Beepers help baby boomers
to bridge generation gap

uby Hoomers are caught ina
B threes way squeeze: heetie

curvers, renring children und
caring for nging purents.

But technology con relieve some
of the stress, especially in the case
of aging purents. Almost 50 pereent
aof the pagers sold during this holi-
day senson will be purchosed us gift
items, und many of those gifts will
be used to link generations. So says
PageMart, Inc., one of the nation’s
fustest growing providers of wireless
communications, Surveys of user
groups indicate beepers are fnst
becoming the communications tool
of choice for ndult children looking
for cusy, nfforduable ways to stay in
touch with their nging parents.

“Beepers are rapidly becoming
an integral purt of the eomplex
lifestyle suppaort system people are
piccing together,” suid Paul Turner,
PugeMart’s vice president of cus.
tomur service.

Beepers offer cure givers free-
dom of movement and freedom
from worry, beciuse wireless
search-nnd-find technology can
locate them nnywhere, anytime.
And nging parents like being nble

to cusily reach their busy children.

Fentures such as personal 800
voice muil numbers let older folks
use puges to leave long-distunce
messnges free of chorge, an added
benefit to those on fixed incomes,

When aging parents are con-
fined to nursing homes, administra-
tora welcome pagers as a means of
quickly contacting responsible par-
tics in an emergency.

Pagers ore low-cost, ensy-to-use
technology that pravides immediute
accessibility, Those scouting gift
ideas for {riends and family will
find beepers are welcome and prac-
tica) stocking stuffors.

Pagers are available for o little
a5 859 and locnl numerie paging
begins ot $6.95 a month, Popular
text message pagers cost nbout
$150. local text messaging services
range from $12 to $26 per month.

By the end of the decade, virtu-
ally all parents of Baby Boomers
will be etderly. Providing some
degree of cure for them will be an
everyday concern for nbout 30 per-
cent of the work foree, says
American Demographics mogazine.
The mugnzine also ohserves todoy's
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seniors want Lo live independently
of their children. By 2010, an esti-
mated 13 million Americans aged

65 und older will be living alone.

*I'his is a time when families
renlly tuke stock,” said Poul Turner,
PagceMart's vice president of cus-
tomer service. “When parents are
alone, they're perceived as more
vulnerable and the need to stay in
touch becomes more real.”

Boomers, wise in the ways of
juggling jobs and child care, are dis-
covering elder care is inherently
more difficult. Experts note caring
for an oging purent is sharply differ-
ent from caring for chitdren because
it's far more unpredictable. That
unpredictability may be a natural
part of aging, but it's also n major
contributor to stress for care givers.

Unfortunately, many people are /
lenrning the emergencies and crises
thut nccompeny aging are more
likely to inerense than decrease. To
complicate matters, an aging par-
ent often lives 100 or more miles
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