Readers prove
music matters

BY Custsra Froco
Stary Wxrren

The support of local music is strong and Ob-
sesver & Eccentric readers proved it. They filled
our mailbex and hotline with nominees for this
year's Band of the Year. Herv's a sampling of what
they had to say:
® John Swain of Livoais on last year's winner The
Verve Pipe: “Me and my buddies, wo've been to
about 20 (of their) shows over the year, They get
better and better every timo we sce them and
they'ro protty acceasible before and after shows.”
@ Lisa Hajduk of Westland on rock band Station
Nein: “They do write & lot of their own songs. 1
just think they're really, really good.™
® Kim Wilson of Rochester on industrial mavena
HAL: “They're one of the best local bands in De-
troit. They put o a great show when you go and
see theem Live.™
® Norma Smith of Livonis on Robb Roy: “(Their
wmusic) is very personable and hand-written.”

W Westland resident Barbara Pob on the modern
country band Weco Band: “It plays greet country
music and also plays other alternative musle.”

8 Beverly Hills resident Bonnie Davis, a self-pro-
claimed “middle-sged housewife sort of & person,”
voted for Discipline: 1 was impreased by the tal-
ent of the young people writing their own music
and the artistic way that they prescnt their mu-

sie.”

@ Vicky Kilius of Redfond on the East Lansing
band rock and reggae band Global Village:
“They're really fun to watch. ‘There's alwayw
things going on. The horn secticn is really cool.
“They're always dancing around.”

8 Bannie Sparks of Westland oo rockers Blue-
Eyed Soul: *I think they're great. They'vo done a
lot of things. They've come & long way . . . I've
(only) missed five shows.”

B Eleven-year-old Heather White of Southfield on
her brother rock musician Teddy Richards: “1 like
his kind of music because he's my brother, but
that's cot really the reason. I like the beat and the
tbythm and the lyrice.”

B Thelma Goldstein of West Bloomfield on the
rock band Beer Whores: “They're good. They've
played a lot of big clube. They're a good bunch of
kids and deserve 8 break.”

@ Other nomineea included: Higher, The Excep-
tions, Steve King and the Dittlics, Upper Level,
Hoolspoppers, The Yesmen, Walk on Water, Full
House, Emperor’s New Clothes, Tho Sillics, Out-
rageous Cherry, Rootbox, Immigrant Suns, Punch
*a’ Kitty, Teasjerks and the Vudu Hippies.

The Observer! TNURSDAY, DECEMUER 29, 1094

Q0 STRELT SCENE

Uz 1As0N, EDITOR T =2
9652103

Band of the Year

St. Andrew'’s Hall in Detroit

Big sound: Big Block will perform with with Goober & The Peas, Tearjerks and The

Super-charged rock, laced with harmonies
and realistic lyrics, has made Big Block the
poet laureates of Detroit’s rock scene and
the choice for The Observer & Eccentric

Fan favorite: Ann Arbor-based gothic
rock band Wig got a lot of family sup-
port on the Band of the Year hotline.
Grandmaother Carol Walitalo of Livonia
and sister Katie Jimmerson of Canton
gave the band thumbs up.

A look at 1994

1 — The Hannibals, BOP (barvey)

By CHRISTINA Puoco
BEArY Wamex

Blig Block guitarist/lyricist Keany
Tudrick is 8 most unlikely rock ster.
The ahy Tudrick and found

Newspapers’ 1894 Band of the Year.

wanted reaction on & camival at-
traction. Feel like & town that no
onewantatobe, . . I'm sad and
disitlusioned jumped down all the
wroog lusl Foal like a town

his p:
sense of innocence shuffle into & cof-

around his mop-top hais. When
asked about his lyrics, he just
smiles and shifts around in bis seat
pervously,

Everything he and vocalist/gul-
tarist Nick Lucansian are able to
talk about, Tudrick said, they asy
through Big Block.

“Their musical fonm of therapy has
aliowed them to vent their frustrs-
tions about living without phones
and other luxurics but with rats,
getting little reapect and broken re-
1stionships. They'rs the poet laure-
ates of Detroit's rock scene.

The band is one of the future
voices of the Detroit rock scene and
as a reault ia The Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers’ 1994 Band of the

Year.
Big Block’s supercharged rock
drags along Iyrics liks “I'm the least

whete no one wants to be.”

In “Under Construction,” Tu.
drick has written ecrily prophetic
lyrics: “I got my tape in my pocket,
goln’ to number 1, should be shoo-
tip’ like a rocket.” The kings of the
three-minute pop rock songs, they
don’t waste any time on their debut
CD “Guardrail” (Ruatbelt). The 11-
song CD is 35 minutes longand o
record company talent scout’s

There's a lot more to Big Block
Tudri

ck and Lucassian's lyr-
ics. Lucassian bas proved with Big
sth

many

vocals and its flswless step-brother.
“Guardrali” explodes from the

opening song “Ralease™ and contln-

\

ues the energy through “Beautiful.”
Tho cascading and swirling guitar
sclos show no mercy. Thero's no ig-
noring Big Block. Listeners to B9X
spparently foe] the sume. DJ Vinco
Cannava played a song from
*Guardrail” as the “Catch of the
Day” and the response was feverish.
Not bad, considering Tudrick didn't
even think the station would play it.

“Wae dropped it off and they put it
on three hours later,” Tudrick said.
“Wa didn’t even got to band it right
to Vince. We gave it to a secretary
and sald, "You'ro sure you're going
to giva it to him?* ™

“Peverish” can be tused to de-
scribe Big Block's live shown as
well, Lucassian {a future Sassy
magazine pin-up if I've ever seen
one) commands bia guitar like his
audicnce — [t's never out of the con-
trol and always in his grasp.

Kim Garrett of Westland first new
Blg Block o few years ago as part of
an acoustic ahowcass at St. An-
drew's Hall and immediately bought
their single “Besutiful/Groupded.”

*“] just thought they wero awe-
some. ] bought it and kind of forgot
that [ didn't have a record player,”
said Garrett, who plans on spending
Now Year's Eve at their 8t. An.
drew’s Hall gig. “1 try to soe them as
many times as [ can.

“I can't reslly explain why I tike

Verve Pipe on New Year's Eve at

Big Block supercharges music

them. There's just samething about
them. They have catchy lyrics like
the Gin Bl.?unm, but rock like the

Offspring’

Big Block has always been ono of
Deotroit's best-kept secret. Forming
only a few years 2¢o, the band —
which also includea bassist Joo
Proper and drummer Scott Mac-
Donald — quickly mads & name for
itself with ita high-speed yet malo-
dic, two-guitar assault.

Struggling to make ends moet, the
foursomo lived together Ln a rat-in.
festod home which tater proved to be
inspirational, To givo fans & sam-
pling of their talents, the band in-
cluded new songs and some from
that time on “Guardrail.” (Another
pew sony, "New Day,” appears on
the “Rlot "67" compilation which
benefits Angela Hospice in Livonia)

“Thoss are good songe. Those are
really hig part of what we are,” Tu.
drick eald. “Jt represents where we
wore and where we are.”

Big Bloch plays St. Andrew's Hall,
431 E. Congress, Detroit, with
Goober & The Pcas, Tearjerks and

The ewapo
pere' 1993 Band of the Year, The
qu Pipe, on New Year's Eve,
Tickets cre $17.50. For more infor-
mation, call (313) 961-MELT or
{810) 845-6650.
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Verve Pipe: Unsigned but hopeful in’95

By Cimativa Fuoco
STAYY WIITER

SiIncroasing awarsnass of The
Verve Pipe outsids of Michigan

“I think 1t's bocause of the music and not be-
cause we gave [t a big push or heard

anything. Th
It and they thought 12 was very visble,” Bm'vyn sald.

Love Biliboard magaxine this week picked up on what
Opacue, Aulen Love PLop, Red G Vebee t y e N - has become the band's maln “It was beautiful for us, knowing that your stuff is
Farest, Jigaaw Jungle, Sweaterfish eod Rhythin h-:‘h‘;mzm%:ghvmﬂv—h focus. worth It. 1t's very gratifylng.”
cos top unaigned N Asida from playing clubs, TlLe Vervs Pipo playsd
&'M;’fmwmrﬁmn. mmm B e the HLO.RD.E. Tour et Val Du Lakes near Lako
Urban Voodoo Juice), Daddy Longlecs (with ex- reapers’ 1033 Band of the Year bs Liuded for its  rocord Labela, it just looks liko you have & bunch of L T o e R v ety
Utte e o B melodies buffted by Brian Vi Bhends. We'd like to got some natlona) buzz golng.”  1he Allean Brothers ko mid-Jaly,
GCenarels and Culinrs Bendits). Ark's Jush, thick vocals. Add stylised guitar flour-  The “buzx” is definitaly on. The Verve Pips y
— Bponge, Big Chief and Wig ali re- fsbes amid Earanies, 4nd yoa get 8 8005 eold more than 21,000 coplos of their two releases _ InCeasing awareness of The Vervs Plpo outslde
thar major Label The wuch es ‘Honest.'” “I'vo Suffsred @ Head Injury” and “Pop Smoas,” of Michigan has bocome the band’s main focus.
Jarx Bioe Dog, relessed its debot for Jobn 'With major labels lurking Verve Pips drummer  Sales fumped after the single “Senator Speak” by The group performed during the South By South
Zorn's Knliting Factory labal. Highar's Dol Drwrn bopes the fosturs will gzt & record  the qulotet, which also includes gulterist AJ, Test Music Canfaronce ln Austin, T
o Its spomymoous debut EP festurod pro- | deal rolling. Singer/guitasist Brian Vander Atk Dunning, baslst Brad Vander Ak and new g0t & boost from the “Aware 11 dise
Boer Jack Poots (Skid Row). added that although they receive a felr amount of e i Toon Comella of Walled Laks, waa added Yhich foatures two Verve Plpe songs, “Bpoonful of
‘Otber +elomaing product: Rocket 456, The | ettention Lo thels home stots, the nod from Bill- ¢ radio station WHYT's shoetly beforo it SuRr” and “What You Wan
L Godzuki, Cath Vi board offers odded credibility. | changed its formast. “Benator Speak™ became a top- faz, touring has been good.
Cronsed Wire, Skelaton Crew, Priscilla Edesie, “It's differcat atteoticn as far as 'h-*m requested hit and subsequently listaners choss The  “It's been favorabls In St. Louls and
ICP, The General Clust- oing in your bome state and how meny Verve Pips as s participant [n [ts “Dresm !
really god in Chicago, 1 think It's because our
esfunk, The Havs Nots, Some 3 nominated songs are scceasible. It's not hard to figure out the
_ gz Sans, ] band,” Brown sald.
‘. ‘B- hm-fnmhmlnﬁnm
: Merkst, Majesty Crush, So¢'s S0 Hags, Princees b ! d tims to record at
' Feon ‘Jou's ‘run by ex-Vielent Femme Victor
Drzgon Mo, Mantal Landsceps, Demos from thoss sesajons, produced
. Eistay Sead, by Camival Strippers’ Mike Hoffman, show & more
: .Muﬂ' Mok, oo Fire, 1aldback, stripped down (sc to speak) scund. On
Onﬂd.mﬂm Michaol songs like “Drive You Mild" and *! -
Vender Ark’s grab-you-by.the-throat vocals & well
M‘ as The Varve Pipe's trademark -mouthed
VM!--: harmonien sre more subdued. .
= MNew Singing the Dew songs to & receptive sudience are
N York’s Boargy &MM that Vander Ark has enjoysd the
yoar.
BE “Ia light of being on the cover of Billboard
1 hox. Gesker & The Pucs, "-vm“u high — It scunds hoaky — I
o K that dig and listen to the new
. Roy, The Verve will Saturday,
Focys sod the ~Riot mmm%maw Fray ey gl
- - DP's. Doors cpen ot m. For more
Thation, coll (113) SOB4088, ©. {nfor-




