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Writers iompoesa

with tap * Abulnar eald.

*} donk liks ‘submit,’ ™ Sally
Davis of West Bloomfield sald.
*Its too harah, formal.”

1t's bowing to a higher power,
sul:ﬂmng ta nature,

i

“The last two lines sound like
they would ru!lyhbtluui.ll at
) eeinniog ™ S aal

include: “Writor's Digest,” "“The
Literary Agent and the Writer” by
Cloaver, “The Writer's Ea-

Membars livo all over the area,
includi Hills, West

“That's good, a good suggea-
tion,” said Betty Monson, ®
Farmington Hills resident and di-

au

Gail Felker of Farmington Hills.
“Yeah, 1 like that™ Monson

sal

[

AfRer all the changes, Abulnar
read the revised vension. Monson
then suggeated she submit it to
the Housewife-Writer's Forum

magagine.

And that’s the goal cf these
writers, to find a publication that
will publish their work. Being
published is not a requirement to
be a member of the groug, but
some members have moved on to
join the Detroit Women Writers,
which does require publication.

Aer almost 20 yeam, sbout
100° writers have passed through
the group, which has had saveral,
in & way, rewrites. {tstarted es an

_affshoot of & 1976 creative writing

class taught by Sandra Sunder-
land at the Oakland Community
Callege Orchard Ridge campus in
Farmington Hills, The name
Ridgewriters atams froe the Ore-
hard Ridge Campus name. The
first two Ridgewriters groups fold-
«d. This is the third time the
group has formed, but this time it
has lested for sbout 15 years.
Mewmbers meet at the Visitors
Center in Heritage Pack on Fri-

from poon to 2 p.m. except
for the first week of the month
when they meet from 7:30-9:30

Stz members
Detroit Women Writers; 21 bave

Thinty-four members are on the
roster pow. The number who at-
tend the weekly mecting varies.

Past of the benefit of joining the
lending library of
writers books. There aro also sam-
ph.-_wp(uandgddeliw for all of

magarives in the
United States.

Reople can sttend their fint
mepting for free; dues are $3 per
meeting sttended after that. The
money buys teatbooks and uther
supplies as well as the occasional
small stipend to attend & work-
shop. Some of the books available

Bloomfield, Bimingham, West-
land, Bingham Farms, Livonla
and Southfield.

They also keep each cther up-

“to-date on writing seminars, con-

teats, publication deadllnes and
ideas for other creative endeavors,
such as designing croesword pua-

zles.
Davis, who describes herself as
» complete fanatic with crossword
purtles, wondered if others in the
group wero interested in designing

them.

To deaign them, sho seid with a
laugh, “You have to be extremely
erudite and know everything there
ia to know about everything.”

As the readings continued

around the table, Scholchit resd »
humorous easay sbout migraine
hesdaches, and member Joan
Wilder read a short plece called
“Be Careful What You Soort,”
sbout emphysema, which she
plans to submit to Mature Out-
look msgxine.
“Is it too morbid to start out
with?™ she aaked the group. “I
don’t want it to sound too weird."”
No, the others sssured her, it's
fine.

Maude B. Reid of Inkster read
a baiky and membena help:'d her

Group’s leader is a lady of

By JOAN WILDER
HepciaL WusTes

Betty Monson recently led the
Ridgewriters from the Communi.
ty Centor to the refurbished
Splcer House (the Visitors Cen-
ter) in Farmington Hills.

Evary Friday at noon the shiny
sunlit roowm, overdooking Heritage
Park, becomes & literary salon

charge. Tho crestive writers strug-
gle to find perfection in words and
then an sppreclative audicoce.

writing class taught by Sandes
Sundetland st the Orchard Ridge
Campus of Oakland Community
B el Bat

ing a t, meoting, Betty
marks out h-ytplpqw et the end of
a long table. Sho greots the group,
passes out name tags, introduces
newcomers, reads the previous
week's minutes, while a cobort
collects tha dues.

“Busineas out of the way,” Bet-
ty says, “Who is going to read?”

Tho first voluntear passes cut
copies and begins.

The writings come in every
shape (rom haiku to novels and
cover every subject from bisth to
death with humor or pathos.

She consolea nDewcomers,
“Don't hesitate to resd your work
for critigue. We never iéave any-
one bleeding."*

Each listener is encoursged to

offer suggestions and they do.
But, Betty says, “One time a male

5 accused of being a
male ch An

come up with other d
words that would fit.

Stretten read “WeR of Worry,”
which she said is how she feels.
“it's me; 1 want to fly away. I
don't want to be in all
these worries,” sho said.

“1 think that's thought-provok.
ing."” Monson sald of the work.

Debbie Lampi of Farmington
Hills read part of the first chapter
of & book she’s working on calied
“A Most Heinous Act.” Aftera lot
of questioning and suggeations for
plot lines, the group assured
she's heading in the right direc-
tion.

Felker's humorous poem, about
being stuck on bold on the tele-
phone, gave the group a
taugh. Others suggeated sho sub-
mit it for publication.

As Monson aaid, “The idea of
the group is to get published.”

Call Betty Monson at (810) 851-
6730 for informstion on
Ridgewriters.

Commons
Strapless Bra-s'lette
Front Zipper Strapless Underwired
=5 contonred with Fiberfl, mylon face and satin
‘Powrrret sides and back. Detachable garters

en-
sued. The voices ralsed to such »

peak, 1 suggested they take the . 3
B e ‘She admita  Lidgewriters.
there've been heated discussions
about everything from Christmas

if they wish.”

decorations to Pearl Harbor, but
usually disagreements ars beadod
off when she says, “Hold that
thought,” or “Wa're here to cri-
tique not to rewrite.”

Some writings may be legiti-
mately earthy or controversial
and Betty chucklea as she says,
“We're not into censorship, but
please warn us shead, so easily of-
fended members may leave early

Sho never says “never,” even to
the tacteless and tacky nre does
she gush over the Shakespeares;
but edit she does.

With & kind -n:nc In a dulest

letters

Rldgewriter libjary to answer, .
writers’ questions; What is a un."3
net? Where do you put commas? |
Who will buy my short story?
How do you write & query letter? , ;

Ridgewriters’ dlrector. Fro
Collegs of Mount Bt. Joseph In ..y
Cincinnati, she roceived hes back. . o

major in art and wminor In Eng- .}
lish, Before she martiod ber bus-
band Norb, who Is an accountant ...
with Ford Motor, she workod e
an editoria] aasistent/artist for
ATAT"s In-house publication, .
C.A.LL Msgpazine.

After her marriago she stayed- i
home to mother six children and"?
bocome a housobold engineer. 8ho
continued to sttend writing class- !
s, and bocame a columnist fornzy
the St. Edith church paper of.:{
Livonia. When sho moved to.n;
Farmington Hills she became the. .1
volunteer-editor for the weekly i«
newspaper of Qur Lady of Sor-

B
rows. A
She has freelanced: humor,”

news, profiles, feature storiea lo
varfous newspaperns lnd_map

zines. -
Betty continues to write ands,
| asks th i

o
to critiquo hor work. As ono of ber-.s
1, sald, “Sho accepta crit-

Biumon

Righting witiing: Joan Wilder of Farmington Hills takes
some constructive criticism on her work from other

tutelage,” she says as sho slioves
tha dictionary toward the middle
of the table.

People come and go from the
goup, adding interest like new
flavor in the stew. Scveral have
pained professional status, but’
many just seek to capture lifo's

mysteriea on a page.
From duea collocted over the
yeara Betty has built a

Winter Hours: November 15t - Apeil 30th
w.a.-sn.x_o_,n-‘s'mmm-sm

“mw.mtmmﬂmh
1/4 Mile West of Beck Road.

(810) 349-0117

Conce
LA AL LA AL]

Hammell Music Co. invites you to hear one
of America’s premiere pop organists

— Lenny Davis —and to hear the

tnost phenomenal musical instru-

s

o A gsendod 76 ol et Keybourd scch oen o dekiated plens .
: damper (mestain pedal). Yor: can play it (il a plenof -
You'wew's believe yots ews! Prepars i be overy .
s Limited! mwasgmonei
ELL MUSIC * -
MONDAY EVENING - MARCH 13- 7

overwhelmed!’

Iclstm very well . . . an exception
al quality for & published writer.”
Betty Monson, as leader of the 1+
Ridgewriters, has given positive, s
unselfish and good-humored en-
courngement to the writers of the
Farmington ares. Sho says, “My,
groatest satisfaction (besides get—~
ting a check for a freelance plece),’*
is watching a writer develop. It'a
like » timo-lapss film of a butter-
fly emerging from the chrysalin”

Fifi's & Fido's P :

Cake Removal "

They leave the mess
2

‘Il do the rest
Reasonable Rates

®10) 435-6265

LIQUIDATION SALE
s MELNICK'S
L CURIOSITY SHOP

i
£
£
i

TUISAAT, 10:30-1 59
(810) 4744070
2

< ith N uicy,(lur\.‘vili“"

[ - AT LA 1
Now in it s 4th spectacular summer!
June 26-August 4

- 9:30 am.~3:30 pm.
' (six week sesal o
. Ages?-17
This camp is designed for the youngaspiring actor, with |-

-~

WA

S 1 eson W

intensive training and background to apprecisteand
) A thmd W 1.2, T ’the h :
The culmination will be the

ﬂl‘ form for

Ul go on the road

 and share thelr camping experience with othier centers
. and senior facilities.

" Gurwin ot 4100354-0345 o tho Contar a3 F10MEL1-1007,
Sign up before May Istand ave (B8]~
JCC- 6600 Waat o Bloomfield,

a3 dacowors call Niiecy




