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Hollday arrival: Above,

. Mayor Larry Lichtman
greets Santa Claus, who
arrived at the holiday
lighting ceremony Nov.
29 in a Farmington
Hills Fire Department
truck. At right, Hills
council members Aldo
Vagnozzi (left) and
Nancy Bates sing along
with other carolers.

Light load: Casey Ayres, 3, g
lighting ceremony on top of
ders. The Farmington Hills
timated crowd of 50 pcople
event at city offices.

ure, there were plenty of

people to “coh™ and “ahh”

at the Farmington Hills
City Hall holidny lighting cere-
mony Nov. 28.

Then again, they probobly
don't havo to look at the clec-
tric bill.

City officials think such dis-
ploys are worth it, though, es-
pecially if it illuminates the
festive mood of residents.

*I think it's an activity that is
a nice setting to get everyone
into the mood for the holidays,”
said Hills Recreation Superin-
tendent Andrew Lang. “The kids
are excited nbout Santa coming.

Hills’ lighting |
greets season |

I R N P ST

ets a better view of the
her father Tom’s shoul-
family was part of an es-
who turned out for the

1t's a nice family activity.”

Same 50 hardy souls turned
out in o bracing wind for the
sccond annual event.

Hills Mayor Larry Lichtman
cxpressed the need to be thank-
{ul for the holiday season. Some
20 members from the Hills
Community Choir serenaded
the crowd with holiday clossics.

Santa Claus made a first-
class entrance thanks to the
Hills Fire Department.

After the tree lighting, city
officials and residenta alike re-
treated to the council chambers
for refreshments. Sunta lis- |
tened to gift wishes, .

Council sips on liquor license policy

By BiLL, COUTANT
STAry Wanmn

Fuarmington Hills City Council
members plan to came up with a
policy that will toke somo of the
confusion out of applying for a
liquor license in tha city.

Council members reviewed o
tentative policy doveloped by
City Clerk Kathy Dornan snd
City Attorney John Donohue
that would provide “reasonable

city in a position of choosing
larger eatablishments that do
more business over smaller
roataurents, leaving council
mombers sensitive to notions of
unfaitness.

And because the city has not
made any finnl decision on
whether a restaurant at the new
ico arenn will serve aleohal, and
therefare, require a liquor li-
ccnsc:_lhn kjsauu han been further

eriteria to guido (city council) de-
cislans™ ing the & i
of liquor licenses,

Farmington Hills {s allowed o
certain number of liquor licens-
cs based on the 10-year censua,
The 1980 census gave the city
an additional four liconacs, of
which threo have alrendy been
awarded to local establish-
menta.

There have been many more
spplicants than liconses in the
paat, leaving the council to
chooso some and reject other ap-
plicanta,

. That has sometimes put the

For that reason, the council
put n moratorium on issuing ita
last license from February until
tho and of the year, when it

“From an advisory point of
view, we didn't think it was our
ploce ta suggest that there be n
minimum,” Donchuc said, “I
think that council does have to
be concerncd with establishing
minimum criterin, particularly
whero it comes to investments.”

In addition to new licenses of!
its own, the city also muat
process liquer license transfers,
which Darnan said were trented
like the city’s own licenses.

“We do the same background
cheeks and building inspections
for the transfcrs as we do for
new applicants,” she said.

would have a pol-

cy.

Donchue said he and Doman
had “some concerns” about catab-
lshing & minimum investment
requirement for any cstablish-
ment sceking a license, especially
in light of reservations by some
council mombers that smaller
busincsses have a chance at ono
of tho city’s licenses.

ilwoman Nuncy Bates
gaid in additivn to liquor license
tranafers and new licenses,
many businesses buy licenses
from outside the area, such an
resort liconaes, that are con-
trolled by the state,

Donochuc and Dornan will
submit a policy for final action in
Docember. The moratorium's
term enda Dec. 31

Thieves, con artists count on yule money

BB
* Bo stroet amart - anytimo and
anywhere.

That's the advico from Farm-
ington aren police officials, who
caution people that con artista
aro out there during tho Christ-
mas soason and all year-round.

*There's not & heck of a lot of

holiday con stuff in Farmington
Hills,” said Hilts polica officor
Miko La Fava. “But you do want
to nvoid being victimized.”
" He warns rosidenta nover to
give out their credit card num-
bers to solicitors who call you
first. “If you call them, that's dif-
ferent,” LoFave said.

Always make sure you get the
carbon copiea from transactions
and hang onto receipts, The un-
scrupulous porson can use por-
sonal credit-card numboers to
their advantage.

‘Write checks and use crodit
‘cirdo rather than cash, LaFave
also advisos not to try to do all
your holiday shopplng in one
day, carting $1,000-81,500 in
cash nround, as well as mounds

f p.‘k.‘g .
° *Don't ﬂ.a'nh cesh,” sald Farm-

ington polico commandor Chuck

Don't stare gifta in tho car’s
back sont. Polico advise putting
them in tho trunk.

Alwaya have koya in your hand
when going to your car, and look
inside beforo you enter to make
sure no ono s lurking inside.

*“When making purchoses, try
to hava tho oxact amount of
monoy for the purchess roady
and don't ‘advertisc’ that you
havo a lot of money,” Leo said.

Kays can zlso bo used as a

poct con artists to be
rumpled, old men eithor.

Recently, the Salvation Army
racoived roports sbout young
boys selling candy. .

Two wore obsorved at down-
town Farmington businosses.
Onoe said that ho was solling can-
dy for the "Salvation Army's
football toam.”

The Salvation Army has no
such toam, said Karen Q

ing on for a couple of yenra and

we don't know how to atop it.”
People reported being ap-

pronched by “Salvation Army”

. candy acllers in Livonia's Seven

Milo and Farmington area also,
Guerreso Baid.

If in doubt about suspicious
circumatances, crime provention
oxperts urge calling the police.
The police will want to know
what happened, where it took
place, when it happened, which
way tho suspect went, and the li-
censo-plate number of tho ear.

They will want a good, de-
tailed description of the person
{nvolved., Try to compare his gizo
snd weight to somoona you
know, police adviso,

Discuss any and n!l busincss
matters with friends and rola-
tives before you sign any con-
tract or give away any monoy.
Good sourcea for advice are: the
Botter Busineas Bureau, Logal
Ald Assistanco/Society, nitorneys

ren

office managor for the Farming-

ton Salvation Army. . .
“Kettlos and mail are our only

fund-raloers,” Guerreso sald,

“This (candy selling) has boon go-

and law g

Don't romain ajlent about
theso crimes, polico said, Tho con
artist deponds on people not
tolling anyono ao that he con
cantinue to oporate.

To place a Personal Scene Ad, call 313-591-0900
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Don't spend the holl
Use Observer & Eccentric Personal Scene ads to find
that special someone. To browse through a variety of
volce introductions call

1-900-454-8088
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