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Greenery’s roots tr

spire vislons and prophecies It
was burned (or incense.

When Christianity began, lau-
re] was used to decorate churches
and houses at Christmas, and itis
still spread on church floors on
Holy Saturday in some cities In
Greece. The American laurel, or
our Mowering mountaln {aurel, is
also called sweet bay. The leaves
wre used in cooking.

The herb roscmary is associat.
od with the flight into Egypt by
the Holy Family. Mary was
sheltered by the plant end legend
tells us that when she spread her
blue cloak over the branches, the
flowers changed from white to
blue in her honor. It has been
used for maay years in Christmas
decorationa It is the symbol of re-
membrance and a token of happi-
ness.

1f you plan to give a plant aa o
Kift, pethaps o note about its leg-
end could accompany it.

Book look

Books always make welcome
boliday gifta. You may wish to
cunsider one of the following.

“A Garden's Blessings: Re-
freshment for the Soul,” Lois
Trigg Chaplin ($12.99, Augaburg
Fortress), contains incidents in
the author's life as she tells how
her faith has taught her the rela-

miniature oma-.
ments to add a
festive touch.
They have color-
ful legends that
add to their in-
trigue.

Ivy was a sym-
tol of happiness, festility and
honot in Greece; it was woven into
crowns and used in wreaths for
newlyweds Ivy was used as deco-
ration for churches and hotnes
only on the outer pessageways
snd  doorways put up on
Christmas Eve and taken down
vn Candlemas Eve, Feb. 1.

Holly was revered by eardy Brit-
1sh Druids who thought it was a
fevotite of the sun because it was
evergreen.  The British hung
spags of holly about the house as
hiding places for Christrmas elves
and (airies. In Germany, holly
was called Christdorn, of Christ's
cruwn of thorma — the berries
were believed to have been white
until stained by Christ’s blood.

Legends surrounding European
mistletoe go back to Norse
mythology — it was the Druid's
(olden berb. Mistlctoe symbol-
ized purity and streagth and was
hung in houses to bring happi-
ness, promote romance and as
sure peace. A more recent custom
is to be kissed under the mistle-
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Many plants toe 1 graws on  tiooship of nature and the mes-
are associated oaks, whils the American plant, a  sages of the Bible. .
with this happy different apecies, grows on maples . Two books published by
season and can and tupelos. Houghton-Miffin _are wpeclal.
be decorated The laurel of legend {s the Eu-  Both are written by Jucqueline
with tiny lights ropean apecics and was chewed by Heritesu; watorcolors by Susan
and  perhaps the priesteases at Delphi to in- Davis.

“The Frogrant Flowers Blirth.
day Book™ ($15.95) eloquently de-
scribes a flower for each week of
each month. Growing instructions
and the flower's history are in.
cluded as well as a space for
birthday names for cach week.

In “A Feast of Flowers™ (335),
Heriteau relates her experiences
and conveys her passlon for flo-
wers from the time she was a
child in France to ber present
home in Washington, D.C., and
the several gardens she has at-
tended in between. A b ifull

como giRs. “Tho Nasural Gar-
den,” Ken Druse, and “Herba:
Bouquets, Recipes and Fine
Country Things,” Emelis Tolley,
aro $8.95 cach. “Glarious Flowers:
‘The Madderlake Calondar for
1695" and “Gardenst’s Calendar
365 Pago-A-Day,” Barbars Dam.
rosh, are $9.95 each.

8 Dig the hole before the ground
freezes for your live Christmes
tree.

% Don't neglect house plants et
this busy time. Romove dead foli-
age and pinch back to shape as
necessary.
8 Spray

b‘ra-dluf evergroens

written and ill d book, it

with an

to prevent

can be savored at any time of the
year. Many ideas for using and
displaying the plants are refresh-
ing and clever.

A Bulb for All Scasons,” Quin
Ellis ($13 Hearst-William Mor-
row), gives specific {nstructions
about how to grow a bulb each
month of the year. Short and
sweet, with display idess and col-
orful illustrations by Bud Peen.

Waldenbooks or your favorite
book store can order any of these
bool

TIMELY GARDEN TIPS

8 Workman calendars make wel-

when the ¢
ture in

Fahrenhelt.

@ Pot Easter lilies for April
Mowering.

@ There's still time to prune treea
if the temperature in above 20 de-
grees Fahrenheit.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Bir-
mingham. You can leave her o
message by dicling (313) 953-2047
on o touch-tone phone, then her
mailbox number, 1859. Mer fox
number is (810) 644-1314.

above 40 degrees j

ace back to holiday legends

Season's greenings: This ivy is being trained up a wire
form. Tiny lights, little ornaments and a branch or two of
holly make an easy holiday decoration.
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These prirkiples, a3 well as adhering to the wants
Brothers Companies for over 50 years. And it I3 these very p
ous usccess. Ry To u, success is having repeat customers who
ment to another, Of being able to rely uporn word-of-mouth
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Prestigouty located In Oakland Township with Rochester schools, The
Crowings offers numerous ameniiles and just about something for
cveryone. Choose trom thiee wondertully distinct vittzgos: Bridlewood,

Steeple Chase and Equis. Adams Road, north
of Silver Bell Rowd. Call (810) 340-4920,
Bridlcwood Viltage. Premium sites trom
the $160,000°s to the high $190,000', -
Steeple Chase Viilage. Luurious sites
fram the high $210.000%s 16 the high
$250,000°s.

Equls Viitage. Exclusive slies from the high
$260,000's to the mid $280,000's.
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Tut down some oots at Pinewood, Robertson®s luxurious new

community in Canton. Just
sicps away from Canton’s
dejunc tecreational centet,
Summit on the Park, the
Pheasant Run Goll Courne,
Canton/iymouth Khoots and
major expresyways. Southeast
corner of Glengarty Bivd. and
Beck Road. Sate of flce opens
14 December.

Cail (313) 6774041

Homes (tom the $230,000'.

{F ALL THE WORLD'S A
STAGE, THEN WE HAVE THE

. PERFORNRNCE SCHEDULE.

1-800-4CA-0688

The National Cuftural Aliance and 23,000 asts and humani-
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Q§f Located in Tray near downiown Bmingham,

offers the ultimate
In convenlent, luxurious iving.
Enjoy a wonderfully private
setting just minutes away from
first-class dining, Blrmingham
schiools, shopping and recre.
atlon. Os the south side of

Big Beaver, cast of Adams.

Calt {£10) 644.3460. Homes
{from the high $260,000's

Neitled among roliing hills and a sparkiing stream, the
reflect the great ouidoon, with

3nd vast windows. Yet you're only
minutes from bustling Ann Arbor.
AURRY—ONLY TWO

L Cali(313) 6774000,
Trices are $237,450 and $245.990.
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