When is giving
a pet appropriate?

by Allson Ashton

Whut could be cuter than o new
puppy under the tree? Or muybe u
kitten, bird, humater ar even iguu-
nu

Rut before you buy a loved one a
new pal, cunsider whether it's
approprinte, then decide which ani-
mal woulkt fit the recipient’s
lifostyle,

« 1low mtch spaee does the
recipient have? Puppics may be
<mald, but they ean grow into big
dugac Be sure there will be enougch
yard space Lo necommodute the uni-
tnal. Cats, humsters, gerbils and
smnll birds are good choices to con-
sider fur apartment dwellers or those
whe don't have outdoor space for
dogs.

« Does the recipient spend
enough time at home? Contrary to
populr belief, there are no no-
maintenance pets. IF the recipient
spends u lot of time away from
home, u pet probably isn't o good
sl iden,

+ Does the recipivnt have any

ullergies? A longhuired cat or dog
that slieds o lot could pose prob-
lems,

* Do young children live in the
hauschold? Seme breeds of dog
ndnpt better to young children than
others.

Cocker spanicls, Labrador
retriovers, German shepherds and
golden retrievers all do well in a
furmily setting, and they respond
well to training. Some breeds of cat
also do better than others in a fam-
ily setting.

+ Does the recipivnt have previe
ous experivnce with pets? Lok for
eabm, relutively Jow-maintenunce
anitmals for novice pet owners. And
give them the name of a good vet-
erinarion.

o Are there already pets in the
houschotd? Existing fuur-legged
residents may or may not consider
u new pet the ideal gift.

Finally, if it's not a pet intended
to be bred, offer to puy 1o have the
animn spayest or neatered when
i's time.
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