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Capital carolers

Choir’s dreaming of a White House Christmas :

By 'nx erm
SYAre Wi

Diana Sloon of Farmington
Hills is not expecting to meet
President Bill Clinton an her trip
to the White House, where she'll
perform e holiday show on Tues-
day with 24 other fourth- and
fifth-greders in the Detroit Coun-
try Day Junior School choir.

But Sloan has an idea what
she'd say to him.

“3'd tell him be's a pretty good
president,” said Sloan, 9, “and
thanks for inviticg us.”

Matt Bedikian and Adam
Zaleznak, also of Farmington
Hills, couldn’t agrve more lboul

M@ ‘It will make people
aware of the arts pro-
gram here. We already
aro well-known in aca-
demics and athlotics.
And, of course, for the
childron this Is a once
in a llfetime opportuni-
ty.’
Marilyn Collins
music director

dition tape in August, but didn't

the 40 te concert, sch
for 2:50 p.m- Tucsday.

“It's very exciting,” said Bedi-
kian, 10. “My parents (Edward
and Mary Bedikian) are really
happy for me.

“\My mom wants me o see the
Suynme Court because she's a
lawyes,”™

Zalesnak has been locking far-
ward to the trip since he found
out he made the sudition —
though it took awhile to sink in.

“The day after the auditions,
they pouud the names of people
who were going.” said Zaleznak, 9,
who will be chaperoned by his fa-
ther, Howard ~1 walked into the
room and everyone )‘!utd, ‘You
mede it. You made it.”

“I wasn't sure what [ made.”

The Country Day singers, led
by music director Marilyn Collina
and mmpnmrd by pisnist Ro-
cheile Barr, wiii run inrough &
quick-paced selection of Christ-
mns. Hanukkah and even secular

Call'ms, during a rchearsal
break, said the school sent an au-

gt 8 until October. But
the people in the White Houze
Social Office (which is averseeing
the event) wanted Country Day to
sing on Monday, Dec. 12, the
night of the school’s annual holi-
day pro

“So 1 had to turn them down,™
Collins said, with an slmost em-
barrzssed lock “They had to
come up with a second date for us.
And there's no way we would have
pushed for a third.™

The music director, meanwhile,
said the school obviously stands
to benefit from the appearance.
She said it's the first time Coun-
try Doy students wiil perforro at
the annual White House holiday
concerts, which draw top schools
from around the country.

“It will make people aware of
the arts progrum here,” Collins
aaid "\Ve nhudy arc well known
in And,

D DEANTSTATY PICTOGRAPHXN

Make anoteof it: Country Day music director Manlyn Collins helps soloist Katie Cauahen reach difficult high

notes during a run-through

through the 12th grade at Country
Day, a private school with four

of course, for lh: chnldren thisisa

once in o lifetime opportunity.”
More than 1,400 pupils, many

from Qakland Counly cnmmum

(two in_ Bloomfield
Hills, two in Beverly Hills).

Don’t expect Clinton
colhm emphasized that the

ties, sttend p

will be at o

of “Panis Angelicus.”

for White House military person-
nel and their familles, and not in
front of a scated audience.

And will one of those walking
through the Edat Room be Preai-
dent Bill Clinton? “I'm surc
they're hoping he walks ip,”
sajd a realistic but hopeful Col-
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Deﬁnlu]y not within earshot
will be 16 parent chaperones, al-
though they will be walting out-
side the Whits House during the
performance.

“They won't bo golng into the
‘White House because of tight so-
curity,” Collins said. “But they'll
be on the bus ouuldn."

Unique Holiday Gift Idcas |
And AChanecto o
Win Great Prizes
Grand Prize - A Weekend for 2
3 m;,hi») in Las Vegas!

Ml-’?!!

aro also
why the per!nrmnnoe won't be vi-
deotaped or tape-recorded (only
still phou)‘nphy will bo allowed)

snd why only 25 members of
Country Day's Tl.member chair
wiil be making tho two-day tvip.
According to Collins, the top 25
nudenu out of E:h(uuouur

wero plcked after tryouts.

“The center group s going to
sing.” Collina said. “And thé rest
of you are going to freeze and
vmu:h like nnth[ng'l ever lnu:mb
ed you more.”

Near the end of a mhunu!
with fatigue creeping In, Collina
osked hor singers if they needed
to practice stan auch ps
“"White Christmas.” For several of
the tunes, pupils waved tho
teacher on to the next page in hu
songbook.

(Staff writer Larry OCamwr
contributed to this story.)
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“Legitsnow ... letit
oW ... lel it snow!”

This is the perfect winter
to be in a warm, active re-
tirement community.

Just ask the le who
avoided last winter’s bitter
cold by moving to Henry

Listen to what Henry
Ford Village residents are
saying about their active,
indoor community:

“Living where shoppin;
banking ngnd all of my m:»s'
ﬁviﬂea arc accessible by i in-
side isab

These Retired Residents Smg
“Let It Snow!”

ience store — anything you
could eombly need. All in-

— Sophiz Laszlo

“This is like livingon a
ceuise ship, Convenient and
carefree! fdon't have to
cook when I don’t want to

- no master which dining
yoom you go to, there's al-
ways a great selection of

foods. And my husband and.

Idon’t hnvc 10 compromise
when we're in thc mood for
differcnt entrees.™

uth Wang

cosridors
. fantastic, I really love it!
— Dorothy Henderson

Vll-
hgc.itmall.mmdwbul
do.Nowlmgetto
my activities or
iescvenomhcm
—Dorl:Nl

"lmllylovckbuc.

moment, 8 bank, 8 coaven-

“l really en{:y the wimr.r '
t befc

Therc'san activity foe every

" keeping up & housel” .

%The average -
temperature here is a

comfortable 7209

"I‘he average p.Lm.‘ .

mhuchnmtomble ymmclfdlhbuudmlmw N
‘ community and,
dxln;nbouuhllcommunhy otfuyourﬁwﬂ page

72°. .. but the warmest

iltheothet 13,”

“Nomu:wordu

—=Ray Ktvnl&’.‘
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