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‘Top of the top’

BY BUE BUCK master's in d
BYAYY WRITKA ;
‘ from Eastern Michigan Univeral-
When Prenk (Frank) Ivezsj fin-  ty. i ™ : gan Univers

tshed his bachelor's degreo in Yu.
goslavia, he was told directly by
authorities that he ehould not ox-
pect a teaching job.

That's becauss ho was Alben-
ian, they sald.

- t will forever stay in my
mind,” Iveza) sald. “1 romember
there was a guy at & round table.
When you apply (o Yugoalavia for
a job, 1t's llke golng through a po-
1ico atation here. You have to gain
clearance from them to apply,
When I went thero, they told me
there was an opening for a teach-
er. They sald, ‘For you guys, you
won't havo a job.'*

Iveza), is & newly hired bilin-
gual teacher at Harrison High
School. A social studics teacher,
be provicusly was a paraprofes-
wlonal in the bilingual depart-
mont thers since 1086.

. lveza] was hired Oct. 24 to re-
place Dr. Jemil Motti, who took a
position as Walled Lake Schools
bilingual coordinatar.

‘This spring, Ivezaj eamed a bi-
‘lingual endorsement on his teach-
_Ing certificate from Wayne Stato
. University.
i+ The endorsement cortifies that
*ho can teach the spectrum of bi-
-lingual studenta at Harrison High
- 8chool.

“His specialty is Albanlsn,”
* sald Haroune Alameddine, direc-

tor of the Parmington schools bi-

+ lingual program.

. Tveza} Ia one of the fow to attain

. this cxtra endorsement, Alamed-,

: dine said.

: “He's the top of the top,”
Alameddine said. “He met our
critoria. If others weren't quall-
fled, they weren't interviewed.”

Said Director of Personnel Bob
Coleman: “If wo didn't hire him,

. somebody else would. It'a not un-

> usual to hire someone with no
teaching experience.”

Of 55 teachers hired thin year,
about 15 did not have tesching
exporionce, ho sald

Other qualities then coms into

- play, Coleman sald. “They can
have & proven track record In atu-
dent teaching.”

Ivezaj haa a B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Kosova, Yugoslavia, a
master's in Urban Planning from
Wayne State University and a

In Decombor 1993, he received
his teaching certificate from
EMU. He went back in January
1094 to obtain the bilingual en-
dorsement from Wayne BState
Univenity.

Studenta [n the billngual pro-
gram have special needs.

“Thele first barricr is English,”
Ivozaj sald.

“Iny two to thrve years, thoy will
grate into regular cl

Far somo, they may have com-

mand of the langusge but not

comprebension,” Iveza) sald.

Arabic, Japanese, Russian and
Korean students are some of the
natlonalities represcnted at Har.
rison High Bchool.

Iveza) can speak Albanian, Ser-
bo-Crostian (formerly Yugosle-
vian), Rusalan and Macedonian.

Native Albanlans live in the
Batkan Peninsula, half live under
Yugoalavian rule, Ivezaj said.

Students who come from Ja-
pan, coms for difforent reasons,
ho sald. Their parenta relocate
hero on busineas,

“They como here ono or two
years,"and they go back,” Ivezaj
sald.

By contrast, most of the peopla
who are coming from Eastern Eu-
rope are comlng to stay here.

“When 1 waa a senior in collego,
I begen to read about America,”
Ivezaj 2aid. “I read about (U.S.

*President John) Kennedy, but it

{the information) was redu:

Ho came by himseif and lived
with counins. He arrived with
“gero English.”

I decided to becomo o'
teacher when he was in high

school, His parcnts own a fruit’

and vegetable farm in Albania
“They can make a decent living If
thoy are left alane by the Yugoala-
vian government,” Jvezaj said.

On Nov. 28, Ivezaj and hia fam-
ily celebrated Flag Day in St.
Paul Albanian Church in Warren
where some 1,700 people attend.

“In Yugoslavia, they won't let
you celebrate anything symbolic
or any Albanian historical event,”
Ivezaj said. “Wo aro the oldest
peaple in the Balkan peninsula.
That'a why wo think we aro entl-
tlod to some kind of freodom.”
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Toacharsplen: Prenk (Frank) Ivezaj,
with Haroune Alameddine, who is director of

Albanian teacher gives lessons as role model

fessional in the district since 1986.

Earlier this year, Parmington-
area Albanian speaking parents
lained to th "

L]
Board of Bducation that Farming-
ton had no fcﬂlﬁed A!.hnnlu-

of secretaries.

Albanian students necded 2
rolo model, they said..

“I knaw these students because
1 was here 2s a parapro,” Iveza
sald, “I'm a new teacher, in o new

situation.”

a newly hired_bilingual teacher at Harrison High School, discusses matters :
Farmington schools’ bilingual program. Ivezaj has been a parapro-

ANN HEALXY/BTATY PHOTOCAAPHIR

coul the parents of his stu-

Iveza} ia married to Lisa, who roges
dents to do likewise.

came from Yugoslavia, when she -
was a year old. They bave two «f appreciate their effort,’
children, Lindita, 5, and Laura, 1. 1vezsj said. “They are always wol-
come to visit this clazsroom. My
Ho attributes his euccesa to

parents were efter mo all the
supportive parents and he en-  time.”
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