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Wesley Snipes flies high in Drop Zone’ action -

Though
warned agalinst it
by producers and
Inaurance com-
panlos,  just
obout every cast
momber in the
new actlon movio
“Drop Zone"
took « lumble
from an nirplane.
Wesley Snipes
uzn no  excope
t

TICKETS

JOHN
MONAGHAN on.
“We kind of slithered past the

producers and directors,” sald
Snipes, who was in New York
City promoting the film In No-
vember. “When everyone sald,
‘that’s a wrap,’ one car went one
way and the other went toward
the plano.”

An a result, Snipes, who had
nover juraped before, appears in
scencs ususlly hdndled by a
stuntman. While viewing the
rushes, the producers marveled nt
how close the stand-in looked to
the movie’s star.

“Drop Zone,” which opens na-
tionwlde Friday, Is sbout stunt
skydivers who parachute onto
government  huildings to steal
classified computer information.
Once finished, they simply para-
chute off the roof to a waiting
truck below.

A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
melro Detroit as reviewed by

THEATRE
118 N. Main Street at 11 Mlle,
Rayal Ogk. Films play through at
{cast Thursday, unlees noted oth.
crwise. Call 810-542-0180 for in-
formation and showtimes. ($6.60;
$4 students and matinee; $3
twilight).

*“The Last Seductlon” {USA -
1994). The follow-up film nolr
from John Dahl, director of “Red
Rock West.” This time Linda
Fiorentino stars as a ruthlesa

Snipes plays a U.S. marshal
who loses a brother to the thugs.
Ho enlists tho help of Jessie
(Yancy Butler), who runs her own
skydlving nchool and has o per-
sonal axo to grind with the team's
evil leader (Gary Buscy).

“[n ‘Passenger 57," my charac-
ter was 8 vigilante type out to get
the bad guy if it's the Jast thing
he did,” sald Snipes. *This guy,
t10's kind of plunged Into the situ-
ation, an everymsn who finds
himsell in extreme clrcum-
stances.”

Veteran director John Badham
prides the movie's realistie deplc-
tion of the skydiving subculture,
“Whether it's discos In ‘Saturday
Night Pever’ or computers (n ‘War
Gamzs,’ I've examined thess cul.
tures 1 knew sbaolutely nothing
about,” ho said. “I think that
whole foeling of discovery tran-
slates to many of my movies.”

The producers of “'Drop Zone™
hired some of the country’s most
talented skydivers, many who
trave) like gypsies in trollers liv-
ing for the nest jump. The drop
zones where they meet and per-
form stunts are always dangcrous
and rarely within the law,

Snipes quickly discovered the
atteaction of skydiving. “That's
the great thing about acting —
You get to live different Jives,” he

Scene

femme fatalo who double crosses
her hueband.

“Interview with the Vampire”
(USA - 1984). Neil Jordan's stun-
ning new film version of the Anne
Rice vampire novel features se-
ductive performances from Brad
Pitt, Tom Cruiss, and newcomer
Kirsten Dunst.

“Bullets Over Broadway” (USA
- 1994). Woody Allen's Intest, set
in the 1920s, finds an ambitious
playeright (John Cusack) offered
the chance to direct his own play.
‘Tho only hitch: he has to cast a
mobater's girlfriend in a key role.

sald, “to do something you never
would have dones on your own;
working with tho best, so that
your Jovel of safety goez up ... it's
ot like Billy Bob's sky diving.”

“Drop Zone" Is entertaining,
Snlpes soys, though he finds
straight dramatic roles “much
more gratifying.” This isn't sur-
prising for the populer actor, who
has chosen his parts carefully
ever since making s splash with
“Now Jack City” in 1990.

Ho recently battlod Sylvester
Stallone in “Demolition Man,”
then made the low-profils “Sugar
Hill.” Ho will soon star a3 a drag
queen in “To Wong Foo, Thanks
for Everything, Julle Newmer,”
an offbeat project to say the least.

Snipes hinted that things
weren't all that rosy on the set of
“Wong Foo™ or with its young dl-
rector. “You have to crawl beforo
you walk,” ho advised. “Show
soma reapect. Show somo compas-
sion. You're working with actors
and technicians who have mare
experienco than you.”

He fine-tuncs his technical
knowledge, hoping to direct some-
day. He may soon play jazz legend
Miles Davis, which he doesn't
want to turn into “‘a movie about
o drug addiet,” though he would
1lke to address “why so many of
our geniuses have been 8o sclf-de- -
structive.”

*“Heavenly Creaturea” (New
Zealand - 1994). Opens Friday.
Theo tale, based on a true story
about two imsginative girls who
find themselves mixed up in mur-
der. An acclaimed new movie
from Peter Jackaon, the director
of “Dead Alive.”

8 MAPLE THEA'

TRE

4135 W, Maple, Bloomfield. All
titles play through at least next
Thurzdsy, Call 810-855-9090 for
information. ($6; $2.85 twilight)

““The Profeasianal” (USA -
1994). The new thriller from Luc
Beason (“La Femme Nikita™)
finds a hitman taking a young girl

e
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Thritters U.S. Marshal Pete Nessip (Wesley Snipes) and Jessie Crossman (Yancy But-’
ler) track down a skydiver for their exhibition shydiving team in “Drop Zone.”

What attracts_him to movies
like “Drop Zone? or an action
film, {t'n the hook,” he said. “Here
it's people jumping out of plancs
... It's scary to me in real life so ]

con moke it seem scary on the
sereen,”

If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him ot 953-2047,
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under his protection. Gary Old-
msn stars.

“Interview with the Vampire™
{USA - 1994). See Main Art The-
atee listing above.

“The Shawshank Redemption™
(USA - 1994). Tim Robbins and
Margan Freeman play prison in-
mates whose terma span the dec-
ades. An entertaining, if cliched,
adaptation of a Steven King story.

B ICHIGAN THEATRE
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call
313- 668-8397 for infarmation.
($5; $4 studenta/seniors)

John Woa double feature — “A

Tell us aboﬁt your fashion blunders

Everyone's done it — made a
fashios faux pas, a blunder that
they're embarrassed to admit.
Send us s picture of your worst
fashion fauz pas, or just write
about It, to win a prizs in our
giveaway for “Ready to Wear
(Prot-A-Porter),” a new fashion
comedy opening at metro Detroit
movie theaters on Dec. 26.

The grand prize winner will
receive a gift certificats for a pair
of fashion books from a New York

designer. Theee runners-up will
receive a one year subscription to
“Elle” magazine.

Get out your photo albums, and
start looking for those pictures.
The first 25 readers to respond to
our contest will receive a pass for
two to the opening premicre of
“Ready to Wear” at a local movie
theater the week of Dee. 19. I you
would like your photo returned to
you pleass send along & self-ad-

d

ressed, d P
Deadline for entriea is Monday,
Dec.

12

Send or fax entries to: Keely
Wygonik, Let's Go! editor, Ob-
server & Eccontric Newapapers,
Inc., 36251 Schoalcraft, Livonia,
M 48150. Fax entries by calling:
(313) 591-7279. For information,
cali (313) 853-2105.

Every year in Paris, the fashion
industry's top designers and eu-

p dels stege the world’s most
exciting fashion show. It's called
the “Pret-A-Porter,” and it means
“Ready to Wear." Thia holiday
scason, Robert Altman invites
mave lovers and fashion groupies
everywhete to join the party nlang
with an all.star cast including,
Sophia Loren, Marcello Mastro-
Ianni, Julia Roberts, Tim Rob-
bins, Kim Basinger, Lauren Ba-
call, Lyle Lovett, Tracey Ullman,
Stephen Rea and Forest Whitak-

‘Pagemaster’ winner likes Willy Wonka story

Keith Shelton, 11, of West
Bloomfield is the winner of our
»4Pagemaster” contest. Shelton.
about his [favorite book
@yiilly Wonka and the Great
lass Elevator.” His priza is an
Vautographed copy of “The Pa-
“gemnster” written by David
- Kirchner,
7+ Hero are excerpts from hia win-

There's something {or everyone
at the movies. Here's a list of
G peniag Friday, Dec.

ning . Y

® “Disclosure” — A high-tech

story of corporste intrigue and

sozual harassment, based on the
‘novel by Michael Crichton, Stara

Michssl Douglas, Demi Moore

_and Donald Sutherland.

Opening Friday, Dec. 16

<@ “Spoechleus™ Romantic
. comedy hased on the real-life re.
 latlonship of Clinton/Bush cam-
1 paign planners, James Carville
* and Mary Matalin, speech writers
- on opposits sides of 8 campaign
who wage an election battlo while
romance grows. Stars Geona Dav-
is, Michas! Keaton, Christopher
Reeve and Bonnlo Bedella.
® "Dumb & Dumber” — Comedy
sbout the missdventures of two
Incredibly stupid guys on & crom-
country trip trying to retum &
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Corming teraoctions

ning easay.

My favorite book is “Willy
Vonka and the Great Glass Ele-
vator,” by Roald Dahl. It is my
favorite book because it is a sequ-
¢l to "Willie Wonks and the
Chocolate Factory,” it Ia very ad-
venturous and kept me reading.

T liked the story because it was
very funny and had some very

suitcase of moncy to ita ownor.
Stars Jim Carrey, Jeff Daniels,
Lauren Hoily, Karen “"Duff” Duf-
fy, and Teri Garr.

Qponing Friday, Dec. 21
¥ “Richies Rich"” — Based on the
Harvey Comics saries, the story of
a boy who has evorything aud
takes over the famlly business
when his parents aro beileved lost
in a plane crash. With Macaulay
Culkln and John Larroquette.
B “Mixed Nuts” — A Christmas
comedy for the '80s about a group
of people st a sulcide hotline on
Christmas Eve, dealing with love,
birth, death and fruitcakes, Stars
Steve Martin and Madeline
Kahn.

Opening Friday, Dec. 23
A “Nell" — A woman ralsed In w0
cemots cabln in the wilds, be-
comes a source of wisdom and In-
spiration to the doctor and pay-
chologist who control her fate.

wierd villaina called

Grandma G and took 2 ar

Knids, which are shapeshifters! 1
liked the charscters because they
were also very funny. 1 liked Mr.
Wonka because he had all kinds
of craty idean like landing on the
space station, inventing a pill
that would make you amaller for
ex. mple if you were 90 ycars old
such as Grandpa George and

3 pills you would be a kid again!
““Tha Pagemaster,” now playing
at metro Detroit movie theaters,
telln the story of a young boy who
takes refuge from a storm in an
empty library. He is sent on an
amazing journey by the Pagemas-
ter, kecper of the books and
guardian of the written word.

$15, call (810) 645-6666.

comedy: Lloyd Christmas (Jim Carrey, left) and
Harry Dunn (Jeff Danicls) are dressed to kill at the
swanhki Snow Owl Ball in New Line Cinema’s
comedy, "Dumb and Dumber." Benefit premierc at
the Fox Theatre, 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 12. Tickets,
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Better Tomorrow” (Hong Kong -
1986) at 7:16 p.m. and “Hard
Boiled" (Hong Kong - 1992} st 8
p.m., Dec. 12:13. Two filma by
Hong Kong action master John
‘Woo. Tho first is a rousing melo-
drama about an aging gangster
torn apart by loyalty to his rookie
cop brother and his lifelong pal,a
swaggering hitman, The second,
“Hard Bolled,” cliruaxea with an

mailbox 1866, on a Touch-Tong
phone, or write to him care of,
Street Scene, Obscrver & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-.
craft, Livonia, M1 48150. |

epic shootoul in a hospltul that's
both funny and ultra-yi

B STATE THEATRE v
2115 Woodward, Detroit. Calk
961.5450 for informotion. ($1) o

“The Mask’ (USA 1534):9 3
p.m. Dec, 12. Jim Carros plays a3
weasly clerk who donk uail u
cient mask and becomes a bi
superhero.

. ®eo.

3
o

A FRVASTC, SN THLE WASHRAN IO »]

ALORTTWIE" 4
RIS
cp,

I‘I!llll!

e D
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AMC OLD ORCHAR
GCC NOVI TOWN CIR.
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By Charles Dickvns,
Adapisd by Charles Nolte

13 YEARS OF
DELIGHTFUL HOLIDAY
ENTERTAINMENTY

FOR TICKET
INFORMATION CALL
MEADOW BROOK

THEATRE
(810) 377-3300
(810) G45-6666

HUDSON'S, HARMONY HOUSE |
A BLOCKBUSTER MUSIC .




