maple.

Obron Kabn grew up in the
ares, gradusting from Groves
High School in 1976, 8he went on
to become a special education
teachor, working with deaf chil-
dren for five years before following
her huaband’s change of employ-
ment to New York City.

“ couldn't find & teaching job
in New York, so I went to work in
retall at R. J. Crumbenatcher's,”
sha sald. “When wo moved back
to the Detroit area, I know | want.
od to have my own children’s
ahop. Downtown Birmingham is
where I wantod to be. I love it hero
for the great customers, the other
business owners, the wonderful
small boutiques.”

Kiddlywinks stacka boys and
gitl's outfita from Infant slzes
through size 14. Tho clothing ia
100-percent cotton, featuring tho
Flapdoodlea line of miz and
match playwoar In legyings and

dlnated tope and :

Lots of Halloween costumes are

st Marshall Fredericks sbowed
up to see the Boy and The Bear
sculptura be created in 1954 for
the nation’s first suburban shop-
ping center, moved from the out-
aide, Inside. The bronze boy atop
2 marble bear that for years stood
outdoors, now resides between
Hudson’s and Montgomery
‘Warda in the west end of the mall.

Southfield Mayor Don Fracassi
called Northland Center ““» great
iady,' recalling the original gar-
dens, sculptures and retail proj-
"ecu that helped put the city of

art-

hileld on the mep back in the

s0ld year-round for fun, and eight
different styles of tutus are avail.
able for young dancers,

Kiddlywinks also sells one-of-
a-kind children's antiques on the
promises which are warmly inte-
groted into the shop’s decor — a
child's oversized dreasing room.
The interlor was dealgmed by Sara
Cullen and Ron Rea who have
placed much of the merchandise
In wicker trunks and dresaer
drawers.

Customers  walk into
Kiddlywirka as if the shop was
bome. They're usually greetod by
name, by e staff that includes
Obron Kahn's mother and occa-
sionally her 7-year-old daughter,

“1 just love the clathes for kids
hero because the pleces are differ-
ent, unusual,” said Liz Sherbln, &
Blrmlngham mother of two, “The
quality’s good for band.me.downs
and there are lota of gift possibili-
ties, The help lu great.”

Klddlywinks carrles clothing
from the funky to the traditional
in just about anyone's price range
with some separates starting at
$10. Obran Kahn orders the mer-

vieBsesveedye

Kids' closet: Cindy Obron Kahn stands in her new Kiddlywinks shop in Birmingham'
where she's doubled her floor space and introduced antique furnishings for children. >

ply Magic. Gift ‘purchases aro
d, free of chasge.

from
around the world, Callfornia to Is-
racl, Some of the lines include
Deux Par Deus, Rebels and 8im-

early 1950a, .
State Sen. Jack Faxon musoed
that Northland was the birth-
plece of a city, spawning tho sub-
sequent “swift and rapld” devel.
opment of housing, roads a;u
1 . b

‘Thanks to the new video screen
wall, moms and dads can make
selections with eass while the wee

diverse community of shoppers
and rotailers.

The “new’ Northland is
brighter, lighter and more user-
friendly. Cream-colored walls are
d in blue‘and teal, Pillars

other i

drow Detruiters from tho city to
the farmlands past Eight Mile
Road.

The Rev. Loyco Lester pointed
out that todsy 50 percent of
Northland's clientels comes from
Detroit. Ho praised general mana.
ger Catherine O'Malley for her
support and ability to work with a

enhance vinibility. Two new an-
chors opened at the center in ear-
ly November, Montgomery Wards
and T. J. Maxx. The grand old
Hudson's at Northland is also
being remodeled, department by
department. Hudson’s should be
finished by the spring.

Changing Crowley's
The need to update and revital-

ones ars entertained by watching
tho latest music videos for the tot
set. Kiddlywinks ls open during
the holidays, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday 10 a.m.

nd and Tel-Twelve

Ize was also felt by Crowley'a.
Fresh from some hard flnancial
times with & pecent $12.milllon
business {oan to move the compa-

‘e

va

10 5:30 p.m. Thursday and Frid
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Bunday 125

p.m. .
Inquiries are wclcome at (8!0)

ahead

departmenta avallablo, It’s excit-

ing inviting.”
Callshan said the Macomb

Mall store ia the company’s most

ny forward, Crowley’s kmocked
down walls and d de-
partments at ita Tel Twelve Mall
store. President Dennis Callshan
soid Crowley’s plana to expand
through new locations in Roches-
ter, Novi and Pontlac.

“At Tel-Twelvs, we necded to
create the look of a traditional de-
partment store with the mer-
chandise visible clear to the back
of the store,” he said. “Now,
shoppers can sve all the different

aucceasful, followed by Crowley's
Westh in Dearborn."We've
had a tough time in Birmingham
and we're going to work hard to
got that store going again.” B

He sald the company is also
producing more direct mail pieces
and offering shoppers an 800-
oum! to convenliently order
merchandise. :

Speeding sales at the regis!
is another company goal and
that end 120 scanners have
o
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On YOur Bcautifu“y Restored
M F oor
Both new and older marble needs pro[us&onu‘ care to look its best

arovie

and to maintain its value.

MARBLELIFE professionals use technolog

to restore,

perserve and seal marble, terrazzo and other dimensional stone to

ol [mwty, color and sheen,

Lrins out its natur.

F,xp«ts aeo in Corian countertops and coramic tile,

~ (318) 459-6870

Experts in Marble Restoration & Preservation

Ca“ lof a {ree eonsulution.




