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CLARENCEVILLE SCHOOLS

Clarenceville School District
educators are hoppy with the
higher scores the district's cle-
mentary and middle school stu-
dents carned on the 1994 Michi-
gan Educational Assessment Pro-
gram (MEAP) tests.

1t’s the scores camed by high
schoolers, especially on the math
test, that leave them concerned.

Next fall, 11th-graders state-
wide will no longer take the
MEAP testa. Instead, they will
take new proficicncy tests in sci-
ence, math and reading which
educatory say will be even more
difficult than MEAP.

“They're going to be tough,”
said Superintendent David Kam-
ish Thursday during & Clarence-
ville Board of Education discus-

sion of the 1994 Inltial MEAP ro-
sults. “We can elther get with it,
or it will bo s big embarrassment
again.”

The Clarencevillo district in-
cludes a portion of Farmington
Hilla,

Clarenceville has worked long
and hard to boost ita scores evor
sinco Kamish and the trustees
made tha tests the district’s num-
ber-one priority In 1992. They did
30 because of what they called
embarrasaingly low scores earned
by students at all three grade lov-
els.

For students at Botaford and
Grandview clementaries and at
Clarenceville Middle School, the
ig push has been well-rewarded.
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(810) 380-0855

Ol
EY.] LINE: 901-4710

» Call out F.Y.1. line to find out about community events, best
buys of the week and tips of the week covering fegal, medical
and financial issues.

HOMELINE: 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your arca.
» Free real estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900

» Place classificd ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAXIAND COUNTY: 90147'9 WAYNE CounTY: 531-0500
» Request subscriptions at your convenience. o R

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
» You can use a MasterCard. or Vis®* 10 access the lollwiinp .
information from our classified ads. This service is available by
noon Wednesday and Saturday:
 ftem No. 9402: Looking for a place lo rent or someone
1o share an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental
classifieds. Cost: $5.95.
 Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction s3les, Anliques
crafts, rummage safes, Cost: $5.95
o ltem No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers,
airplanes, ctc. Cost: $5.95
o Item No, 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95 .
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» You can dccess On-Line with fust abioot any
software—PC of Macintosh, On-Line users can:

» Send and receive unlimited email. .

o Access all features of the Intemet—Telnet, Gopher,
WWW and more.

« Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric

PEWSPIpErs, )
« Chat with users across 1own of across the country.
For two woeks of free On-Line exploration, call 591-0903 or
9014711 with your modem. .

Al the prompt, type: new
At the key prompt, type: 7062 :
BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266

» Fecl free to call v il youmd help signing, mm'o'iswune.
@bserver s Fecentric®
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At the two elementarics, math
scorcs betwoen 1992-94 have
jumped 40 percent; reading, 23.8
percent; and scienco, 20.5 percent.

At Claronceville Middle, math
pcores botweon 1992.594 have
jumped 16.5 percent; reading, 6.2
percent; and sclence, 38,7 percent.

But Clarenceville High stu-
dents still struggle with the teats,
especially the math test. Between
1992.94, math scores have risen
6.5 percent; reading, 1.9 percent;
and science, 12.4 peroent.

On the 1994 math test, only
209 percent of the students
passed the math test; 43 percent
passed reading and 57.4 perceat
the science test.

Theso results caught the ey of

Push reaps some higher MEAP scores -

the trustees Thursday and goner-
sted the bulk of the talk about the
teats.

“Twenty-nine polnt nine per-
cent doean't bode well for when
they take the math proficlency
test,” sald Claroncoville High
principal David Simownkl,

“The wheels are already tum-
ing” to boost those acores, Kam-
{sh said.

One option discussed is & remo-
dial math clsss, taken by high
schoolers not ready for pre-alge-

L

“We don't neod a short-term
fiz, but e long-term fix,”
Simowakl sald. “Working inter-
rmittently aRer school with them
just doesn't work.”

Right now, Simowski is trying
to figuro how bow to help about 25
10th-gradera [0 & pre-algebra
course who ara falling the course.

MEAP from pageAIA i

Theso are atudents, he sald,
who should never have ensotled in
the class, the lowest math class nt
Clarenceville High. -

Administrators agreo that the
problem starts in middle school,
whero atudents don't achieve the
needed math skillo and then bave
no other siternative In high
achool than the pre-algebra

course,

“Wo have 25 or s who aro fall.
ing?"* wsked Vemlco Dunklee.:
“There's something wrong when-
that large a number needs less:
than a pre-algebra course. That's:
a high number.” |

Simowski said studenta are!
“missing the boat” In middle
school and atill bolng recom-:
mended for pro-algebra. .

1In January, he sald ho will seck,
the board's approval for a remodi-
al math class, i

i

% will be mads, Maxfield sald.

. “There's some peoplo who say
4 that they don’t pay attention to
these scores, but of course, they
pay attention to it," Maxficld
aai

For example, there are six yeam
of reading results to compare.

1 Overall picture

" 'This year, the district expeni-
enced a decline at every grade
level in the percentage of those
achieving the satisfactory catego-
ry, according to the report. For
 grades four, the decline is 4.9 per-
centage points, at grade seven, 4.3
and at grade 10, 2.6
‘While the change ia not consid-
i1 ered significant, the report sug-
gests reading scorea need a closer
look before drawing any conclu-
sions.

Of fourth-grade students, 56.1
percent reached the aatisfactory
l lovel, down [rom 61.0 last year,
but up from 54.6 percent in 1992-
93, Of Seventh-grade students,
50.3 percent scored satisfactory
this year, down from 54.6 percent
1aat year, but up from 48.8 percent
in 1992.93,
thoze
merk

In math, which has been sn
aroa of concentration in past
years, the 1994 scores have in.
Ccreased over 1993 in grade four.

In grada seven, there s a slight
decrease of 2.6 percent reaching
the aatisfactory mark; at grade 10
there is “a significant Increane” of
8.7 percent.

The four-year trend suggests
improvement.

In fourth grede, 759 percent
acored satisfactory in the math
portion, up from 71.2 percent last
year and up from 638 percent in
1992.93.

In seventh grade, 635 percent
scored satisfactory in math, down
from €6.1 percent, but up from
66.6 percent in 1992.83. At the
10th grade lovel, 50.0 percent
reached the astisfactory Jevel, up
from 41.3 percent last year and
42.6 percent In 1992.93.

Sclence numbers

Unllke math and reading, the
sclence assossment test is based
on Michigan’s older science cur-
riculum of baslc skills rather than
the new and moro rigorous essen-
tial skills curriculum, schoot offi-
cials said.

At the 10th grads lovel,
hing the 1afs y

. were 67.8 percent. down from 60.4
, percent last yoar, but up slightly
from 57.3 percent in 1992.93.
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FOR DOAESTIC YIOLENCE.

1-800-777-1960

Unique Holiday Gift Ideas
And ;)Clumce 1o
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Fi student  perform-
ance at grads five shows o slight
incresse of .7 percent. Eighth.
graders registersd a slight decline
of 2.3 percent scoring satisfoctory.
At grade 11, there Is a significant
increase of 6.3.

Qverall, the aix-year trend is
stable, school officiala sald. .

Of fith.grado sludents, 838
percent acored satlsfactory this
year, up from 87.9 percent lant
year and the same amount (88.6)
percent in 1992.93. .

Eighth-graders reschlng the
satlsfactory Jevel were 73.0 per-
cent, down from 73.3 pereent, lust
year and the exact same amount
in 1992.93. Eleventh-graders
scored etatistically bigher this
year at 66.4 porcent, up from 61.1
percent last year and up from 60.6
percent In 199293,

But schoo! board member Jack
Inch, called the entiro MEAP pro-
cess “a lot of bunk” at a recent
study sesaion..

“It's 8 curriculum driver,” sald
Inch, an economlcs professor at
Oakland County Community Col-
lege's Orchard Ridge pus.
“Pye been concernied with this for
16 years.” ol

Inch would prefer year-by-year
assossments. Many variables
mn: into play when testing. be

Sometimes there sra groups of
exten bright students or those who
are non-motivated, “non perform:
ers.” The MEAP doesn't assesi
how long the student has beet’
with the district, either, ho sald.

“Also, some students look ot
the MEAP and ask ‘What does
this do for mo?* Inch sald. '
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MC  MASTERCRAFT

Guaranteed to make a deep impression

Omegs Seamaster 123en
13K gold end ssinkets seeed

* 'The sign of excellence

men's satomatic chromometer with date.
Scratch-resistant wpphire crystal.

Screw-down crown.

Waterproof 10 120 m/403 fr.
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