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Observer names
general manager

Stoven K. Pope, a news-
paper veteran of 21 years,
has been appointed general
manager of the Observer &
Eccentric Nowspapers.

The appointment was an-
nounced Friday by Richard
Aginian, president of the
Suburban Communications
Corp., parent company of
M the Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers.
From 1988.83, P)opa

Stoven K. Popo

sarved as corp
of Medla News Group and aa vice p of cir-

| Farmington
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'Schools keep steady

BY Bu Buck
Hrary WRITER

Parmington Public high schoal
math and sclence scores sre up, ace
cording to the recently released Mich-
{gan Educational Assessment Pro-
gram (MBAP) results.

Reading scores were down for all
fourth, soventh and 10th-graders.

The MEAP results arc in. Farmington Public
Schools scored higher in math and sclence and
lower in reading than last year. Overall, though,
scores remained relatively the same.

Overall, though, scores remalined
stablo, officials said.  °

The MPAP [x a stato-mandated
program which Rrssesscs all publle
school studenta in grades four, seven,
and 10 on the Michigan Essentlal
Skills of roading and mathematics
and in grodes five, eight and 11 on
baslc skills in scienco,
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MEAP rosults allow year-to-year
comparisons for distsicts, countles
and the state.

“We expoct that Farmington will

&

© 1834 Otatrvir & Exsnwic Howpeoirs, o6

Firy Cravra

n MEAP

Three levels

*There are threo levels of perform-
ance, satlsfactory, modsrate and low,
said Carolyn M.lhlhk. coordinator

contlnue to grow an
strongth,” sald Judy White, assistent
R ntendent for I tonal Ser-

vicea. “Wo belleve that we ore a
strong district. I hope next ycar, m
be standlng here going, ‘Yesh.' "

In reporting the resulls, » utatisti-
cally significant chango is considered
5 percont or nore from year to yuuz

lg:l A t and Spo-
rojocts.
“We are ptenlod to seo continued
P in math and scienoe,” xaid
Superintendent C. Robert Maxfield.
“QOur efforts in this area havo pald off.
Wa are disappointed in the district-
wide decline in language erta.”
Through h'ulldin‘ ,by }':ull‘dhtx’ as-

District p is
by the percentago of studenta meeting
the highest stato stan:

culation and production of the Houston Post. Me-
dia News Group is a Houston-based publizher of
80 dally and weekly newspapers throughout the
United Statea,
He previously held senior-lovel circulation man-
agement positions with daily nowspapers in Santa
Fe, Long Beach, Tucson, and Denver.

Pope ly is a who
hea been serving es aasociate publisher of Motro
Times, a Detroit-based weokly alternative nows-

paper.

“I'm exteemely pleased that Steve will be join-
ing us,” said Aginian. “He emerged as our top can-
didats after a long and intense notional search
and has an ding record in oper-
ationa.”

When Pope assumes his poaition on Jan. 3, he
will be responsible for the individual Observer and
Eccentric publishing groups, es well as the central

keth busi product} buman ro-
sources, and computer operstions of O4E News-
papers.

Pope succeeds Richard M. Brady, who has
served as interim general manager since March.
Bredy will retum to hia post as corporate vies
preaident of sales and muarketing for Suburban
Communicationa.

*“Dick Brady has been wearing two hats for 10
months,” sald Aginlan. “He agroed to serve a3 in-
terim general manager until we found the right
person for the ent position. But Dick
didn't think or act like & subatitute. He brought
his expericnce as & nowspaperman to bear on the
reorganizntion strategy that the OAE undertdok
last year.”

: o credited Brady with building momen-
tum for the strategy to “bring the Newspa-
pers closcr to thelr readers and advertisers.” He
hered the poal of dlstinguishi
Group and the Eccentric Group from each other so
that esch would meet the needs of its respective
market.
Aginian sald Pope will continue to implement
the community growth strategy doveleped last
year.
Pope and his wil,
community within the O&E Newspapers mearket
shortly after Pope assumes his new responaibili-
ties. The Popea have two dsughters,
and Susan, 10.

House calls: Three Farmington
Hills students at Detroit Country
Day will be part of a choral group
that will perform at the White
House Tuesday. /2A

Hoppy trimming: Downtown
Farmington property owners will
see a reduction in their special as-
gessment next year. /3A .

“UTASTE
ljolidlxadollm Caviar is a del-
icacy that’s attracting new atten-

tion. / 1B
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. Pine-full choices

Hills the Christmas trée selection at
ad. mm of several places that have: -

[P

By 8ux Buck
STAFF WIITER

Sol Roesman, who went to his

:;'uc:u that eriticized public educs-
on In .
Rossman, & Farmington Hills resi-

Resident asks: What's story on inys_tery

‘wonder too.
The compilation is called “Special
Spotts Bdition: Quality First! Farm-

Officials
pledge key
to gridlock

BY BILL COUTANT
HYAYY WRITER

This time thoy are really going to *

do something about gridlock — at
Jeast ot the congested interchango of
Grand River, 10 Mile and M-5.

Officials from Farmington, Farm-
Ington Hills, the state Department of
Transporiation and elected repro-
sentatives joined businessmen in 8

Jebration of sorts at a luncheon Fri-
day at the Holiday Inn on 10 Mile, &
few hundred yarda from the very in-
terchange.

“Wae're here to celobrate today’s
event,” said Farmington Hills City
Mansger Bill Costick.

Costick was one of many officlals
who have been trying to get money to

rework the interchange for many’

years. And altbough Fermington
Hills will recelve $1.3 million for the

incering and other preliminary
1] TRAFFIC

work on the “dysfunction junction,”
officials believe that this tima, it
won't bo atopped short.

“We've gone from mudlock to
gridlock and now to unlock,” sald Pat
Nowsk, MDOT Jirector. *We_wiil
make sure this sreject getadone.™

Nownk's words of determination
were not Jost on businessmen and
others in the roons who have seen pro-
posals shot down before.

But this time the project has potiti.
cal support, according to Congresa-
man Jos Knollenberg, who belpod
push the project through.

“Thia project has merit, not pork,”
he sald, adding that although the $1.3
miflion in just a start to tho $10 mil-
lion needed for the two-phase project.
“Tho camel’s nose s under the tent.”

And with his appolntment Dec. 7 to
the powerful House App ati
Committee, Knollenberg could have &
big say in Infrastructure projects.

“1 will take this project front and
center,” ho said.

Former Hills mayors Kelth Deacon

agd‘ Robert Mc(;onnull, who m‘vi:a .

and P
of the Economle Development Corpo-
ration, joined Nowak
the long history of frustrated efforts
to mprove the Interchange.
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