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American movies highlight this year’s

PLEASE

Almost a doz-
on lrato callers
took me to task
carller this year
for my tepld ro-
action to “For-
rest Gump.” Not
surprisingly, it
dldn't make my
1lat of the year's
A best ﬂlmlni

Actually, up

Moméw until last week, 1
e was having trou.
ble coming up with the requisite

8 “Naked.” Like Its main charac.
ter, this relentleasly depresaing
and fescinating account of a mi-
sogynistic young drifter also hasa
great amount of wit and charm.
Tho best and darkest yet from
English  director Mike Leigh,
whoso “Life is Sweet” and “High
Hopea™ have been tops on provi.
ous best-of-year.lists.

8 “Pulp Piction.” It took & sec-
ond viewing to fully epprociate
how funny Quentin Tarantino’s
108 Angoles gangster comedy re-
ally {a. No masterpioce, Jb‘f‘ a
Fandimitn ' ark

@ “Bliter Moon.” Roman Polan-
ski was back in fino form with
this dark, dark comedy about &

| Jationship that fiz-

lea's trust In televislon forever.
John Turturro and Ralph Fienes
brought complexity to both of the

and Rob Morrow was

zles into Indlfference and cruelty.
Dlsturblng and polgnant, It
makes ms look ali the more for-
ward to Polanski‘a latest, “Death
of the Maiden."”

@ “Go Fish,”” This low-budget
lesblan love story, filmed in the
strects and flata of Chicage’s
north side, hes more truth than a
dozen Hollywood movies. The
acting was amateurish, but its
k lon of beart and cutting

10 until & bold new Chri re-
leass came in just under tho wire.
Noto that “The Snapper,” which
premlerod at the Detroit Film
Theatre In January, was on my
lint last year,

® “Heavenly Crestures.” New
Zealand'a Poter Jackson followed
his splffy borror comedy “Dead
Allve” with this psychological
study of two girls in tho 1950
who form an “unnatural” attach.
ment to each other. By far the
year's prottiest-tooking film, with
outstanding camera work.

A sampling of what's playing at
alterative movie theaters ocross
metro Detoit 8s roviewed by

B MAQC THEATRE

22918 Woodward, Ferndalo. Call

810-544-3030 for information. ($6)
Splke and Mike's Sick and

Screen Scene

especially when the Detroit Film
‘Theatre premlersd it, volumo
cranked up to 11, during its new
Monday night serlcs.

o “Ed Wood.” As a longtime fan
of the notorfous schlock director,
1 can't imagine a bettor seroen
troatment of his life. Wood's eptl-
mism of spirit, awfulness of exe-
cution, and poignant relationabip
with Bela Lugos! all camo
through In this, Tim Burton’s
moat mature work. Bewars Mar-
tin Landau at the Oscars.

2 m AN

an's Brain,” and “Lloyd’s Lun-
chbox.” Net for the weak at heart
— or stomach,

*“The Life and Times of Allen
Ginsberg” (USA - 1893). 8 p.m.
Jan, 4 - 6. A new documentary
about the Beat poet and activist
Is highlighted by photos and films
from hia } collection that

Twiated Featival of A !

p.m. Dec, 29; 9, 11 p.m. Dec. 30,
Beavis and Butthead mads their
Detroit debut during an carlier
edition. So you can imagine
what's In store in this new compi-
lation, featuring such titlea as
“Home Honey, I'm High," “Bri-

sheds pew light on the lives of not
only himsalf, but colleaguea Wil-
liam Burroughs and Jack

Kerouac.

MAIN ART THEATRE. 118 N.
Main Strect at 11 Mito, Royal
Oak. Films play through at feast |

Coming A ttracilons

edgo hipness should have reward-
od it a wider audlence.

® “Dazed and Confused.”” Where
were you in the summer of 19767
According to director Richard
Linklater, geitiog stoned. The di-
rector of “Slacker” beat the soph-
omoro slump with another funny
and surprisingly complex movie
about nothing -— and everyth

.Great soundtrack too.

& “Quiz Show.” Robert Redford's
entertaining account of the 19508
quiz show scandal that lost Amer-

Thursday, unlesa noted other-
wise. Call 810- 542-0180 for infor-
mation and showtimes. (§6.60; $4
studenta and matinee; $3
twilight)

*Tho Last Seduction™ (USA -
1994). Tho follow-up film nolr
from John Dahl, director of “Rod
Rock West.” Thia time Linda
Fiorentino stara as a ruthless
femmo fatale who double crosses
her husband, then hides out in a
Smalltown, USA.

“Bullets Over Broadway™ (USA
- 1994). Woody Allen’s latest, set
in the 1920s, finds an ambitioun

effective as the investigator, even
when be couldn't hold his Kenno-
dy-atyle accent,
B ‘What's PEating Gilbest
Grope?” Swedish director Lasse
Hallstrom’s study of a bizarre
family in the cornbelt avoldad tho
usual Hollywood manipulation
while mining genuine emotion.
With this and “Ed Wood," John-
ny Dopp stands as the coolest ac-
tor of 1994,
B “The Wonderfu), Horrible Life
of Leni Riefenstahl.” This stun-
ning documentary, based on in-
torviews with the 92-year-old di-
roctor herself, asks this question:
Can you make a movie llke the
Nazi~ propaganda masterplece
“Triumph of the Will” and atill
remain an apolitical artist?

aners up: “Ready to Wear
{Prot-a-Porter),” *‘Bullets Over
Broadway,” "“Four Weddings and
8 Funeral,” “Interview with the
Vamplre,” “Hardbolled” and “A

playwright (John Cusack) offered
the chance to direct his owm play.
The only hitch: ho has to cast a
mobstes's girlfriend in a key role.

“Heavenly Creaturea” (New
Zealand - 1994). The tals, based
on a true story about two imagi-
native girls who find thomselves
involved in something they can't
control. An acclalmod new movie
from Peter Jackson, the director
of “Dead Allvo.”

MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield. All
titles play through at least next

Good movie: “Ed Wood,” one of John Monaghan’s top 10~

-

maovies for this year, stars Johnny Depp (right), Bill
Murry (left), and Sarah Jessico Parker, (center).

.
-

1If you have a comment for John
h call him ot 953-2047,

Better Tomorrow”
SBome d : “Natu-
ral Born Killers," “Francols Trul-

faut: Stolen Portraits,” *
Shelloy's Frankenstein,” “Fresh,”
"“The Last Seduction,” “Farawzy,
So Close.”

Thursday. Call 810-855.9090 for
information. ($6; $2.95 twilight)

“Little Women" (USA - 1994).
Yet another screen treatment of
Louisa May Alcott's American
classic about a wotnan and her
four daughters, Susan Serandon,
Wynona Ryder, and Gabriel
Byrne star, Directed by Gillian
Armstropg (“My Brilliant Ca-
reer”!

).

“Nell” (USA - 1994), Jodio Fos-
ter tries for a third Oscar in this
sometimes moving, often sappy
story of a woman facing the world
after growing up alone with ber
mother in the woods, Liam Nee-

he is not who he s supposed to

There's something for everyone
be. Stars Sinbad, Phil Hartman,

at tho movies. Here'a a list of

what's in the wings: Kim Greist and Jeffrey Jonea.
Opening Friday, Jan. 8 8 “Cobb"” — Sports writer Ia con-

# “Safo Passage” — Drams tacted by bascball great Ty Cobb

based on the novel by Ellyn ta write bis life story, and finds

Bache, about & family with seven  tho dark truth behind the legend.

sons, one of whom is presumed  Hia dilemma, write the real story

dead in the Sinal Desert War. or maintain the myth, Stars Tom-

my Lee Jones.

Stars Susan Sarandon and Sam
Shepard. B “Immortal Beloved” — On of
history's grest romantic myster-
fes: the search from among scarca
of women far tho one whom the
mercurial musical genius Ludwig

M “Houseguest™ — Action-come-
dy about a dysfunctional subur-
ban white family who takes in &
bleck house guest only to find out
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Van Beethoven called his “Im-
mortal Beloved.”

Opening Wednesday, Jan 11
@ “Higher Learning” — From the

atrects of South Central to the
college campus, the locations may
be worlds apart, but some of the
stories remain the same.

MegRyan Tim Robbins Walter Matthau
’ o - \ p. ; )

‘up FunWarm-Hearted Romantic Comedy.
Matthau is wonderful as Einstein.
The cast Is urﬂgﬂmly terrific’

“"Wonderful comlc performances from both
Meg Ryan and Tim Robbins
Sanet Badta, TEE M TORE RIS
A gmart romantic comedy - perfect
for the holiday se‘a,sﬁoynt'r‘e
Drod Mhamanc, 199¢-TV

“The smartest and sweetest
surprise of the holiday movle
season.Ryan is dellztfui."

son and Natasha Richardson help

‘Mary phone, or write to him

mailboxr 1866, on o Touch-Tone

im care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
eroft, Livonia, MI 48160.

trer along. Opens Dec. 23.
“Mrs. Parker and the Vicious
Circle” (USA - 1094}, Alan Ru-
dolph (“The Moderna™) seems
well-auited to resurroct Dorothy =- ..
Parker and tho other literary Ju- T !
minc~ea who held court aver :
lunch and drinks at New York' .
Algonguin Hotel. Jennifer Jason ,{
Leigh stars. - X
G MICHIQAN THEATRE R
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call < -
313-668-8397 for information. {$52 -
$4 students/scniors) -
“Heavenly Creatures™ (New
Zealand - 1984). Through Dec. 31
(call for showtimes). Sec Main

Art Theatre listing above.

204 Laydon, TWE MOUSTOM POST

PARARDUN, CTURES o A AR oo ) SCHERS
5 TAH TINHORANS ALTER AT L. CARES LR et EL KACHLS
‘T NS SALN S AD BN = Y BN UL (EESN
e e ™ (0 B RED SO TR SR, gy

Ty

YRV LI T NOW SHOWING IR TEUIITESI A
B[ Arc woons 6 | i canon [t HOVI TOWN

SHOW(ASE

STAR Jonn B A1 14 ML

Lt FAIRLANE
NO PASSES OR
COUPONS ACCEFTED

COMES

THE LEGEND

TO LIFE!

smncareas

AMC BELAIR D
A SOLTINEED TN

NOW PLAYING ETESTITZETIN
| AMC EASTIAND 5 |

SHOWCASE 81 2 [SHOWCASL DI WBORY

STAR GRVIOUAT 13 Ml -:m
sLonSa st “lhm

[ AWCIAURLL PARK |
[ AMCWONDIRLAND |

NO PASSES OR
COUPONS ACCEPTED

P R




