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Disney Channel
provides magical
tournament tour
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~ SPORTS

Marlins win another district crown

It was a bit of deja vu for the Mercy High School
volleyball team Saturday
thelr fourth consecutive district tournament,

beating Berkley in the final for the third straight

<y

year,
BY DAN O'MEARA
BrAry Wames
Farmington Hills Mercy is batting
a thousand in district volleyball tour-
naments under third-year coach Peg-
& Spengler.
The champl

as the Marlins won

The Marlins artived early to see
Detroit Henry Ford beat Southfield-
Lathrup (18-14, 16-7), and they had
to walt through = game contest

ey and Ford (16-12, 13-

between Be:
_ “It could beve boen detrimental,”

gme d
was a replay of the previous two as
the Marlins once sgain defeated host
Barkley, 16-13 and 16-14.

“] want to be sble to talk to you
after wo beat Mercy one of these
years,” Berkley coach Theresa Stani-
chuk sald. *“This was our year to do it,
oo

B rangl

body had the audacity to yright the
term “March Madness.”
1t was somebody in Hiincis, the Land of

Lincoln, of all places.
Jtios or not, March Mad
It starta tonight.
Whe is golng to Disney World?
"This year's Michigan High School Athletic As-
ciation boys basketball A

isuponus.
i

nners are
anyone's guess.

1 have a few ideas, courteay of a free pring pro-
view provided over the weckend on my cable sya-
tem by the Disney Channel.

1 can't get enough of those cartoons, movies and
specialn. It was the neat best thing to being in
Qtlando. .

So jet's share the fun of a maglcal ride.

Titme to check your local team listings to seo
where your program may fall. .
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p was if ber team
was over going to play. The Marlins
welted nearly four houra beforo spik-
ing o ball in competition.

o Merey playod only one match sloce

16, 16-14).
pengler s2ld. “But when you play in
a lot of tournaments you're used to
altting for threo matches In a row.
That's not uncommon,

“1 plmost think it was better. We
hadn’t seen Berkley and were fscing
an unknown. We got a chance to
watch them and knew what to ex-

The Marlins will play Plymouth
Salem at 6:30 p.m. Friday

nia La regional.
“We'd like to win in the semis and
got n{mhar crack at Ladywood,”

the
conteat because it didn't have enough
players.

said. “Salem is a good teem,
but we have very strong defense; 80
hitting Is not something we worry
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Staying olive: Heather Cornwell keeps the ball in play for the
Raiders in the district tournament. :

BYDAN O'MEARA
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In the Livo. "

shout. We look forward to {t; It will be
abigchallenge.”

Berkley rallied to tis Mercy late in
Doth games (18-13 and 14-14) only to
loae the Jast two points.

The Boars committed attacking or-
rors off Heldl Wab! serves to end the
first game, and Jamesca Emerson
served consocutive acea for Mercy In
the second.

Berkley was ahead 8-2 In the first
game, but the Marlins raliled for a 0-
g lead when Mitzi Ruddock served
five straight points — threa of which
resultzd from Effzabeth Janes kilis.

Janes and Emerson led the offenso
in the first game with six and five
kills, respectively. Janes also had two
blocks for points,

Emerson also played a big role in
the second with six kills and a block.
Ruddock's threo killa wers impressive
and timely, and Janes had enother

ve.

“Jamesea has been outatanding,”
said Spengler, adding Emerson didn't
play back-row defense. “She hoa a lit-
tlo water on the knes, but we'll get
that taken caro of and have her back
playing all-arcund next week.

More basketball, Page 2C

State wrestling, Page 3C

C

“Mifsi didn't have as many hits,
bscause cur middle hitters were so on
and tho setter was sotting in the mid-
dle. But the senior captain has done a
tremendous job, too.” .

The Marlins also playsd some good
defense Saturdsy. Mercy took a hitter
out of Its lineup and played Wahl oo
defenise the whole time to bolster the

back row.

“We changed our defonze specially
for (Berkley),” Spengler sald. “Nor-
maily, we usc a two-man block, and
we went with one because they tend”
to place ball, Thelr hitters aren’t;
overpowering, but they can sce the
holes and put them in, The five-man
defense helped.”

"The Bears won their divialon of ths -

Oakland Activities Association and |
finished 20-8-5, They were down G-0
and 12-4 In the sccond game but
nearly forcod a third.

“There’s no conditioning you can
do for two very intenss matchea in a |
row,” Stanichuk sald, edding the
Bears wers tired. “It's hard enough to
get up for one big gamo, but two In.
the same dsy within 20 minutes of,,
cach other?” ’

Hawks fall short
in loss to Vikings

By Jim ToTH
BTAFY WRITER

Farmington Hills Harrlzon did ita
best Saturday to try and end Walled
Lake Central's run on district volley-
ball championships.

Battling the taller and supposodly
maore talented Vikings to a split of the
first two games in Class A District 23
play at Walled Lako Western — Cen-
tral prevailing 15-13 in gamo ono and
Harrison coming back for a 15-3 tri-
umph [n game two ~ the Hawks
matched tho Vikings alem for slam
and dig for dig in an Intense and emo-
tlonal third game before falling by a
16-12 count,

The loss put an end to a roller-
coaster season for coach Ron Shortt'a
Hawks, who finished with & 18-14-8
record overall.

“] was certainly happy with the
way wo played (in the final)," Shortt
said after & day of volleyball that in-

[ VOLLEYBALL

cluded a 15-13, 15-13 victory by the
Hawks over Walled Loke Western in
semifinal play. “We've been an up-
and-down team all year, but this was
definitely one of the better matches
wo've playod. .

* “We scemed to play with a lot more
confidence,” Short went on. “We beld
on ‘l:n I;eat‘\;f!uum lnnd wol:‘ncw that
we nothing to lose going against
Contral. Central's been a step above
everybody all season, but wa stepped
3 ]IIIP ourselves end played pretty
well.”

Az well as the Hawke played, the
Vikings managed to go one better in
winning a district championship for
thoe fourth consecutive year,

Soo VOLLEYEALL, SC

Block attempt: Krista Snow (middle) and Erika Greene
(right) were key players for Harrison again.

A poot cecond quartet bad been North Farming-
fall in recent basketb

ton's d

it nearly was Thursday,
But th: mﬂamm themuelves in the second
1o defsat Farm!

half ington end end the
son with & 47-40 victory.

North scored only four 'pﬂ;ltl and made onecf 18
shéts In the second quartar but still led 1716 at

games, and  {n the North gym.
1o po with six
rebounda for

pode,
steals and three asaists.

Junioe Tim Dolan had seven defensive robounds
ints. Jeff Trioe chipped In elght
orth, Dolan five assists, Peld four

The Raidars were without junior John Kelley,
who was dismissed from the team Tu

BASKETBALL

Farmingto

Raiders prep for tourney with 47-40 win

the fimt quarter.
When North went into a tailspin in the second,
n got within two pointa at halftime but

was only 4-of-14 itsalf from the floor.

"The Raldera scored tha first seven points of the
third quarter and led by 10 (27-17) after Feld's
third triple. The tally was 36-27 at the end.

Farmington's
polnts in the second half, including elght (with two
threes) in the fourth quarter. Jake Binkosky added

Simon Juncaj had 10 of his 14

on .

t | wetvencey. Losgr prite 1 on e ine. - halftime. - . “One of the keys to ua winning was how well we clght and Jon Hosd ssven.
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