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Learning languages
fluent skills net honor

@'l have been extremsly Impressod by her pro-
fosslons! enthusiaom, ability to teke risks, the
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Harrison teacher’s

By 8ue Buck
STAry WaIrtes

Knowledge of foreign langusgen
is the kay to survival in the global

economy.

That's the opinion of Plerette
8i a forcign 1
teacher at Harrison High School.
Simpson, who has taught in

Farmington schools for 24 years,
was rocently honored by the
Michigan Foreign Language Asso-
clstion as 1994 Secondary Educa-
tion Teacher of the Year at an
awards luncheon in Dearbomn
Oct. 28,

Bimpson and Harvey Gold-
stein, & Highmeadow Common
Campus art teacher, were hanored
by the Parmington Board of Edu-
cation last week.

“] have been extremely [m-
preased by her professional en-
thuslasm, sbility to take risks,
the quality of her tesching, and
her commitment to the improve-
ment of foreign language instruc-
tion in Michigan and her advoca-
cy of the profession both locally
and at the stato level,” wrote col-
Jeague Maria Schneider, 8 Harri-
son languege teacher,

Simpson is described as inno-
yative and bold She ploneercd
the quick-drill Rassias method [n
the United States, creating mjn'i»

quality of her taacking, and her commitment to
the Improvement of forelgn language Instruc-
tion In Michigan and her advecacy of the pro-
fession both focally and at the stata fevel.’

Maria Schneider
Harrison language teacker

responded to our 808, We lost ev-
erything. All our possessions. Ev-
etything’s down st the bottom of
the Atlantic right now.”

She particularly misses her
Firat Communion dress, “In ftaly,
First Communions pre liko get-
ting married,” sho said.

Ironically, a scuba divor friend
of her husband, was hired by the
Italian government to try to res-
cue some of the artwork from the
Andrea Doria,

Simpson camo over with zcro
English at tho end of July and
started sehool in Detroit in Sep-
tember. .

Because children learn lan-
guages 8o easily, she became
fluent in English in six months,

Simpson received her bache-
lor's degree from Wayne State
University and did graduato work
2t Michigan State U ity and

courzes and
ding to the Intest technol

“Pieretts has done much pio-
neer work bullding bridges be-
tween the students and the com-
munity, between tho classroom
and the world,” Schneider said.
“She sends advanced students to
teach olementary-age children in
classrooms or In their homes. Sho
has also founded & community
pertnership called Foreign Len-
gusge Awareness Group (FLAG)
to promots foreign langusges
among teachers, parents, and
community persons.”

Picretts is the FPrench feminine
form of the name Peter. “1 am ac-
tunlly of Italian descent bom in
porthem Italy near the French
border,” Simpson said. “My very
(irst language was a dialect of
Italian and French. 1 came to this
country when 1 was nine. It's a
typical immigrant story.”

Her (amily wero farmera at the
foot of the Alps. 'l came over with
my dparcats on the Andrea
Doria, the ship that eank in 1956,
when it had the collision with the
spoedy ship, tho Stockholm."

Simpson calls hersell a survi-

vor.
“1 was a petite Picretts,” Simp-
son said. “We wero completely

am. Ships were sent to our area,
and wo were lowered by ropes into
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From o huge
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1ayout complete
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band playing the
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* Reenactments take place
on weckands and wee!

between Christmas and New
Year's.
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immobilized and sent an SOSut 3 |

also in France et the University of
Angens. .

She began teaching in 1970 at
Farmington Junlor High, which is
now the Farmington Trainiog
Center.

“All kids can learn o foreign
Ianguage, the younger the better,”
Stmpson sald.. “Kids are suditory
sponges when they are young.”. ...

She advocates lcaming lan-
guages and having the global ex-
perience of living abroad.

A Detroit school campletely
immersea students in a foreign
langusge until third grade, she
eaid. .

“Research has shown that if
you are very fluent in a foreign
language, you enbance your
mother language skills,” Simpson
said. “These kids do above aver-
2ge an their MEAP acores.” -
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